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S a Book written by a Wa- 
man 1 will,” in all likelihood, 
Arnie by Readers uf a 
grave and ſerious Turn of Mind; 

ſo it may; very probably, be Gen 
aſide by the Gay and Lively, when 
they find the Author has treated 
Love, their favourite Subj | 
in the light and rrifling oma ſo 
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| = ATED to the Taſte of the 5 
but with profound Reflection, as the 


Source of all the Joys which brighten, 5 
and all the Woes that embitter Life. 


I was born with an innate Propenſity 


to Love and Tenderneſs. A Seriouſneſs 
bordering upon Melancholy is my na- 
tural Temper, as it generally is that of 


Perſons of a remarkably amorous Diſ- 
Poſition, which I acknowledge mine 
to be; for I ſhall conceal none of my 


Faults or Foibles, but make it an in- 


variable Rule, to adhere ſtrictly to 


Truth "_ the wwe "Couch of this ; 


Fliſtory. 


* 


; My 3 like that of moſt ehen, 
was diſtinguiſned by nothing very re- 

markable, one Circumſtance only ex- 
cepted, which I ſhall introduce here, 
though it may perhaps draw upon me 
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the Imputation of Superſtition. , - 
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At the Time of my Birth there hap- 
pened to be in the Houſe of my Fa- 
ther, who was a rich Merchant, and 
lived at that Time in Great-Broad- 
Street, a Gentleman who was a diſtant 
Relation of the Family. He was a 
Perſon of great Learning, and ſtrongly 


addicted to the Study of Aſtrology; a 


Science which he had cultivated with 
peculiar Attention, and in which he 
placed an implicit Confidence, though 
it is at preſent looked upon by the 


Learned as purely chimerical. This 


Gentleman, I ſay, happening to he in 
the Houſe at the Time of my Birth, a 
ſudden Thought came into his Head, 


| whilſt in Company with my Father 


and my Aunt, to calculate my Nati- 


vity. The latter, who had no ſmall 


Share of timid Superſtition i in her Cha- 
K n warmly oppoſed this Motion, 
B 2 which | 
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avhich ſhe conſidered as ſinful, and 2 
ſort of tempting of God. This Con- 
eeit my Father endeavoured to laugh 
her out of. His Curiolity being greatly 
Excited to know what would be my fu- 
ture Fate in the World, he preſſed Mr. 
Blackwood to proceed in his Calcula- 
tion, whilſt my Aunt, whoſe Uneaſi- 
neſs increaſed with my Father's impa- 


tient Curiolity, left the Room. 


Mr. Blackwood having calrulated 8 my 
Nativity with the utmoſt Exactneſs, 
told my Father, that he found, by the 


Poſition of the celeſtial Bodies at my 


Birth, that my Life would be a Tiſſue 


of Adventures, all ſpringing from one 
common Source, namely, Love, as 


Venus had the Aſcendant at my Nati- 
vity; that I ſhould experience various 
Turns of Fortune ; live ſometimes in 


the Height of Affluence and . 


-- 
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rity ; and ſtruggle with all the Storms 
of Indigence and Miſery. He added in 
particular, that there would be three 
critical Periods in my Life; that in 
my twenty-third Year I ſhould be in- 
nocently the Cauſe of the Death of a 
Lover; that in my twenty-ſeventh, I 
ſhould narrowly eſcape falling a Victim 
to the Jealouſy of a Rival; and that in 
my thirty-fourth, I ſhould be made 
happy by the Poſſeſſion of a Man every 
way worthy of my Love, though nor 
till after a long Separation, and after 
having undergone various Reverſes of 
Fortune. 


L have often reflected with Aſtoniſti. 
ment upon this Prediction, becauſe it 
was afterwards literally fulfilled. This 
and another Event of a ſimilar Nature, 
which befel me in the Courſe of my 
Adventures, haye induced me to think 

B 3 that 
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that there i is ſomething real in the Sci- 
ence of Aſtrology, though many. Phi- 
loſophers have treated it as altogether 
vain and chimerical. Facts, however, 
cannot be denied; and both by theſe, 
and what I have often obſerved to paſs 
within my own Mind,. I am convinced 
that the human Soul is poſſeſſed of a 
Faculty of penetrating into Futurity. 
This has been taken notice of by other 
. Authors, who conſider it as a Proof of 
the Soul's divine Origin and its Im- 
mortality. But as theſe ſerious Re- 
flections may probably diſguſt my gay. 
Readers, I ſhall conclude this Chapter 
with an Afurance, that the next ſhall. 
contain Matters better - ſuited: to their 
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CHAP. Th. 


HE. Marvellous ftrikes the Ima- 
gination in ſuch a Manner, that 
thoſe who are once prepoſſeſſed by it, 


no longer make any uſe of their Judge- 


ment. I would therefore recommend 
it to ſuch of my Readers as may be 
ſtrongly affected by the ſurpriſing Cir- 
cumſtances related in my firſt Chapter, 
to call cool Reflection to their Aid, and 
not ſuffer themſelves to be hurried a- 


way, or intoxicated by a Defire of find- . 


ing the Wonderful every where. To 
lay too much Streſs upon a Courſe of 
Nature, or Series of natural Cauſes: 
dependant upon each other, borders 
upon Atheiſm: To look for Miracles 
and immediate Interpoſitions of Provi- 


dence at every Turn, indicates a Super- 


Nition which approaches to Inſanity. 
B 4 NOW 
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Nothing, however, can be more cer- 
tain, than that human Affairs do not 
happen according to human Probabi- 
lity; but that all Things are con- 
ducted by a Fatality, or rather Pro- 
vidence, whoſe Ways are paſt finding 
out. But whilſt I indulge my Reflec- 
tions, I loſe Sight of my Narrative; 1 
ſhall therefore reſume my ** where 
] at it off. 


The Period of Hens in a Life is 
like a Calm in a Voyage, a Sort of a 
Void, unruffled by Pain and unſeaſon- 


ed by Enjoyment; and the Traveller 


through Life, as well as the Paſſenger 


at Sea, can ſay little more concerning 
this Interval of Time, but that he ex- 
iſted whilft it laſted. All I have to relate; 
with regard to this Stage of my Life, 
is, that I was highly careſſed by my 


ger whoſe 1 for their 


Daughter, 


Mis BEVERLY. An 
Daughter, made them think they every 
Day diſcovered in me Charms which 
Time could not fail to mature into 
perfect Beauty. Their Fondneſs was 
not in the leaſt abated by the Birth of 
another Daughter about a Year after- 
wards : Their Affection, however, was 
ſo equally divided between us, that we 
never entertained the leaſt Jealouſy of 
each other, but even in our tender Age 
conceived a mutual Friendſhip, which- 
has continued during the whole Courſe 
of our Lives. 3770 


Nothing worth relating . ill 

1 had nearly attained my thirteenth} 
and my Siſter her twelfth Lear: Ar: 
this Period my Father had us both 
taught, under his own Eye, every Thing 
neceflary to be learned by young Ladies 
of Quality and Condition. Mademoi- 
ſelle Toinon, a Native of Paris, who 
Bs _ Journ” 
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ſpoke her Mother-tongue in great Per- 
fection, was taken into the Houſe to 
teach us the French Language. This 
Woman, as it is cuſtomary with thoſe 
of her Country, when they are received 
into a Family, to make themſelves very 
buſy in it, afterwards diſcovered, that 

ſhe poſſeſſed other Talents, and thoſe 
of far greater Importance to young 
Eadies, than that of _— them a 
g r | 


| My Siſter and I were likewiſe _ 
ſtructed in Drawing and Muſick, in 
both which Arts I made a conſiderable- 


Progreſs, and took a particular Delight;. 


eſpecially in the laſt, and that for a. 
Reaſon entirely independent on the Art 
elf; fo that I do not take upon me 
to determine which of theſe admirable 
Talents the Preference | is due to. 
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of all r my Teiche che was + but 
one, and that was the Mufick-Maſter, 
for whom I felt any great Degree of 
liking. The French Mademoiſelle 1 
at firſt partly diſhked, on account i 
of her Forwardneſs, and a ſort of Mix- 
ture of Pride and Meanneſs, which is 
common amongſt the lower Rank of 
People of her Country. My Drawing- 
Maſter, | an elderly Man, made me 
laugh by his formal Pedantry and Af- 
fectation; for he pretended to a Taſte 
for Poetry as well as Painting, and was 
as vain of his Compoſitions as Poet 
Bays himſelf. My Dancing-Maſter, - 
who was a Compound of the Mecha- 
nick and the affected fine Gentleman, 
I could not help regarding with Con- 
tempt, though he was at the Top of 
his Profeſſion, and dreſſed like a No- 
2 nne But my Muſick- Maſter, whoſe 
| MA Addreſs 
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Addreſs was as polite as his Perſon was 


genteel, engaged all my Attention; 


and as Love is the beſt Maſter, all his 
Leſſons produced their Effect; ſo that 
in the ſhort Time he was with me, for 


I did not learn above.a Twelvemanth, 
I made a moſt rapid Progreſs in Mu- 


ſick, and became a complete Miſtreſs 
of the Harpſichord, 195 


My Siſter, whoſe Diſpoſition was na- 
turally as cold as mine was amorous, re- 
ceived no ſuch Impreſſions from an Ob- 
ject which I could never behold without 
an Admiration mixed with Tenderneſs. 
He came to teach us only twice a Week, 


and the Days on which he came were 


uncertain ; but from my internal Feel- 
ings, from a certain ſerene Tranquility, 
from the tender Palpitations of Joy 


with which my Boſom heaved, I always 
could gueſs the Day on which he came, 


and conſtantly 1 told my Siſter in the 
8 Morn- 
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Morning when Mr. Smart would attend 


us. This in her unexperienced Heart 


raiſed no Suſpicion ; and I muſt have 
been equally artleſs and unexperienced, 
or I ſhould not thus have diſcovered 
what was uppermoſt in my Thoughts 
to a Siſter. But ſuch a Novice was 1 
then in Love-Affairs, that I was in Love 


without knowing it, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, the Paſſion with which I was 
' inſpired, was very different from Love 


in the Breaſt of grown Perſons, where 
it is always blended with Deſire, and 
never free from a Mixture of Uneaſti- 


neſs. My Paſſion, on the contrary, 
if that can be called a Paſſion which 
| was all Gentleneſs and Joy, all Tran- 


quillity and ſerene Satisfaction, may be 
properly compared to the Flame which 
glows in the Breaſts of Seraphs and 
pure immortal. Spirits made happy in 
the Bowers of eternal Bliſs. My Fancy 

formed 
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formed him of angelic Kind; all his 
Looks and Geſtures raiſed in me a 
ſtrange Delight; and when ke ſpoke in 
a chiding Tone, which ſometimes hap- 
pened when I neglefted my Notes to 
contemplate his graceful Mien, the 
Elegance of his Perſon, or his Features, 
which had ſomething manly and com- 
manding in them, ſoftened with more 
than female Sweetneſs, felt a Plea- 
fure which I then did not know how 
to account for. That the Reader may- 
not be ſurprized at the-Sentiments Mr, 
Smart raiſed in my youthful Breaſt, I 
ſhall here give a particular Deſcription 
of his Perſon; a Practice which I ſhall 
always obſerve with regard to all thoſe 
Perſonages introduced in this Hiſtory, 
who have any thing ſo remarkably” a- 
miable, or the contrary-in them, which 
may entitle them to that Diſtinction. 
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Mi.r. Smart then was in Stature the 
loweſt of the middle Size; he was of 
ſuch a Height that be would have been 
tall for a Woman, tho? not for a Man; 
but ſoelegantly and exactly was heſhap- 
ed, ſuch-Symmetry and Proportion was 
there in his Limbs, that he appeared ra · 
ther taller than he was; and though his 
Perſon had more in it of the Graeeful than 
the Majeſtic, yet ſtill there was in ĩt ſome - 
thing noble and commanding. His Eyes: 
were black and ſprightly, his Complex= 
ion of a roſy Hue, and in his Face there 
was an equal Mixture of Tenderneſs and 
Senſibility, with a ſomething piegnant, 
as the French term it, which could not 
fail to pleaſe. His black Hair, which he 
wore negligently tied behind, became 
him with a Grace inexpreſſible. In a 
Word, ſo amiable was his Figure, that 
be might have far for the Picture of an 
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Our Affection, which was mutual, 
never went farther than the Interchange 
of Looks; but this amorous Commerce 
is of much more Conſequence than 
is generally thought by any but thoſe 
who are deeply initiated in the Myſte- 
nes of Love. Cupid is, however, inge- 
nious in finding Means to explain him- 

ſelf; for Mr. Smart, though his Diſ- 
courſe always turned upon the Buſineſs 
which brought him, found Means to 
addreſs it to me in ſuch a manner, and 
it was accompanied with ſuch an Ex- 
preſſion in his Face, that it ſeemed to 
contain a thouſand Declarations of 
Love. In playing a Piece of Muſick, 
he often fixed his Eyes upon me, and: 
accompanied every Cadence in a tender 
Air with a Glance that made it thrill 
through the Nerve of Pleaſure, and 
3 to the inmoſt Receſſes of my 
Soul. 


Mis BEVERLY: 2; 
Soul. What often paſſed between us 
ſeems to be admirably expreſſed in the 


following Lines of that charming Poet, 
Prior. 


The Merchant, to Al his Treaſ ure, 
Conveys it in a borrow'd Name; 
nc ſerves to give me Meaſure, 
ut Chloe | is my real Flame, 


My favourite Verſe, my darling Lyre _ 
Upon EZuphelia's Toilet lay, 
| When Chloe noted her Deſire 

That 1 ſhould ſing, that I ſhould play. 


My ores I tune, my Voice 1 raiſe; 
And with my Numbers mix my Sighsy, 

1 "Du whilſt I ſing Euphelia's Praiſe, 
I fix my Soul on Chloe's Fxes. ko 1 


* Fair Chlze blu h'd--- Euphelia AA 1 
I ſung and gaz d, I play d and crembl'd, 
And Venus to the Loves around © © © 
 Remark'd how ill we all diſſembl'd. 
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All this was verified in Mr. Smar!”s 
Viſits to my Siſter and me; for though 
he often addreſſed his Converſation to 
her, and might appear to an unobſerv- 
ing Stander-by to take equal Pains 
in teaching us both, yet I was in Fact 
ſo much the ſole Object of his Atten- 
tion, that my Siſter never learned any 
thing from him; and his Coming ſeemed 
to be ſolely on my Account, But ſo 
far was.this from exciting any J ealouſy 
in my Siſter, that it was never perceived 
by her. She had, indeed, a great 
Friendſhip and Affection for me, but 
never appeared ſuſceptible of the Paſ- 
ſion of Love. This I was convinced 
of afterwards by her marrying without 
Reluctance a plain ordinary Man; for 
I think it may be laid down as a Maxim, 
That that Woman can have no Eyes to 
diſcern the Beauty of an amiable Ob- 
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iQ, who is ſo void of Feeling as to 
receive a diſagreeable one into her 
Arms, except ſome Conſtraint or reſiſt· 
leſs Neceſſity obliges her to it. 


It is now time to put an End to this 
Chapter, which has already extended to 
an extravagant Length; but it turned 
upon a Subject which 5 could not eaſily 
quit. | 


CHAP. Ul. 


Take ſuch Pleaſure in aweneg * 

on the Ideas which the Subject of 
my laſt Chapter never fails to excite in 
me, that if 1 quirted i it, it was "OY to 
reſume it ee row | 


The knipreſſion which Vir. Gare 
made upon my youthful Heart has 


never ſince been effaced by any other 
F 3 pH Object; > 
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Object; yet, as I obſerved before, it | 
was in many. Reſpects different from 
the Paſſion of Love, as I have ſince | 
experienced it, and as it 1s. generally 
apprehended. to- be.. Notwithſtanding 
the Affection J felt for this amiable 
young Man, I never, in any Senſe, 
aſpired to the Poſſeſſion of him, or 
aimed at any cloſer Connexion with 
him than that which I enjoyed. My 
Love had likewiſe this Peculiarity 
in it, it was not ſuſceptible of any 
Degree of- Jealouſy ; for when I was 
informed that my admired Celadon, 
though only in the twenty- third Year 
of his Age, was married to a fine Wo- 
man, with whom he had received a large 
Fortune, nay, Was generally thought 
to have ſeveral Intrigues with Ladies 
of the firſt Quality, this Intelligence 
raiſed no jealous Emotions in me. 
| Rm afterwards * ſeen his 
. Wife, 
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Wife, I was ſo far from beholding her 
with the Eyes of a Rival, that I was 
ſtruck with Admiration of her Beauty, 
though the Partiality of Love . me 
think 1 i inferior to unte | 


"Ons Ince enk it it may appear 
trivial to my Readers, I cannot poſſibly 
omit; for Lovers take notice of a thou- 
ſand little Circumſtances which are 
overlooked by the Eyes of the indif- 
ferent; and their Memory retains what 
would be quickly forgotten, did not that 
Paſſion render ſeeming Trifles intereſt» 
and important. The Circumſtance 1 
mean is this: Mr. Smart dreſſed ex» 
tremely genteel, and varied his Dreſſes, 

his Waiſtcoat, if not his Coat, almoſt 
every Day. At one Time, for Exam- 
ple, he came in a Brown Coat and a Red 
Waiſtcoat laced with Gold at another, 
in the flame Brown Coat, with a Red 
| Waiſt- 


— 
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Waiſtcoat of Cut Velvet. One Day he 
was dreſſed in Blue trimmed with Gold, 
the next in Green, the third in Red, 
and the fourth in Brown, with a Green 
Sattin Waiſtcoat. I could not forbear 
taking notice, that as he varied his 
Dreſſes, the Impreſſion he made upon 
my Heart varied likewiſe ;” and thus 1 
ſeemed to myſelf to be captivated with 
a Variety of different Objects, and not 
confined to one alone; ſo that I veri- 
Hed” the Obſervation of that refined 
| Obſerver of the Paſſions, Rachefoucault, 
That there may be a ſort of Incon- 
« ſtancy in a Paſſion concentered upon 
* one Object, as when the Imagination 
ct roves from Charm to Charm, and at 
different Times is captivated 17 dif- 
* erenk Aegean . X 


i the Tine of Mr. Smarts 
Actendane on me, there-happened a 
| general. 
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general Mourning; and both Court 
and City being obliged to wear Hlack, 
my Adniirer could not diſpenſe with 
conforming to the Mode, but was, like 
others, forced to change the Gaiety of 
Colours for the Solemnity of Black. 
Though in this Change of Dreſs he 
ſtill appeared very lovely, I thought 
the Luſtre of his Beauty appeared ſome- 
what eclipſed; and I was glad, when, 
upon the ceaſing of the Mourning, he 
had an Opportunity of ſnining forth in 
the variegated Gaiety of Dreſs. Theſe 
Circumftances may to ſome ſeem trivial 
and puerile, but I doubt not they will 
to many of my own Sex appear natu- 

ral and intereſting. This Dream of 
e however, at laſt had an End; 
it expired with the Twebvemonth, fur 
in that Time 1 3 
n or Rh 
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Here l cannot omit 8 ans 
ater: Circumſtance, in which this A- 
mour, if it may properly be called by 
that Name, differed exceedingly from 
that of a grown Perſon. Though it 
gave me high Delight whilſt it laſted, 
it cauſed me no Regret when it expired. 
This I find it difficult to account for, 
and do not know whether I ſhould 
aſcribe it to the Thoughtleſsneſs of my 
tender Age, or ſuppoſe that there is a 
Time of Life when we are incapable of 


feeling the Paſſion: of Love, and when = 


it acts upon our Souls merely through 
the Medium of the Imagination. As 
I cannot frameè a ſatisfactory Hypotheſis 
for the Solution of this ſeeming Para- 
dox, I hall conclude this Chapter with 
obſerving; that Love is ſo complicated, 

that there are a Variety of Paſſions 
which 5 be properly called by its 
Name, 
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Name, though different from each other 
in many Circumſtances, and that there 
are Diſtinctions to be made upon this 
Subject, which have eſcaped the moſt 
refined Obſervers, and thoſe who have 
written with the greateſt Preciſion. up- 
on what the French call Ia Metapbyſique 


du Cæur, the — ſicks ws the 
<< ert“ 


CHAP. IW. 


EIN G arrived at my 4 rt 
| Year, I was introduced into the 

World by my Aunt Betty, my Mother's 8 
Siſter, married to Colonel Clayton, a 
Man of Fortune and Faſhion, who lived 
in great Splendor near St. James s, 
and with him led a Life of Gaiety and 
Diſſipation. This Lady was in Tem- 
per the reverſe of my Mother, as well 
Vor. IJ. 2 5 0 


K of 
as my other Aunt Barbara, my Fa- 
ther's Siſter. The former was as fond 
of Gaiety and expenſive Pleaſure, as 
the latter were averſe to them; for my 
Mother, who had been educated in the 
City, had imbibed all the ceconomical 
Maxims of a prudent Citizen. She 
was one of thoſe ſtrict CEconomiſts 
who might, perhaps without much In- 
juſtice, be taxed with Avarice. My 
Father, on the contrary, was of a ge- 
nerous, hoſpitable Diſpoſition, though 
at the ſame Time moderate and diſcreet. 
Being thoroughly convinced that Riches 
owe all their Worth to the Uſe which 
is made of them, bis Temper led him 
to enjoy. freely what my Mother's in- 
clined her to hoard up; and though ſhe 
was conſtantly oppoſing him in his Ex- 
pences, and endeavouring to eſtabliſh 
an CEconomy in his Houſe bordering 
rather upon Meanneſs than Parſimony, 
| MOI, . 
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ſhe could not prevent his keeping a very 
good Houſe, and often generouſly en- 
tertaining his Friends, This Defect 
of Avarice, which I can by no means 
think ſuch a great Reproach as it is 
repreſented by the Spendthrift and the 
Prodigal, was my Mother's only Fault ; 
for in all other Reſpects her Character 
was excellent; ſhe was poſſeſſed of 
many good Qualities, and, notwith- 
ſtanding this little Oppoſition of Cha- 
rater, lived in conſtant Amity with 
my Father. 


My hang Barbara ſomewhat reſem- 
bled my Mother in a Diſpoſition to 
Frugality ; but the moſt ſtriking Sin- 
gularity in her Character, was a ſtrong 
Tincture of Superſtition. Having in 
the early Part of her Life married an 
Engliſh Merchant of Bourdeaux, of the 
Roman Catholick Perſuaſion, ſhe retired - 

C 2 with 
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with him to France, where ſhe ſoon 
embraced the Religion of the Coun- 
try, and became much more bigotted 
to it than any of the Natives. Upon 
the Death of her Huſband ſhe returned 
to England, poſſeſſed of a large For- 
tune, which he had acquired by 
Trade; and as ſhe had no Children, 
ſne choſe to reſide with my Father and 


Mother, who had great Hopes of one 


Day ſeeing her Wealth, which was very 
conſiderable, added to their own. 


From a Mother and Aunt of this 


Turn, I received conſtant Leſſons and 
Remonſtrances that ill ſuited with my 
Diſpoſition, which, though naturally 
ſerious, was prone- to expenſive Plea- 
ſures, and delighted in Magnificence. 


The Temper of my Aunt Betty was 
much more agreeable to my Humour. 
She introduced me into the Beau Monde; 
with her I frequented Drums, Routs, 

Nach, 
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Rackets, Balls, and Plays; and at the 


Age of nineteen was become Ne, - 
acquainted with the World. a 


Both my Mother and Aunt Barbara 
frequently lectured me upon my Extra- 
vagancies. The former conſtantly ex- 
patiated upon the Expences unavoid- 
ably. incurred by ſuch an immoderate 
Purſuit of Pleaſure; declared I would 
ruin the Man whoſe Lot it ſhould be 
to marry me; and recommended her 
own Example and that of my Aunt 
Barbara for my Imitation. My Father, 
on the contrary, approved of my ſeeing 
Company, and frequenting public 
Places. This he thought neceffary to 
quahfy me for the Converſation of 
People of Quality and Faſhion ; and 
as he often expreſſed his Hopes of one 
Day ſeeing me married to a Title, he 
thought no o Expence to be regretted 
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which contributed to form my Educa- 
tion, and make me acquainted with the 
Manners of high Life. 


Lady Clayton was perpetually exhort- 
ing me to have a Spirit equal to the 
Fortune I was born to; and expreſſing, 
in ſecret, a profound Contempt for the 
low Creatures of the City, as ſhe called 


them, adviſed me in every thing to 


follow the Example, and copy the 
Manners of Perſons of Condition. 


This Advice I was too well inclined 
to follow; for I ſoon contracted an ex- 
travagant Turn to expenſive Pleaſures, 
as well as a ſecret Contempt for all who 
were not diſtinguiſhed by Birth, Rank, 
or Fortune. The ill Conſequences 
both of this. haughty Diſpoſition and 


Turn to Profuſeneſs, I have ſince ſen- 


ſibly experienced in the Courſe of a 


Life 
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Life checquered with Viciſſitudes; and 
from an accurate Obſervation of what 
paſſes amongſt Mankind, I am tho- 
roughly perſuaded that no Leſſon will 
be more uſeful to Perſons of all Con- 
ditions than that of the Apoſtle, Be 
ye clothed with Humility, for God reſiſt= 
eth the Proud. Indeed, ſome of the 
_ greateſt Misfortunes of my Life have 
been owing to that Pride which the 
Lady above-mentioned, under whoſe 
Care I was educated, uſed to- term 
having a becoming Spirit, and knowing 
one's ſelf. But it happened with her as 
with many others: Though not origi- 
nally of Condition, ſhe valued herſelf 
more upon her Quality than thoſe who 
are born to Titles; and though bred 
and born in the City, looked down 
upon Citizens with a Contempt which 
few of the Nobility diſcover for them. 

1his Pride has generally ſome Con- 
| 8 nexion 
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nexion with Meanneſs, whilſt thoſe of 
a truly great Spirit deſpiſe nobody. 


Having thus laid before the Reader 
the Characters of ſeveral Perſonages 
concerned in this Drama of my Life, 
I ſhall reſume my Narrative. 


There was a kind of perpetual Con- 
tention between my Father and Mother 
and my two Aunts concerning my Edu- 
cation. I was the particular Favourite 
of them all, and each was deſirous of 
enjoying he chief Influence over me. I 
have often obſerved, that a Favourite in 
private Families, as well as in Kingdoms, 
gives Riſe to Faction and Contention, 
Feuds and Animoſities. Thus it hap- 
pened in the preſent Inſtance. A Faction 
was immediately formed in the Family, 
as in a State. My Father ſided with my 
Aunt Be/ly, in Oppoſition to my Mo- 

ther 
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ther and Aunt Barbara, whoſe Senti- 
ments my Siſter, though ſhe ſecretly 
favoured my Inclinations, as a mutual 
Friendſhip ſubſiſted between us, was 

obliged outwardly to adopt. Her 
Temper, indeed, greatly reſembled 
theirs; for Paſſion had no Influence 
over her Conduct, and all her Actions 
were regulated by Prudence; yet ſhe 
had a Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and a 
_ Good-nature, which are ſeldom to be 
found in the rigidly Careful ; and con- 
trary to a Maxim which commonly 
prevails, That Avarice and Auſterity 
of Manners are generally united. 


I muſt not omit another Perſonage, 

I mean the French Mademoiſelle, who 

had acquired great Importance in the 

Family; and by a fort of French Po- 

licy adopting Dutch Prudence, found 
means to pleaſe all Parties, by preſerv- 
C5 ing 
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ing an Appearance of Neutrality, 
Mademoiſelle Toinon was indeed a Wo- 
man of great Sprightlineſs, as well as 
agreeable Converſation, though ſhe 
had ſome Faults, of which I have al- 
ready taken notice; and notwithſtand- 
ing ſhe made herſelf rather too buſy 
in the Family, yet as ſhe had acquired, 
ſo ſhe in a great meaſure deſerved, the 
Favour of every perſon. She had one 
Quality, which could not fail of ren- 
dering her Company deſirable, viz. that 
ofenlivening Converſation, and inſpiring 
any Society with Chearfulneſs and Good- 
humour. She had often, by ſome ſud- 
den ſprightly Sally, put an End to the 
long and frequent Altercations between 
my Father, Mother, and two Aunts, 
concerning my Settlement in theWorld. 
My Mother and my Aunt Barbara were 
always wiſhing to ſee me married to 
ſome ſubſtantial Citizen, whoſe Sobriety 
. 
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and Frugality might correct the Extra- 
vagance of my Diſpoſition; whillt my 
Aunt Betty affirmed, that with ſuch a 


Fortune as I was to inherit, I ſhould 


entertain more aſpiring Thoughts ; 
that none but grovelling Souls con- 


tented themſelves with their primeval 


Meanneſs, when there was a Poſſibility 
of emerging out of it; and that it was 
her Opinion, that J ſhould never con- 
fent to marry any Man below the De- 
gree of a Baron or a Viſcount. In theſe 
Sentiments my Father uſed to join her, 


by declaring, that he hoped one Day 


to ſee me married to a Duke. This 
Contrariety of Opinions begot laſting 
Debates, which Mademoiſelle Toinon 
frequently appeaſed by her Sp 
neſs and Good-humour. 


es CHAY 
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S it was univerſally known that 

I was Heireſs to a very con- 

+ pon BA Fortune, it is not to be won- 
dered at that I received the Addreſſes 
of a great Number of Suitors, moſt of 
whom paid their Court to my Money 
rather than my Perſon. My Father 
told me that he would lay no Con- 
ſtraint upon my Inchnations, but would 
allow me to pleaſe myſelf in the Choice 
of a Huſband ; at the ſame Time he 
inſinuated, that it would give him the 
highelt Satisfaction to ſee me advanta- 
geouſly ſettled in the World as ſoon ag 
poſſible. My two Aunts and my Mo- 
ther eſpouſed the Cauſe of one or other 
of my profeſſed Admirers, according 
as the Caprice of their Tempers di- 
rected them. For my own part, I 
be 1 © diſliked 
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diſliked them all, though I was obliged 


to receive them, in order to pleaſe my 


Parents. My Readers, I believe, will 
not be ſurprized at this Piſguſt, when 
I have drawn the Characters of the 
Gentlemen who laid fo cloſe a Siege to 
my Fortune, whilft they affected to 
take Aim at my Perſon. 


The firſt was Sir Fobn- Digby, 

Colonel of Horſe, who poſſeſſed an 
_ Eſtate in Beriftvre, . the greateſt Part 
of which he had run out by his Extra- 
vagance. He was one of thoſe Cha- 
rafters which: no one can approve, 
though they meet with too much In- 
dulgence in the World. He was exs 
tremely laviſh of his Money, which he 
ſquandered away in every kind of vicious 
Pleaſure; and as he took no Care of 
his own Afairs, he injured all who had 
any ci with him. His Doors 


were 
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were every Morning beſieged by 
Tradeſmen, who in vain made Appli- 
cation for their Money, and were con- 
ſtantly deſired to call again, though 
they had, perhaps, received the ſame 
Anſwer twenty Times before. The 
Colonel, to palliate his Exceſſes, affec- 
ted an outward Appearance of Gene- 
roſity; though, upon a careful Enquiry, 
I diſcovered that he never performed a 
generous Action in his Life: For 
whilſt he conferred his Liberality upon 
Proſtitutes and Paraſites, he defrauded _ 
honeſt Tradeſmen, and reduced their 
Families to Beggary. There is not a 
more erroneous Opinion than that ge- 
nerally received Maxim, That Spend- 
thrifts and Prodigals are generous. 
For my Part, I have known more truly 
generous and charitable Actions per- 
formed by reputed Miſers, than by I 
Perſons of this Stamp. To return to 3 


4 
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the Colonel: As he was prodigal and 


extravagant in his Conduct, he was 


haughty and overbearing in his Beha- 
viour, and indulged himſelf in Raillery 
to ſuch a licentious Degree, that he 
was perpetually making himſelf Ene- 
mies; yet, ſtrange to tell! this very 
Quality procured him Importance, and 
made him a kind of Oracle in all the 
Companies he frequented. | 


I have often vom furprized at the 
Complaiſance with which Men of this 
Character are received in all Societies, 
at the ſame Time that they are ſecretly 
dreaded by every body; for even thoſe 
who laugh with them, hate them in 
their Hearts, not knowing how ſoon 
they may feel the Edge of that farcaſ- 


tical Talent which they have before 
ſeen exerted againſt others. This ſeem- 


ing Inconſiſtency may, I apprehend, 
be 
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be eaſily accounted for by the power- 
ful Influence of Vanity. People think, 
by countenancing theſe Ralliers, whom 
they ought to ſhun as the Peſts of So- 
ciety, that they prove themſelves invul- 
nerable toRaillery, and, of conſequence, 
free from every Defect and Imperfec- 
tion. This Notion has ſomething in it 
ſo mean and vicious, that I never pity 
ſuch Perſons when roaſted, as the 
Phraſe is, by thoſe they before encou- 
raged unmercifully to expoſe the Foibles 
of others. A | 


T be Colonel poſſeſſed another Qua- 
nty, which I could not but diſapprove 
of very much, viz. a violent Affection 
for his Bottle, over which he often 
fat up whole Nights, and renewed 
the ſame riotous Scenes with the Com- 
panions of his Debaucheries the Morn- 
ng after. The Vice of Ebriety muſt 
| | - Wraps 
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always be odious to the Fair-Sex for 
this obvious Reafon, the Man who 
loves is always ſober and abſtemious. 
However his Paſſion may affect his 
Reaſon, his Head is never diſordered 
by Liquor; for it is an eſſential Pro- 
perty of Love to diminiſh, and, as it 
were, ſwallow up all ſubordinate Appe- 
tites and inferior Paſſions, ſuch as the 
Deſire of Eating, n e 
ing, Se. 


— al theſe bad Quali- 
ves, the Colonel poſſeſſed a great Share 
of Gaiety and Aſſurance, moved in the 
Sphere of High Life, made Betts at 
Artbur's, and loſt his Money with the 
Spirit of a Nobleman; diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf at Newmarket, and dreſſed rich- 
ly. Lady Clayton declared in his Fa- 
vour, and thought him a very pretty 
Fellow. He little merited, however, 

_ this. 
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this Appellation. For though his Face 


was not by Nature abſolutely diſagree- 
able, there was an Expreſſion of rakiſh 


Brutality in it, which rendered 1t ex- 
tremely diſguſtful; and though his Per- 


ſon diſcovered Symptoms of Strength, 
it was totally deſtitute of Elegance. 
Add to all this, that the Colonel, from 


the fierce Cock of his Hat, his bluſ- 
tering Manner and whole Deportment, 


might be juſtly compared to Captain 
Flaſh; a Character which I have always 


held in the higheſt Abhorrence, though 


I] am inclined to think, that thoſe very 
Qualities, acquired him the Favour of 


my Aunt; for ſhe was one of thoſe 


Women who vetify Waller's  Ovſerva: 
tion, that 


Women, born to be controul'd, 


Stoop to the Forward and the Bold, 
Affect the Haughty and the Proud, 
The Gay, the Frolick, and the Loud. 


It 


5 
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It is now Time to proceeed to 

the Characters of my other Suitors, 

whoſe Portraits may be found in the 
next Chapter. 
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CHAP. VI 


S my Lover from the Court-end 

. of the Town, and who, I could 
eaſily perceive, paid his Addreſſes to 
me merely with a View of repairing his 
ſhattered Fortune, reflected little Ho- 
nour on the Nobility; my City Lover, 
whoſe Character I ſhall next lay before 
the Reader, gave me as unfavourable an 
Opinion of that Quarter of the Metro- 
polis. He ſeemed to think all Worth 
concentered in Money, and that every 
Man's Reputation was to be eſtimated by 
his Wealth. His Dreſs was ſo very plain, 
| | that 
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that if he had not worn Buttons to his 
Coat, any Perſon would have been 
tempted to think him one of the People 
called Quakers. His Deportment and 
Behaviour were truly ridiculous; for in 
Walking he ſeemed to be guarding his 
Pockets from Thieves; and in ſpeak- 
ing, he meaſured his Syllables in ſuch 
a deliberate Manner, as if he was fear- 
ful of being extravagant in the. Uſe of 


' » Words. He was about ſeven- and. fort 


Years of Age, a Diſparity ſufficient to 

make me abſolutely refuſe even to liſten 
to his Addreffes ; but he was poſſeſſed 
of an hundred thouſand Pounds; a Me- 
rit which totally obliterated all his De- 
fects in the Eyes of my Mother and 
my Aunt Barbara, who were continu- 
ally repreſenting to me how happy ſuch 
an Acceſſion of Wealth would render 
me, However warmly they pleaded 
in his Fayour, they could obtain no- 
ai thing 
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thing farther from me, except the Ad- 
miſſion of his Viſits; a Conftraint for 
which I afterwards made myſelf ample 
Amends, by laughing at him in my pri- 
| vate Converſions with Mademoiſelle 


4 


My third Lover was a Kind ts Me- 
dium between the two former; one that 
might paſs for a Courtier at S/. Fames's, 
and for a Citizen on the other Side of 
T emple-Bar. He was originally a Cap- 
tain in the Army; but a conſiderable 
Sum of Money having been left him 


by a diſtant Relation, he ſold his Com- 
miſſion to encreaſe it; and having a 


ſtrong natural Inclination to amaſſing 
Riches, choſe the City for his Place 
of Reſidence, where, by a conſtant 
Attention to his Intereſt, he, in a 
few Years, accumulated upwards of 


cee As ſoon as he found himſelf 


poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of ſo much ready Caſh, he 
thought it moſt prudent to begin to 
realiſe; and accordingly purchaſed an 
Eſtate of five Hundred Pounds per Ann. 
in Yorkſvire. This Gentl&nan, who had 
the Addreſs and Politeneſs of the Gen- 


- tlemen of the Army, joined to that 


Prudence of Conduct and Attention to 
Self-intereſt which diſtinguiſh the Citi- 
zen, ſoon became the Favourite of my 
Father, who warmly ſupported his Ad- 
dreſſes, and often preſſed me to favour 
his Paſſion, though without Succeſs. 


FO NS 


I indeed admitted the Viſits of Mr. 


Hollis, which was this Gentleman's 


Name, through Complaiſance to my 


Father; but I could never be brought, 


for many Reaſons, to have any Degree 


of Liking to him; for, in the firſt 


Place, his Perſon was ordinary; and I 


conſider external es as ſo eſſenti- 
ally 
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ally neceſſary to excite Love, that it is 


my firm Opinion, this Paſſion owes its 


Exiſtence ſolely to Beauty, and never 


was produced without the Charm of 


this attractive Quality in its Object. 
There are, indeed Examples of Men 
who have been ſaid to marry homely 
Women for Love; there have been 
likewiſe Inſtances of Women, ſaid to 


have been inſpired. with the amorous 


Paſſion, by Men deſtitute of any Ac- : 


compliſhments, and totally void of 


every Quality engaging and attractive. 


But ſurely they muſt be very ignorant 
of the Nature of ſuch refined and ele- 
gant Feelings, who think theie Exam- 
ples of the Extravagance of Caprice 


could take their Riſe from ſo pure 4 
Source. They ſhould rather be im- 


puted to the Effects of F aſcination, 
the Fruits of a diſtempered and crazed 
nn. I am. ſurprized to find a 


Writer | 
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Writer who has diſcovered ſuch a pro- 
found Knowledge of human Nature as 
Monſieur De la Bruyere, and who has 
made the moſt refined and juſt Obſer- 
vations upon Love, in ſome Meaſure 
countenance this vulgar Error. It is 
the Remark of this ingenious Author, 


that when a Man entertains a Paſſion 


for an ugly Woman, it muſt be very 
ſtrong; for the Power of Caprice, ſays 
he, muſt have a very extraordinary In- 
fluence, in order to produce ſo extra- 
ordinary an Effect; the Paſſion pro- 
duced by it muſt therefore be very laſt- 


ing, as well as violent. Some People 


are naturally led, by their low, grovel- 
ing, depraved Appetites, to join them- 
ſelves with Objects which ſeem by Na- 
ture calculated to excite only Senti- 
ments of Contempt and Diſguſt. To 
ſuch as theſe we may apply the Obſer- 
vation of Saal par. | 
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—Virtue, as it never will be woo'd, / 


Though Lewdneſs tempt it in the Shape of. 


Heaven, 


Zo Vice, though to a radiant Angel link'd, 


Will ſate itſelf in a celeſtial Bed, 
And prey on Garbage—— _ 


To purſue the Argument ſtill far- 


ther: I muſt be of Opinion, that a pre- 


poſterous Paſſion for Deformity ſup- 


poſes ſome Vice in the Perſon who i in- 
dulges it: At the fame Time I look 


upon the Admiration of Beauty as the 
Effect of Virtue, as well as a Virtue 


in itſelf, Virtue has been termed 
Beauty by many Philoſophers ; thoſe 


therefore who have no Eyes to diſcern, 


nor Souls to admire the latter, muſt 


of conſequence be deſtitute of the for- 


mer. If Shakeſpear's Obſervation be 


Juſt, that 
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The Man that has ndt Muſick in his Soul, 


And is not mov'd with Concord of ſweet 
Sounds, 


Is fit for Treaſon, Stratagems, and Spoil; 
The Motions of his Spirit are dull as Night, 
And his Aﬀections dark as Brebus : 


158 no ſuch 1 by . 


e that Mind wil be more rude, 
dark, void of Virtue, and all internal 
Symmetry and Proportion of Soul, if 
I may be allowed to uſe fo bold a Me- 
taphor,. which cannot diſcern that je ne 
ſcai quoy in which Beauty conſiſts 
Beauty which delights us by a Kind of 
_ Enchantment, and pleaſes us we know 
not why. But whilſt I purſue my Re- 
flections, I loſe Sight of my Narrative; 
indeed this Subject never fails to intereſt 
me above all others, and it is no won- 
der I ſhould continue it, as it kept my 
thoughts from a diſagreeable one; I 
* | 5 mean 
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mean the Perſon. of Mr. —_— to 
whom I now return. 


Mr. Hollis was rather ſhort, and in- 
clined to be corpulent; he was of 
conſequence inelegantly ſhaped. Tho? 
his Perſon was luſty, his Legs were 
much too thick for his Body; ſo that, 
upon the whole, he could not be a very 
agreeable Figure. His Face beſpoke 
him a Man of Wit and Underſtanding, 
and, to do him Juſtice, he was not de- 
fective in either of theſe Qualities; but 
at the ſame Time there was, both in his 
Stature and Tone of Voice, a ſome- 
thing of the affected Nobleman, which 
always diſguſted me, though it recom- 
mended him to others. This was like- 
wiſe viſible in his Behaviour, in which 
he very ſucceſsfully aped the Man of 
Quality. Having made more than one 
Trip to Paris, he was enabled to act 

N the 
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the Coxcamb ta Perfection, by copy- 
ing the Marquiſſes and Petits. Maitres 
of that Country. | 


As Mr. Hollis was not amiable in his 
Perſon, and rather affected than polite 
in his Behaviour, ſo his Character was 
by no Means calculated to conciliate 
the Affection of a Woman. I could 
diſcoyer, during the Courſe of my Ac- 
quaintance with him, that, however he 
might ſometimes affect Generoſity, 
Avarice was his ruling Paſſion; and 
that though he counterfeited a Love 
almoſt riſing to Idolatry of my Perſon, 
he was 1n Fact captivated by my For- 
tune alone. But I do not affign this 
as my particular Reaſon for rejecting 
him. He as well as his two Rivals 
appeared to me Men altogether un- 
worthy of my Love, and poſſeſſed none 
of the Qualities requifite to make an 
5 . 
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Impreſſion upon my Heart. I however 


admitted the Viſits of theſe Men, and 
of others whoſe Characters I ſhall 


hereafter deſcribe, though I deſpiſed 


them; partly in Compliance with the 
Importunities of my Father and my 


Aunt, and partly to amuſe myſelf, by 
_ remarking their Follies and Imperti- 


nencies. In this Refpe& they gave 
ample Scope to my Obſervations; and 
if ever they wearied me by the Length 
of their Viſlts, I indemnified myſelf 
afterwards by canvaſſing their Charac- 


ters, and laughing at their Extravagan- 
eies, in my Private Interviews with 


Toinon, who was an admirable Compa- 


nion upon ſuch Oecaſſons. 


D 3 CHAP, 
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C H A P. VII. 
A S Toinon and I were one Day di- 


verting ourſelves with the Cha- 
racters of my Triumvirate of Lovers, 
of whom ſhe drew the moſt ridiculous 
Caricaturas imaginable; for no one 
ever poſſeſſed the Talent of diverting 
her Company at the Expence of the Ab- 
ſent in greater Perfection than ſhe; I 
declared my Reſolution to reſiſt all the 
Importunities of my Parents, and never 

enter into the married State, if I never 
ſaw any more amiable Perſons: of the 
other Sex than thoſe who at that Time 
paid their Addreſſes to me. Toinon highly 
approved of my Sentiments, and gave 
me a Piece of Advice which I never 
afterwards forgot, and which I have 
ſince made it the chief Care and Study 


5 my Life to adhere to, viz. never to 
engage 
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engage myſelf for Life, till I had met 
with a Man whom repeated Trials 
ſhould prove to be worthy of my 
Eſteem. Obſerving that upon this Oc- 
caſion ſhe talked of Love as if ſhe was 
perfectly acquainted with all its elegant 
Refinements; I queſtioned her; when 
ſhe told me with a Sigh, that ſhe had 
never met with more than one Man 
whom ſhe thought worthy of her Af- 
fections; that he, after poſſefling, had 
abandoned her through mere Levity 
and Inconſtancy of Temper ; which, as 
ſhe added, was a Fault too common in 
her Countrymen, and even amongſt 
thoſe poſſeſſed of the moſt amiable 
2 1 


This g 1 Land ſince found 
true by my own Experience, She ac- 
knowledged, indeed, that ſhe had been 
engaged in ſome Intrigues; but gave 
| M4. me 
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me to underſtand that ſhe had been 
involved in theſe, like other unfortu- 
nate Perſons of her Sex, by the cala- 


mitous Circumſtances to which ſhe had 
been reduced, 


. When Tail inou expreſſed herſelf in 
this manner, I could not help diſco- 
vering a Curioſity to know her Ad ven- 
tures; which ſhe at firſt appeared un- 
willing to gratify, and ſeemed to inſi- 
nuate that ſne was apprehenſive of 
loſing my good Opinion by a Narrative 
of the free Manner in which ſhe had 
-paſſed ſome Part of her Life but 
1 ſoon fatisfied her that I was not 
one of thoſe narrow-minded Crea- 
tures who think Chaſtity the only Vir- 
tue of the Sex, and that no Woman 
can poſſeſs any e dana aa it. 


Satisfied 
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Satisfied with rity Affurances, ſhe 
immediately prepared to gratify my 


Curioſity, by relating the Hiſtory of her 
Life, as the Reader wilt find in hs 


following e 


HAF VIII. 


Hiſtory of the Adventures of out, 
Toinon. 


HE Rank of my Father was 


* no higher than that of a Bour- 


4 geois, or Citizen of Paris. He kept 
« a Coffee-Houſe in La Rue Serpente, 
“and for ſome Years acquired fufficient- 
« ly by his Buſineſs to ſupport himſelf 
ce and his ſmall Family genteely. Paris 
% abounds with Coffee-Houſes, there 
« being hardly a Street of any Note 

c without three or four, and ſometimes 
ea much greater Number in it; yet 
5 D 5 there 
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« there is ſcarce one of them which is 
not conſtantly crowded, ſince there 
« is always a great Concourſe of Fo- 
„ reigners, as well as Perſons arrived 
« from diſtant Provinces, either on 
« Account of Buſineſs or of Pleaſure, 
« who having few Connections with the 
People of Paris, are reduced to the 
« Neceſlity of ſpending the greateſt 
& Part of their Time at ſuch Places. 


As my Parents lived very cre- 
cc ditably, and met with great Succeſs 
for ſome Years after they began 
« Buſineſs, I paſſed the firſt Part of 
« my Life in Eaſe and Affluence. My 
te Father kept as good a Houſe as any 
« Citizen in that Quarter; and being 
<« an only Chlld, I was indulged in all 
my Wiſhes. The Choice of Pleaſures 
« was my only Embarraſſment, and I 


* ſeldom had any thing more to do in 
85 * an 
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. © an Afternoon, but to deliberate 


„ which I ſhould go to, the Opera, 
e the Comic Opera, the French or 
te the Italian Comedy. At Home, my 
<« Time was chiefly employed in read- 
ing Romances, of which every Year 
at Paris furniſhes a new Supply, for 
the Amuſement both of the City and 
© Provinces. Theſe, however trivial 
© in other Reſpects, are always written 
with great Elegance of Stile: Their ; 
<« chief Tendency is to excite and en- 
<« flame the Paſſion of Love by the 
moſt amorous Deſcriptions; and, 
e indeed, in moſt of them this Paſſion 
« js treated with the utmoſt Refine- 
« ment of Art, and the n 
« of Femmes. 


«As my Life paſſed in theſe Amuſe- 
ments, it will not ſeem ſurpriſing that 
] was not unſuſceptible of Love, which 

| D 6 6 ig 
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<« is generally an attendant upon Eaſe 
c and Affluence, whilſt it flies the Ha- 
* bitation of Indigence and Labour. 
It was ſome Time, however, before 
% any Inclination inſinuated itſelf into 
«© my Heart. *Tis true, moſt of the 
„young Perſons who ufed my Father's 
« Houſe, paid their Coutt to me as I 
<« ſat at the Bar, according to a Cuſtom 
* eſtabliſhed, Time out of Mind, at 
« Paris, where the Bar-keeper of 
« Coffee-Houſe, if tolerably hand- 
* ſome, is an Idol to whom all thoſe 
< who frequent the Houſe offer up 
their Incenſe. Declarations of Love 
«© ere every Day made to me, and I 
«received as much Flattery and Court- 


« ſhip as a Dutcheſs ;- but theſe Com- 


40 pliments and Profeſſions, inſtead of 


E inſpiring me with a Paſſion for any 
of thoſe who offered them, only in- 


* creaſed my own Self Love and Vani- 


«6c ty, 


/ 
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ty, of which Nature had given me 
A tolerable Share; whilſt I looked 
% down with Contempt and Indiffe- 
* rence upon ary De | | 


5 Din of theſe were Abbes a Race 
" of Men I could never endure, as 
* Compoſitions of Pedantry, Imper- 
* tinence, and Self-Conceit. Under 
the Calotte, or Leather Bonnet, and 
the black Gown, they conceal all 
„the Vanity of a Marquis, as well as 
* all the Knavery and Arrifice of thoſe 


© Sharpers who are ſo well known ar 


ce Paris by the Title of Chevaliers de 
62 pages as . n of che A | 


« Others of nog heme Gen- 
* er of the long Robe, as Advo- 
« cates, Attornies, Se. or young Men 
α who ſtudied the Law, and attended 
« * ä at the Palais Marchand. 
14 « Though - 
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66 Though theſe did not diſcover the 
„ ſame bad Qualities with the former, 
they were by no means endowed with 
e the Talent of pleaſing, and I beheld 
ce them with equal Coldneſs and In- 
difference. Their Deportment was 
ct ſtiff and affected, and their Language 
& reſembled their Behaviour; for they 
c fpoke with a ridiculous drawling 
&< Tone, and ſeemed to meaſure all 
WM hay; yllables. | 


«ſt was not long, homer, before 
< our Coffee-Houſe began to be fre- 
e quented by young Gentlemen and 
Officers; ſeveral of whom were ex- 
& tremely amiable both in Perſon and 
ce Behaviour, and who all vied with 
« each other in Profeſſions of Eſteem 
« and Reſpect for me; amongſt theſe 
« J quickly diſtinguiſhed one whom I 
« ate worthy * my Affections. 

« He 


„He was a Captain in the Army, and 
ce at that Time had Leave from his 
« Superiors to abſent himſelf from his 
Regiment for ſome. Months. He 
& was, very young, not quite twenty; 
“and though he was rather diminutive 
e than tall, he was ſo exactly ſhaped, 
& and had ſuch a pleaſing Sprightlineſs 
« in his Face, ſoftened with an Expreſ- 
« ſion of the greateſt Good-nature, that 
« a Woman, leſs ſuſceptible of Love 
e than I. was, could not forbear being 
2 enen at firſt Sight. 
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RA. „What Aiſtinguiſhed the Addreſſes 
©« of Monſieur de la Roſe, for that was 
« the Name of this young Officer, from 
« thoſe of my other Suitors, was; that. 
6 all his Profeſſions breathed a Tender- 
e neſs which ſhewed they came from his 
Heart; whilſt the Courtſhip, of the 
« reſt ſeemed to be totally counterfeit, 
2 prompted 
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ce prompted by Vanity, and concen- 
ce © tered 1 in Self-Love. 1 955 | 


. 4 It has been obſerved, and not with- 
< out good Reaſon, that there is a great 
ce Mixture of Self, in every Species of 
Love; but there is one Sort of 
« Courtſhip which is entirely concen- 
ce texedin Self-Love, and has its Source 
<« jn the Vanity of the human Heart. 
« A young Fellow thinks there is 
ie ſomething wanting to him, if he has 
not a Miſtreſs, or does not by ſome 
„Means or other diſcover the Gallan- 
try of his Diſpoſition to thoſe about 
« him, Actuated by this Motive, he 
te pays a counterfeit Adoration to the 
« firſt Girt who comes in his Way, at 
« the ſame Time that he, in Fact, only 
40 idolizes himſelf; and might with 
greater Propriety ſay all thoſe fine 
* Thing to a Looking-Glaſs, than to 
"Ws 
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the pretended Object of Ins Love. 
© The Source of this Impoſition is ob- 
« vious. Young Perſons imagine, that 
« by appearing to admire, and be high- 
„ly affected with, Beauty, they prove 
e themſelves to be amiable; juſt as the 
© pretended Criticks and Connoiſſeurs, 
„with which our Coffee-Houſes are as 
e much thronged as with thoſe Cox- 
% combs of the amorous Kind, ſup- 
© poſe, that by affecting to extol the 
« Abilities of Men of Genius, and to 
ebe in Raptures at the Beauty of their 
_ 4 Compoſitions, they ſhew themſelves 
< animated by the ſame Spirit, and poſ- 
ec ſeſſed of the ſame ——— En- 
« dowments. 


But to return to a Subject much 
ct more intereſting to me, I mean, to 
„ Monſ. de la Roſes Paſſion. I was 
made * neppy by his Ten- 
| « derneſs 
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« derneſs and Aſſiduity during the few | 
+ Months he reſided at Paris; but he 
* was. ſuddenly called upon to join his 
Regiment, which was at that Time 
_ & quartered at Marſeilles. I received 
e this Information like a Clap of Thun- 
„der; my Heart was overwhelmed 
| < with Melancholy, and filled with fore- 
« boding Fears of a Tranſition from 
« Happineſs to Miſery. Monſieur 4e 
« la Roſe employed all his Rhetorick 
to conſole me; and the Tender- 
* neſs. which he diſcovered, together 
« with an Afſurance that he would 
< write to me every Poſt, in ſome 
« Meaſure mitigated the Anguiſh « 
ec © my Heart.” 


As it then began to grow late, Toi bi- 
non and I parted for that Evening, af- 
ter ſhe had promiſed me to reſume the 


Thread of her Narrative the next 
— ; 
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Night; which I was impatient to hear, 
being filled wan Gurighey, *y the Be- 
ginning. 


% * * = * 
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\H E next Evenivg I ſbon retir- 
ed to my Apartment with Toi- 
non, whom I eagerly preſſed to reſume 
the Narrative of ' her Adventures; a 
Requeſt ſhe immediately complied with 
in _ get. aner, 3 þ 
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; 66 <Iti is a common neee that 
% Misfortunes ſeldom come ſingle; and 
< this. proyerbial Saying I found ſadly 
verified at the Period of my Life 1 

am now relating. After the Depar- 
s ture of Monſieur de la Roſe, a Month 


* er without my ever r 1 from 


c6 <« him. 


oF HIST ORT :@F- 
er him. This filled my Mind with 
<< anxious Apprehenſions for his Safety; 
<« for I did not in the leaſt doubt of 
« the Continuance of his Love. But 
this was not all; another Coffee- 
« Houſe being ſet up in the Street, 
« the Barr-keeper of which had the 
% Reputation of a Beauty, my Father, 
„ho, I muſt own, did not take ſuf- 
«© ficient Care to oblige his Cuſtomers, 
« found himſelf all on a ſudden deſert- 
« ed by them. To this, I believe, I 
contributed not a little myſelf, as I 
% was ſo void of Complaiſance fot the 
« Gentlemen who affected a Paſſion for 
me, that I generally treated their 
< Addreſſes with Pertneſs and Con- 
< tempt. This Behaviour, though it 
e would have been right in one diffe- 
< rently eireumſtanced, was certainly 
„very imprudent in a Woman in my 
« Station of Life. What a dreadful 
| « Reverſe 


. 
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<< Reverſe of Fortune was this a ſud- 
den Tranſition from Affluence, Eaſe, 
* and Luxury, to Want, and all its 


66 Train of. nr ene 


bf My. F he being * ma | 
had no other Reſource but to become 
* a Waiter in another Coffee-Houſe, 
and I was obliged to retire to a Con- 
c vent-at Orleans, the Abbeſs of which 
was diſtantly related to our Family. 


« This Change of Circumſtances mor- 
e tified me not a little, and my Caſe 


e ſeemed ſimilar to/that of one of the 
tt Roman Veſtals, when for a Breach of 
<* Chaſtity they were buried alive in a 
Vault. The Solemnity of the Faces, 


© the: reſerved Behaviour of all about 


© me, the Retiredneſs of the Place; 
& all theſe Circumſtances contributed 


« to encreaſe my Melancholy. To 


20 add to my Affliction, the Abbeſs 
| hs was 


TW. N. 
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c as daily preſſing me to take the 
cc Veil, aſſuring me that to one whoſe 


Spirit was broken by Sorrow like 


< mine, the only Refuge was a religi- 


ce ous Life. I reſiſted her Importunities 
« as well as I could, and for ſome 
« Months led a Life of unceaſing 
« Melancholy. This ſad Diſtreſs, 


© however, was at laſt diſpelled, and 


brightened on a Sud- 


. cen. wh n I little ee N 


" One Evening: after 8 as 1 


4% Was walking i in the Hall of the Con- 


“ yent, I found my Heart lightened of 
e its Burthen almoſt -inſtantaneouſly ; 
«© a calm Serenity aroſe in my, Breaſt, 
« and a. Gleam of Hope ſeemed to 
“ pierce the Gloom of Deſpair. Some 
* unaccountable Impulſe, which I can- 
«© not explain, led me to the Parlour, 
« of G of the Convent; where alone 
33 66 the 


Muſs 

e the Nuns can ſee and converſe with 
<« thoſe who come to viſit them. I had 
e not ſtood there long, when I was ſur- 
ce prized and amuſed by a Regiment 


« ſuddenly marching almoſt by the 


„Window of the Convent; but how 
„greatly was my Surpriſe increaſed, 
« when I ſaw my Lover, Monſieur de 


„%a Roſe, amongſt the Officers of one ' 


e of the Companies. He came up to 


* the Parlour, and our Interview was 
It) was 


te as affecting as it was ſhort, 
<« ;jmpoſlible for my Lover to ſtop long; 
e but in the few Moments he was with 
* me, he gave me to underſtand, that 


« he would ſoon take Meaſures to de- | 


<« liver me from the Place of my Con- 
e finement ; and deſiring me to be at 


© the Parlour on the fame Hour the 
« Day following, he bid me fare- 


„ yell. 


2 . 
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I took Care to comply with his 
ce“ Directions, and had not waited long 
« when, a Perſon came, who brought 
te me a Letter and a large Bundle, the 
Contents of which I was totally ig- 
ce norant of. I opened the Letter with 
&« all the Impatience of Love, eaſily 
« gueſſing that it muſt come from 
„ Monſieur de la Roſe. It began with 
4“ Proteſtations of the moſt. ſincere 
ct Paſſion, and concluded by informing 
" 66 me, that the Bundle which accom- 
46 panied it, contained all that was ne- 
« ceſſary to facilitate my Eſcape; 
<« namely, a Ladder of Ropes, and 
„Man's Clothes as a Diſguiſe. He 
e defired me to be in Readineſs when 
« every Body in the Convent was in 
Bed, and promiſed to come to my 


* Deliverance by Four o'Clock in the 


4 ann 
[Sup « My 
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e My Lover kept his Word; and I 
„e having, at the Hour appointed, put 
* on my Diſguiſe, came to the Win- 
„ dow, where he had for ſome Time 
ce waited my coming. I threw out my 
Ladder of Ropes, which De la Roſe 
* faſtened below; and with a Heart 
e palpitating with Hope and Fear, de- 


5 ſcended, till at laſt he received me in 


his Arms: Then my Fears all va- 
„ niſhed, and Joy and Rapture took 


ce entire Poſſeſſion of my Heart, He 
© carried me to his Inn, where we 


e paſſed the Remainder of the Night 
ce in Extaſies too exquiſite and tranſ- 
4 porting to laſt for ever. A thouſand 
<« Times, in the Ardour of his Paſſion, 
„he vowed an eternal Love; and ſucl: 


« a Novice was I then in Love Affairs, 


ee that I eaſily believed him, though 1 
have ſince dearly experienced thai 
Vor. I. E·˙ , 
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«© Man is more fickle than even our 
„ changeable and inconſtant Sex.” 


oo 


CHAP, N 


Took fo much Pleaſure in hearing 
Toinon relate her Adventures, which 
excited in me Emotions correſpondent 
to her own, and raiſed in my Mind very 
high Ideas of the Happineſs of an amo- 
rous Intercourſe between two Perſons 
Who feel a mutual Affection for each 
other, that I thought every Minute an 
Hour till the Time of our next Inter- 
view. She, on her Side, was as eager to 

continue the Recital of her Hiſtory; as 
he was naturally of a talkative Diſpo- 
ſition, and, like other Lovers, took 
Delight in dwelling upon the dear 

Ideas of paſt Pleaſures, - 5 

3 . * 


« As ſoon as the firſt Tranſports of 
. <6 De la Roſe's Ardour, continued ſhe, 
< had fo. far ſubſided as to leave Room 
| « for Reflection, he deliberated upon 
de the beſt Manner to conceal our Loves 
<< from general Obſervation, and con- 
_ certing Meaſures ts continue our a- 
* morous Connections unnoticed, and 
6 of conſequence uncenſured. He had 
too much Delicacy to bear the 
e „ Thoughts of my following the Re- 
„ oiment as his Miſtreſs ; and to mar- 
ee ry me, though he folemaly aſſured 
* me that his Inclinations Rrongly 
« urged him to it, was, he ſaid, 
a impracticable for him, as Nis 
« Father; who was Major in the ſame 
« Regiment, and a Man of a haughty, 
ce inflexible Character, would never 
0 forgive him, if he was to form ſuch 
* a Connection without his Conſent; f 
ö EZ &. and 
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« and he had no e of ever obtain- 


Ling it. 


4 As Pony is inventive, he ſoon de- 
e viſed an Expedient to put us in the 
« full Enjoyment of our Deſires, as 
well as ſcreen us from all Obſerya- 
« tion. My Perſon being ſuch, that 
4 no one who ſaw me in my Diſguiſe 
could ever ſuſpe&t my Sex, his In- 
« tention was to make me paſs for a 
« young Man, who had juſt liſted in 
« his Company. When you are in the 
« Habit of a Soldier, added he, I will, 


« as is cuſtomary with Officers, chuſe 


you as my Servant, which will ex- 
* emptyoufrom having any Connection 
ce with the Regiment, becauſe Soldiers 
& who attend Officers as their Servants, 
* are excuſed from Duty: Thus you 
de will have an Opportunity of being 

2 conſtantly near my Perſon, without 
* any 
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* any one's conceiving the leaſt Suſ- 


e picion of what paſſes between us. 


« I was highly delighted with the 


ce Thought which Love had ſuggeſted 
to De la Roſe; there was ſomething 
ce romantic in it which humoured the 
e wild Extravagance of my Paſſion; for 


«I could have followed the dear Youth 
« who inſpired it all over the World 


* as his Soldier; and have waited upon 


« him as a Servant with the warmeſt 
« Zeal that Love and Affection can in- 


ſpire. The Imagination of Lovers 
« js ingenious, and avails itſelf of a 
© thouſand little Circumſtances which 
te they alone have Penetration enough 
„ to diſcern, This Diſguiſe gave a 
ce new Guſt to the Deſires both of my 
Lover and myſelf. When he ſaw 


e me in my new Dreſs of a Soldier, 


ehe declared with Raptures, that I 


E43 n 


— 
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<« was the lovelieſt F igure he had ever 
e beheld; his Paſſion ſeemed to in- 
„ creaſe. every Day, and . our Lives 
* glided on in all the tranſporting Ex- 
6 talies of Love. 5 . 

« As all human Happineſs, how- 
« ever, is liable to be diſturbed and 
< interrupted by croſs Accidents, whilſt 
ce we continued to lead this delicious 
Life at Orleans, there happened two 
Events, both of which diſconcerted 
« us; and the laſt gave us not a Title x 
« Perplexity. 


« The Major, who viſited his Son 

« yery ſeldom, happened to call one 
Morning and breakfaſt at his Quar- 
e ters. In Purſuance of De la 2 Roſe's. 
e Stratagem I waited upon them, and 
e made their Coffee. The Major, 1 
could wy perceive, was highly 
< pleaſed 
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cc pleaſed with my Addreſs; and ob- 
e ſerving to his Son, that I was a pret- 
«ty Lad, added, that it was a Pity 
J. ſhould be loſt to the Regiment, 
“ and expreſſed a Deſire that I ſhould” 
do Duty; for, ſaid he, ſuch a young 
% Fellow as that may riſe in the Army 
ce jf he behaves himſelf well; but as 
long as he waits upon you as a Ser- 
* vant, he can have no Hopes of meet- 
„ ing with Preferment. Let him do 
* Duty, continued he, and I'll lay an- 
de even Wager, that by the Time he 
„ knows his Exerciſe he will be a Cor- 
et poral ; that then, on the firſt Vacancy 
< which offers, he will get a Halbert; 
ce and I don't doubt but he may in Time 
be rewarded with a Pair of Colours. 
“Such young Fellows as he, if they do 
„„ but behave well, and endeavour to 
< pleaſe their Officers, are ſure of riſing 
in the Army; I have known many 
E 4 &« ſuch 
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«ſuch come at laſt to be Captains 
« themſelves. | 


After having expreſſed theſe ſan- 
* ovine Hopes of my Preferment, the 
old Gentleman addreſſed his Conver- 
« ſation to me. My Lad, ſaid he, can 
« you read and write? To this Queſ- 
„ tion J anſwered in the Affirmative, _ 
« but in the moſt modeſt Manner 1 
could. He continued to aſk me ſeve- 
«ral other Queſtions, and I could per- 
e ceive that he had conceived a ſtronger 
© Liking for me than he was well aware 
«of. De la Roſe likewiſe obſerved 
sit; and it gave him ſome Uneaſi- 
e neſs. He endeavoured to evade his 
« Father's Propoſal by ſaying, that I 
vas the Son of a rich Citizen at Paris, 
and that my Motive for liſting was 
* a Diſguſt I had received from my 
66 Parents; that I had been educated in 


| Jo 


;S 
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« ſo delicate and tender a Manner, 
e that my Conſtitution could not bear 
the Fatigue of a Soldier's Duty; and 
te that he kept me about his Perſon, 
a that I might be out of Harm's Way, 
e till a Reconciliation could be effected 
e between my Parents and me, at which 
Time it was his Intention to give me 
% my Diſcharge. Major De la Roſe did 
not ſeem at all to reliſh this Diſcourſe, 
<« but the Subject was dropped for that 
« Time. He ſoon after retired, and 
« both De la Roſe and I, in comment- 
ce ing upon what he had ſaid after 
his Departure, agreed in our Opi- 
« nion, that notwithſtanding my Diſ- 
* guiſe, my Beauty had made an Im- 
4  Freffien upon his Heart. 


« For a Time this gave us no Un- 
« eaſineſs, as we were convinced that 
« he had no Suſpicion of my Sex: 

F ( 
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„However, as he often renewed his 
by Importunities that I might do Duty, 
jn order to be in the Way of Prefer- 
e ment, and dropped ſeveral Hints, 
e that he would procure me the firſt 
% Pair of Colours which became va- 
<« cant, the Perplexity of De la Roſe 
« increaſed; and upon deliberating what 
< were the moſt prudent Means to put 
<« an End to it, it was agreed by us both, 
& that the beſt Expedient was for me 
to counterfeit Illneſs. - Accordingly, 
« when the Major came next Morning 
ehe found his Son attended by ano- 
« ther Soldier; at which he expreſſed 
e ſome Surprize, and enquired after me 
„with viſible Marks of a Concern 
% which a ſuperior Officer could hardly 
% ſhew for a private Soldier, if there 
Mas not ſomething extraordinary in 
« the Caſe. Being told by his Son that 
«6 1 was very ill in bed, he made his 
„Viſit 
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& Viſit that Morning much ſhorter than 
ec uſual, which neither De la Roſe nor I 
ec ere at all puzzled to account for. 
ce In two or three Days he called again 
<« at my Lover's Quarters; but being 
given to underſtand, that my Illneſs 
« increaſed, he ſoon after totally diſcon- 
« tinued his Enquiries. 


« Thus were we delivered from one 
« Perplexity ; but we ſoon after found 
« gurfelves involved in another, from 
* which we ſhould have found it much 
c more difficult to extricate ourſelves, 
« if Fortune had not come to our AF 
15 ſiſtance. ; | 
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e 
T our next Interview Toinor 
thus reſumed her Narrative. 


c Major De la Roſe having at laſt diſ- 
e continued his Viſits, his Son and I 
< were freed from a troubleſome In- 
e terruption to our Loves. The Ar- 
% dour of my Lover continued una- 
e bated, and I may ſay without Exag- 
« geration, that I then enjoyed the 
* higheſt Happineſs which a Mortal 
% can be poſſeſſed of here on Earth. 
« So great was the Tenderneſs of De 
« Ja Roſe, that J was never out of his 
« Thoughts. When he ſpoke to me, 
« his Looks expreſſed an Affection 
«< which excited in my Soul Senſations 
« of the pureſt Joy and Gratitude. At 


8 Fable his Attention was ſo entirely 
4 „ - «© taken 
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ce taken up with helping me, that he 
« ſeemed totally to neglect himſelf. 
& In a Word, the Ardour of his. Love 
cc was ſuch, that it cannot be conceived. 
by any one except myſelf who was 
“ the Object of it; and it would be vain. 
for me to attempt to give you an ade- 
0 quate Idea of it. Till you have ex- 
66 perienced a Love equal to mine and 
<« his, it will be impoſſible for you to 
- « conceive the Brightneſs of our mu· 
« tual Flame. 


Our Happineſs continued for ſome 
« Time uninterrupted, till at laſt an 
Accident happened which gave us 
e the utmoſt Perplexity. I happened 
e one Evening to be ſeen by one of 
s the Novices of the Convent from 
« which I had made my Eſcape, who 
« knew me, notwithſtanding my Diſ- 
" ** guiſe, and KNEE gave Notice 

(40 to 
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ce to the Abbefs. The latter had no 
& ſooner received this Intelligence, than 
& ſhe repaired to the commanding Of- 
t ficer, and telling him that one of the 
c Novices belonging to her Convent 
ce had been ſeduced by an Officer of 
« his Regiment, and was with him in 
« Man's Cloaths, defired that an En- 
« quiry might be ſet on F OOt, and that 
* might be ſent back to my Con- 
„vent. The Colonel aſking her if 
« ſhe knew the Name of the Officer 
e who had run away with one of her 
* Nuns ; "ſhe acknowledged ſhe did 
4 not. He then told her it would be 
0 a very. difficult Matter to give her 
* any; Satisfaction; but added, that he 
& yould- make the ſtricteſt Enquiry; 
« and bidding her call again in a Fort- 
night, told her he expected by that 
Time to be able to give by ſome 
« Inforrfiation. 
Before 


Rd de 


r Before the Fortnight was expired, 
« the Regiment, very fortunately for 
« Dela Roſe and myſelf, received Or- 
« ders to march into Flanders, This 
News gave us the higheſt Satisfacti- 
„on. During the whole March, he 
boy gave me the ſtrongeſt Proofs of the 
% Ardour of his Paſſion, which ſeemed 
to be increafed rather than diminiſh | 
« ed by Enjoyment. : The Tenderneſs 8 
ee and Affection he ſhewed me, I am 
c unable to deſcribe. But, alas! theſe 
cc Joys were not always to laſt; all hu- 
© man Happinels.is Hceting, and even 
e the Cup of Le is ſeldom uamixe 
*in a World conligned to Miſery and 
e Change. Yet I thought the Flame 
&« which glowed in my Breaſt merited 
&* from De la Roſe the i! eturn of a Love 
« as laſting as our Lives; a Love wor- 
« « thy to be renewed and continued to 


« all 
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e all Eternity in the Bowers of Bliſs. 
«© How much I flattered myſelf when 
« I conceived ſuch Hopes! De la Reſe 
« ſoon diſcovered the. Inconſtancy 
- « which is, in a great Meaſure, the 
« Charadteriſtick of his Nation. 


When we were ! at 5 
& Jenciennes, the Place of the Re- 


« giment's Deſtination, my Lover 
«* took a genteel Lodging, unfortu- 


ce nately for me, in the ſame Street with. 
the Play-Houſe. From this ſeem- 


« ingly trivial Circumſtance, all the 
« Misfortunes which I was afterwards 
involved in, took their Riſe. There 
„ is no eſtabliſhed Theatre at Palenci- 
& eyes, but an itinerant Company often 


« ſettles there for a Time, as at other 
« confiderable Cities of the Provinces.. 


De la Roſe, whoſe Tenderneſs for me 


_ * was ſuch, that he ſtudred every Me-- 
«-tliod. 


*% 
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* thod to procure me Pleaſures and A- 
« muſements, finding, from my Diſ- 
* courſe, that I was fond of theatrical 
Entertainments, carried me every. 
Night with him to the Play; and 
* upon thoſe Occaſions I always re- 
« ſumed the Habit of my Sex. I for 
* ſome Time took Pleaſure in theſe 
“ Diverſions; not ſo much on their own 
* Account, having been uſed to them 
© at Paris, where they are to be ſeen 
ein much greater Perfection, as be- 
e cauſe I enjoyed the Company of my 
4 dear De la Roſe at theſe Repreſentations, 
C Our Converſation and Endearments, at 
< the Intervals of the Performance, gave 
e me a Delight of a higher and more 
0 exquilite Nature than could be im- 
* parted by any theatrical Exhibition, 
* tho* Magnificence had laviſhed upon 
it all its Decorations, and Art exert- 


ed its utmoſt Efforts 1 in the Compo- 
6 ation, 
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« ſition. From the Play we returned 
„ to our Lodgings, where my Admi- 
* rex, who ſpared no Expence which 
& could contribute to procure me Plea- 
« ſure, took Care every Night to have 
e an elegant Supper provided, which 
he ſent for to a Tavern in the Neigh- 
„ bourhood, 


For about three Months my Life 
& was a conſtant Round of Pleaſures. 
J enjoyed the Delights of Voluptu- 
£-quſmeſs; thoſe intellectual Gratifica- 
e tions which may be properly called 
et the Pleaſures of the Imagination; 
ct and the higheſt Pleaſures of all, the 
ec Raptures of ſucceſsful Love. How 
« ſeverely then muſt I have felt the 
4 Change from Happineſs ſo great to 
« Miſery and Wretchedneſs!*! 


Here 
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Here Toinon burſt into Tears, and 
was ſo affected with the Remembrance 
of her Misfortunes, that ſhe was obli- 
ged to diſcontinue her Narrative, 


EE in id br dr AA AAPAAPAEED IRA EER 
CHAP. XII. 


KM our next Interview Toinon con- 
» tinued her Adventures: as fol- 


lows: : 


After three Months ſpent in unin- 
44 terrupted Pleaſures, I was at laſt vi- 
« fited by Affliction. A new Actreſs 
„ appeared upon the Stage of Valenci- 
enies, who, on account of her admi- 
de rable Performance, and the Luſtre 
“of her Beauty, became an Object of 
« univerſal public Attention. This 

« Actreſs. 


- 
N 
. 


his Affections. His Looks were as 
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' « Aﬀreſs ſoon gained Poſſeſſion of 


« the inconſtant Heart of De la Roſe, 


who till then ſeemed to have Eyes 


« for me alone, whoſe Thoughts ap- 


« peared ſolely em ployed about me, 
e and who was impatient whenever he 


was a Quarter of an Hour out of wy 


Sight. 


« The firſt Suſpicion I entertained of 
5 this Change in the Affections of one 


« who had ſo often vowed eternal Con- 


« ſtancy to me, aroſe from his ſome- 
<* times abſenting himſelf from me for 
te two or three Hours, and at a Time 


6 when Duty did not make his Abſence 


40 unavoidable; for before he never quit- 


ted me even for a Moment, except 
4e when Duty required his Attendance. 


« As long as he continued with me, I 
< never perceived any Abatement in 


* kind 
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FOR kind and affectionate as ever, and 
© « he ſtill diſcovered all the Raptures of 
« the moſt ardent Lover. Notwith- 
"98 ſanding this, from the firſt Time he 
“ ſaw the beautiful Mademoiſelle Zer- 
Wa, bine, his Heart was wholly hers; and 
. thoug h for ſome Time after I conti- 
"08 2 to poſſeſs his Perſon, Ti never 
e regained his Affections. This proves 
that he poſſeſſed a Talent for Diſſi- 
ce mulation, of which Men who have 
* been engaged in many Amours are 
<« ſeldom deſtitute. 


But I ſoon loſt even this imperfect 
Shadow of Felicity; for the Regi- 
% ment received Orders to march to 
Lilie, and the inconſtant De la Roſe 
4 vent off with my Rival. I received 
« this Intelligence with the utmoſt A- 
4 ſtoniſhment and Conſternation. I 


1 found myſelf all on a ſudden aban- 
doned 
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< doned by a Man who I flattered my- 
« ſelf would never forſake me, in a 


Place where I was without Friends 


« or Acquaintance. Though I knew 


e that he was gone to Liſie, I could 


c“ not ſubmit to follow him thither ; for 


4 notwithſtanding the Ardour of my 
* FPaſſion was unabated, I had too much 


4 Pride not to forſake a Man who had 


left me for a Rival: I therefore 
* formed a Reſolution immediately to 
quit Valencieuncs. 


« had, at the Time of De 1a Roſe's 
< Departure, twenty Louis d'Ors a- 
<< bout, me. Having quitted my Diſ- 


_ « guiſe, and aſſumed the Habit of my 
Sex, I. ſeized the Opportunity of a 


every dark Evening to leave my 


Lodgings, unobſerved by the Peo- 


< ple of the Houſe. My next Step 


7 « was to OH aPoſt- Chaiſe for Antwerp, 


ws * where 
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© where I arrived the next Day, about 
Noon, very much fatigued. I took 
<« Lodgings in one of the moſt frequent- 
<* ed Parts of the Town; and inſtead of 
c ſeeking Solitude, uſed all the Art 1 
< was Miſtreſs of to attract the Notice 
«© of every Body. My Funds were very 
low, and I was ſenſible that there was 
* only one Reſource left me. I reſolyed 
< therefore. not to negle& that, but to 
< avail myſelf of the ſame Beauty which 
te had cauſed my Ruin, by making me 
« fall a Victim to an inconſtant Lover, 
to extricate me out of that Miſery 
and Indigence to which he had left 
“me expoſed. I began to conceive an 
<« Antipathy to the whole faithleſs Sex, 
by one of whom I had. been betray- . 
<.ed; and reſolved for the future to 
<« ayail myſelf of their Foibles and 
Follies, from the ſolid Motive of 
4 Haacunes eee. without ever 
0 « weakly 
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* weakly giving up my Heart to any 
Individual of a Race whom I con- 


« ſidered as born for the Ruin of 
« Woman-kind, 


« As I frequented all public Places, 


I was ſoon taken Notice of by a rich 
„Merchant of Antwerp, whom I did 


% my utmoſt to inveigle into Marriage; 
<« but finding my Efforts ineffectual], 


<< was at laſt obliged to agree to his 
* Propoſal of living with him as a 
 « Miſtreſs. Thus was 1 by my dif 
4 treſſed Circumſtances reduced to a 
6 State of Life, which I have ſince 
found by Experience to be of all 
Conditions the moſt miſerable and 
* wretched. I was obliged to coun- 
e terfeit Love for a Man, who would 
4 have been perfectly indifferent to 
* me, if he had not enjoyed a Kind 
4 of Claim to my Affection, and who 


ce © ſoon 


* 
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< ſoon became odious to me, by exact- 


« ing that Return of Love which my 
Heart refuſed * | 


6 beweg a8 Difmvlacion is an 
« Art which few of our Sex find any 
« oreat Difficulty in acquiring, I eaſily 
„ impoſed upon my new Lover, by an 

* outward Shew of ardent Affection; 
and though he was of a moſt avari- 
ce cjous Diſpoſition, 'I humoured his 
_ «© Paſſion with ſo much Succeſs, that 
< in leſs than a Year's Time I received 
* ſo many valuable Preſents, that when 
« his capricious Inconſtancy made him 
6 forſake me, to take into Keeping the 
«« Sifter of an Talian Mountebank, I 
e had no Reaſon to regret his Loſs, as 
<« he left me poſſeſſed of Money and 


„Jewels, to the Value of upwards of 
1 3 | 
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5 « Though I had always deſpiſed this 
«© Man, my Vanity was ſomewhat mor- 
<* tified at ſeeing another preferred to 
« myſelf; and though he could never 
c inſpire me with Love by his Attach- 
* ment, yet he excited in my Breaſt 
Emotions of Jealouſy. when he left 
me. I determined to quit Antwerp, 
where my being. forſaken in this 
“ Manner had rendered me an Ob- 
« ject of Derifion to all my Acquain- 
e tance, and retiring to Anſterdam, 
lived for ſome Time there in a pri- 
« vate Manner, upon the Wealth of 
„ which Mynheer Vanderſiuys, which 
« was the Name of my Keeper at Ant- 
* wwerp, had made me Miſtreſs. I at 
« firſt formed a Reſolution to avoid all 
Connections with the other Sex. I had 
« entered into two Engagements only 


6 of the amorous Kind, and they both 
8 | £6 ended 
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ce ended in ſuch a Manner, as to leave 
% me no Inclination ever to enter into 


& a third. I looked upon the whole 
e Race of Men as perfidious and de- 
<« ceitful, and determined to ſnun them 


cc for the future, as the Enemies and 


« Betrayers of my Sex. It would have 


ce been happy for me, if I had adhered. 


e to this Reſolution; but Vanity, which 


« rules with too great an Aſcendencey 
< over all of us, and which was in a 


particular Manner predominant in 
« my Compoſition, again expoſed me 
te to thoſe Snares which I had prudent- 
iy reſolved to avoid for ever. : y 


ce An 1 a aGumed, hy Title | 
of Count, came to lodge in the 


* Houſe oppoſite to that in which 1 
<« lived, a few Months after my Arri- 
& yal at Amſterdam. As he made a 


6 tolerable good Figure, and appeared 
1 5 always 


A ad te * 
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« always richly dreſſed, nobody ſuſ- 
+ pected him of not being what he pre- 
« tended. I was ſo unfortunate as to 
ec attract the Notice of this Man, who 
t poſſeſſing a genteel Perſon, an eaſy 
« Addreſs, and a great Share of that 
e Art and Inſinuation for which his 
« Countrymen are remarkable, found 
« jt no difficult Matter to make me 
« forget the prudent Reſolution I had 
& formed. I own I was upon this Oc- 
* caſion betrayed by my Vanity, My 
Heart had only once felt the Influ- 
< ence of a real Paſſion. I had never 
loved any Man but De la Roſe, and J 
« {till retained a tender Remembrance 
* of him, though he had betrayed me 
- through Inconſtancy. My Connec- 
* tion with Mynheer Vanderſiuys, the 
rich Merchant of Antwerp, ſprung 
% from intereſted Views ſolely ; but in 
E my third amorous Connection, I fell 
Ky 5 4 42 Vie- 


wt 
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aA Victim to Vanity alone. Count Ro- 
* manefi, which was the aſſumed Name 
of my Italian Gallant, eaſily diſco- 
„ vered my Foible; and being a Man 
4 of great Art and Cunning, he avail- 
ed himſelf of it in ſuch a Manner, 
4 that I was at laſt entirely in his Power; 
„ nay, he acquired ſuch an Influence 
4 over me, that if 1 had entertained a 
<« real Paſſion for him, I could not have 
been a greater Slave to his Caprice. 
« Ar laſt, by taking Advantage of my 


« Self-love, and plying me with inceſ- | 


« fant Flattery, he found it an eaſy 


« Matter to perſuade me to marry 


him; thus I entirely gave up my 
66 TO" . . 


„en Haſband aſſumed the Ti- 

For tle of Count, and aſſured me he had 
an Eſtate in the Milaneſe, I ſecretly 
3} congratulated myſelf on. ſo advanta- 


5 3 gecous 
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geous a Match, and waited with Im- 
s patience for the Day he had appoint- 
< ed for our Journey to Milan, where 
] flattered myſelf with the Hopes of 
making a more brilliant Figure than 
<« T had ever done in any other Period 
of my Life. But, alas! how much 
<« was I impoſed upon by the Deluſions 
of a vain and fallacious Hope! On 
* the very Morning of the Day which 
< the fictitious Ramanęſi had appointed 
« for our Departure from Amſterdam, 
“ found he had abſconded, after hav- 
ow, ing robbed me of all my ready Mo- 
. Jewels, and every Thing valu- 
« able that T was poſſeſſed of, 


80 great a Misfortune Almoſt hs 
« prived me of my Senſes. I found 
„ myſelf reduced to Indigence from 
« Affluence and Plenty; and what in- 


s creaſed the * of my Grief | 
| we was, 
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© was, that I could aſcribe it to no 
< other Cauſe but my own Folly and 
% Vanity. I ſummoned Reaſon, how- 
«ever, to my Aſſiſtance, and delibe- 
c rated what Courſe was moſt prudent 
for me to take in this Emergency. 
* But Reaſon ſuggeſted no Expedient.” 


Here Toinon perceiving me to grow 
very ſleepy, put an End to her Nar- 
rative, which ſhe at our next Meeting 
continued, as the Reader will ſee in 
the following ING 2 


„ „ TERS 
< TIEING thus at Amſterdam, con- 
* tinued Toinon, reduced to the 
* moſt extreme Indigence, and deſti- 
* tute of Friends, I became dejected, 
* abandoned myſelf to Deſpair. 


F 4 9 
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« So great was the Trouble and Anx- 
« jety of my Mind, that in my Hurry 


* and Confuſion of Thought, I went 


* out of the Houſe, and wandered about 
e the Streets for a long Time, without 
% knowing where to go or what Courſe 
to take. The Agitation of my Mind 
&* was ſuch as can be conceived. only 
by one who has experienced ſo dread- 
ful a Reverſe of Fortune. 


wa As Evening approached, my Anx- 
« jety increaſed, But to my great 


« Sarprize, I found it ceaſe all on a 
Sudden, and Hope again ſprung. up 


in my Heart, which had Juſt before 
« been a Prey to Melancholy. I have 


« often found by Experience, that a 


e ſadden Joy and Serenity of Mind is 
<< the Forerunner of ſome good For- 


tune, in like Manner as an unexpect- 
4 ed Gloom and Dejection of Soul is 


| ix the 
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ic the uſual Prognoſtick of ſome Cala- 
% mity. Soon after I felt this ſudden 
“Change in the State of my Mind, 1 
„heard a Perſon call to me in French 
« from a Shop which I paſſed by. This 
« Perſon I immediately recollected, 
upon his accoſting me. It was Mon- 
e fjeur Michel, an intimate Friend of 
40 my Father's, who was almoſt every 
Day at our Houſe when we lived in 
„ Proſperity at Paris. He expreſſed 
„ great Joy at ſeeing me, enquir- 
«ed after my Father, and gueſſing 
from my dejected Appearance, that 
<« had met with ſome Misfortune, 
„ queſtioned. me with regard to the Si- 

e tuation of my Affairs. I told him 
ce the Accident which had lately be- 
« fallen me; upon hearing of which he 
<« generouſly. preſented me with bis 
« Purſe, which contained thirty Louis 
** d'Ors, This temporary Supply, which 
F 5 . 
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te came ſo ſeaſonably to my Relief, 
c“ ſomewhat mitigated the Sorrow my 
<« late Loſs had occaſioned, and I made 


<« the warmeſt Acknowledgments to 


cc my generous Benefactor. He did 
< not ſtop there, but deſiring me to 


« uſe his Houſe as my own during my 
% Reſidence at Amſterdam, ever after 
« ſhewed himſelf a ſincere and diſinte- 
* * reſted F riend. 


This Monſieur A chel, who was 
« a Goldſmith by Trade, had left Pa- 
4 rig and ſettled at Anſterdam two 
Tears before; and was fo ſuccefsful 
in Buſineſs in the latter City, that 
he ſoon became immenſely rich. In 
“Compliance with his own Deſire I 
% often viſited him, and he always re- 
v ceived me with the moſt generous 
4 Hofpitality, and the higheſt Polite- 


« nefs, This was 1 in him the Effect of 
| « vir 
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c 2 virtuous Diſpoſition only; for he 
cc never diſcovered any amorous Views, 
« or feemed to require any Return to 
<« his Favours, except what was con- 
bag ſiſtent with Virtue to make. 


ee This Gentleman's Affection i 
& me, reſembled that of a Father. He 
*<«:defired me to apply to him whenever 
<< T had Occaſion for pecuniary Aſſiſ- 
« tance, and ſhewed himſelf ready to 
<« ſerve and aſſiſt me upon all Occa- 
« ſions. Nothing could be more for- 
e tunate than my meeting with ſuch a 
«« Friend, when in ſuch diſtreſſed Circum- 
e ſtances; and yet there was ſomething 
jn my Nature that made me feel a 
* Repugnance to receive Favours, for 
„ Which I could make no Return. I 
„ therefore liſtened to the Addreſſes of 
*« a young Merchant from London, and 
— oh to a Propoſal he offered me 
: E 6 6c « of 


* 4 — r 
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2 = accompanying him to that City, 
and there living with bim as his 
<« Wife: Though we agreed to omit 
e the Marriage Ceremony, being both 
% unwilling totally to reſign our Liber- 
de ty, but chuſing to retain a Power of 
* an it run we en . 


« Mr. 7 da, which was ths 
“ Name of the young Merchant, poſ- 
« ſeſſed ſuch an obliging as well as 
<« amiable Temper, that I lived three 
« Years with him in a State of perfect 


.* Tranquillity and Eaſe; for in an 


« Union between the Sexes, Happi- 
< neſs can only be expected where a 


«© mutual Love glows in the Boſoms of 


c the Perſons who thus agree to paſs 
« their Lives together. At the End of 


three Years, Mr. Thompſon, who had 


* before lived in great Credit in the 
« City, broke for a conſiderable Sum; 
Gove and 


LEY 
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e and this Misfortune had ſo: great an 


« Effect upon his Mind, that it Han 
72 + after broke his Heats. a 


e Such a Succeſſion of Misfortunes 
© induced me almoſt to repine at the 
Diſpenſations of Providence. Ithougkt 
<. myſelf born ta be unfortunate, ſince 
te the Contagion paſſed from me even 
< to thoſe with whom I had any Con- 
"2 nection. It was ſoon after this Event, 
that L was taken by your Father i into 
4 his F amily, where I have found a 


ſecure Aſylum from dees and 
e Misfortune.” 


; Hows Mademoiſelle Toinon n conclud- 
ed her Narrative, in which ſhe. very 
freely expoſed the criminal Exceſſes 
ſhe had been guilty, of. Having con- 
cluded her Hiſtory, ſne renewed her 

Cautions to me, to guard myſelf againſt 
K A 4 the 
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the Perfidiouſneſs of Men, and never 
enter into any amorous En gagement, 
till J had met with a Man worthy of 
my Love. 


This Advice T reſolved to Follow. 
So far were any of the Suitors who 
conſtantly peſtered me with their Ad- 
dreſſes, from appearing deſerving of 
my Eſteem, that T-entertained an equal 
Contempt and Diflike for them all; 
and the Reader will ſoon perceive Mile 
this Contempt was well grounded. I 
therefbre very gladly embraced a Pro- 
poſal made me by my Aunt Clayton, 
about this Time, to accompany her to 
Bath, Having eaſily obtained my Fa- 
cher's Conſent, we ſet out next Day in 
her Chariot, and arrived fafe at that 
celebrated City, without meeting with 


any Accident or Adventure on the 


Road. 
CHAP. 
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\HERE is at Bath, during the 
Seaſon for drinking the Waters, 
a Concourſe of People of all Ranks 
and Conditions : Men of Quality, mix- 
ed with Sharpers, Adventurers, and 
Fortune-hunters; Perſons in a weak 
and languiſhing Condition, who repair 
thither for the Recovery of their Health, 
and others, who by their Debaucheries 
ſeem bent upon impairing their Con- 
ſtitutions, and reducing themſelves to 
the ſame State with the former; Peo- 
ple of Fortune, who, weakly devoted 
to the Mode, venture Eſtates upon a 
Card or a Die, and Sharpers who ac- 
quire Eſtates by taking Advantage of 
the Weakneſs of theſe Fools of Qua- 
lity; fo that a Spectator who has any 
"TO to Obſervation, cannot fail to 'be 
| _ amuſed 
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amuſed by ſuch a Groupe of Charac- 
wn. | of 


In one Particular, Bath appears to- 
me to ſurpaſs London, Paris, and all 
the great Cities which J have viſited in 
my Travels; I mean, in the various To- 
picks of Converſation diſcuſſed there, 
and the Number of Anecdotes and Ad- 
ventures related in every Company. 
This Circumſtance, at the ſame Time 
that it renders it. a Place of Reſidence: 
highly agreeable to our Sex, thould be 
a Reaſon for them to ſhun i with as 
much Caution as a Pilot ſteers a Ship 
from Rocks and Quickſands; for at 

Bath let a Woman 


5 — be as Sade as Ice, as cold as Snow, 
dhe cannot "ſcape the Tongue of nnn 


as our great dramatic Poet emphatical- 
* it. Scandal is indeed the 
Soul: 


Ry 
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Soul of every Converſation at Bath; and 
I muſt frankly acknowledge, that both 


my Aunt and I took too much Plea- 


ſure in liſtening to the Stories of thoſe 
who made it the Buſineſs of their Lives 
to murder the Reputations of others. 
For this we were juſtly-puniſhed after- 
wards, by falling Victims to the ſame 
Slander which we had eng 
Soon after our Arrival at this Em- 
porium of Defamation, Lady Clayton 


and I formed a Connection with a Per- 
ſonage extremely well qualified to gra- 


= our cenſorious Diſpoſition z whom, 
if it had not been for his great Talent 
at traducing Characters, and Bearing 
falſe Witneſs againſt his Neighbour, we 


ſhould never have thought worthy of 

being admitted to the Honour of an 

Intimacy with us. The Perſonage 1 

mean is a little Gentleman, who, not- 
with- 


i! 
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withſtanding his diminutive Stature, is 
of great Importance in this Place. 
There is ſomething effeminate in the 
Perſon, as well as Character of this 
Buſy-Body; for though his Shape is in- 
elegant, and his Features ordinary and 
common, there is a je ne ſpai quoy of 
the Woman in his Looks, which is in- 
| creaſed by the finical Affectation that 
MM diſcovers itſelf in his Tone of Voice 
8 and Deportment. | 


But there is no Circumſtance of his 
Character in which Mr. more 
reſembles a Female, than in his great 
Propenſity to Tittle-tattle, and notable 
"8 Abilities for propagating Scandal and 
f Detraction. At the ſame Time that 
he ſpeaks Ill of every- body whoſe Back 
| is turned, his Complaiſance to thoſe 
 ' who are preſent borders upon Fawn- 
ing and Flattery 3 z and he will cringe 
T0 
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to thoſe at whom, the Moment before 


they entered the Room, he railed 


with the utmoſt Bitterneſs. This is not 
much to be wondered at; for he firſt 
made himſelf known to the World in 
the Character of a poetical Mendicant. 
He levied Contributions upon the Pub- 
lick, by publiſhing Books of Poems by 


Subſcription ; received Preſents from 


Noblemen for Dedications filled with 


Praiſes which they. did not deſerve; 
and by conſtantly boaſting of his Abi- 


lities, drew in Publiſhers to employ 
him to write Books, by which they 
were afterwards Loſers. Finding the 
Trade of Authoring not turn out to 
Advantage, he reſolved to attach him- 
ſelf entirely to the Nobility and Gen- 
try, who always are ſure to pay thoſe 
generouſly who humour them in their 
Foibles and Follies; and by making 
himſelf in a great Meaſure neceſſary to 
| 5 LL 
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the Company at Bath, Tunbridge-Wells, 
and other Places ef public Reſort, 


contrived to live in an Affluence alto- 
gether the Reverſe of his indigent 


Condition when he followed the ſtarv- 


ing Train of the Muſes. With this 
Perſon Lady Clayton and T often fat like 


the Coroner's Inqueſt upon the Bodies 


of murdered Reputations, of which 
we afterwards, repented as the Reader 


will ſee 1 in the Sequel. 


1 had not been long at Bath, when 
Sir William Harwood, ' a Gentleman of 


a'great Eſtate, and poſſeſſed of many 
Accompliſhments, took Notice of me. 
He was very aſſiduous in his. Court- 
ſhip, and paid his Addreſſes to me 
with all the Ardour of the moſt paſ- 
ſionate Lover. I thought. him more 
deſerving of my Eſteem than any. of 
the Suitors I have already deſcribed, 


though 
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though 1 could not make the Return 
which he deſired to his Paſſion, as I 
ſoon diſcovered his real Character, and 
was convinced, that however artfully he 
concealed them, he was a Man of ſuch 
impetuous Paſſions, that whoever ſhould 
be ſo unfortunate as to marry him, muſt 
be forever a Slave to the Caprice of his 
Jealouſy, and be tormented during the 
whole Courſe of her Life by his ground- 
| leſs Suſpicions. Of all Characters, 
this is that with which a Woman who 
is not an Enemy to her own Repoſe, 
ſhould be extremely cautious of form- 
ing any Connections; for the Lover 
who diſcovers the flighteſt Symptoms 
of Jealouſy, is likely to make the worſt 
of Huſpands. My Aunt, who was 
highly pleaſed to ſee the Number of 
my Admirers increaſe, encouraged the 
Viſits of Sir William; and my Vanity 
was flattered by his Addreſſes, though 
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my Heart could not approve of his 
Love. I received him, however, 
partly in Compliance with Lady Clay- 
ton's Requeſt, and partly through a 


Motive of Vanity; but the anxious 
Jealouſy of Temper which he ſoon 


diſcovered, made me. every Day wiſh 
to drop his Acquaintance. 


This Jealouſy, for which he had at 


firſt no Reaſon, (but, as Shakeſpear ad- 
mirably obſerves, Men are ſometimes 


Jealous, for they re jealous. 
| Othelle.) 


was afterwards increaſed. to a Degree 
that gave me great Uneaſineſs, when 


a Rival, who ſoon preſented himſelf, 


met with equal Encouragement from 
my Aunt, and was better received by 


me. Mr. Belcourt, who was far inferi- 
or to Sir William in Point of Fortune, 


an 
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an Article which had more Weight with 
my Aunt than myſelf, though much 
ſuperior to him in Perſon and Accom- 
pliſnments, ſhortly after added. one 
more to the Number of my Admirers. 
This Gentleman had ſomething amia- 
ble both in the Qualities of his Mind 
and his Perſon; but neither the former 
nor the latter were free from Defects. 


_ His Figure, however, upon the whole 


was pleaſing, and his Manners engag- 


ing, notwithſtanding a Daſh of Aﬀec- 
tation, which Enghſbmen too often 


diſcover upon returning from their Tra- 


vels, and which was one of the chief 


Blemiſhes in his Character. He was 
tall, ſlender, and genteel- in his Per- 
ſon; and his Face, though not ſuch as 
might be called handſome, had ſome- 
thing manly in it, with a Mixture of 
Sweetneſs which could not but pleaſe. 
In a Word, Mr. Bekcourt, though he 
could 
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could not inſpire me with the Paſſion 
of Love, had Qualities ſufficient to 
excite in me that inferior Degree of 
ſympathetic Affection called a Lik- 
ing; and it was ſoon evident, that I 
preferred him to his Rival. This in- 
creaſed the latter's Jealouſy to ſuch a 
Degree, that it became more trouble- 
ſome than ever; and I ſhould have 
preſſed my Aunt either to return to 
London, or to quit Bath and retire to 
Briſtol, which ſhe had ſome Inclination 
to ſee before her Departure, if the 
Liking which I had conceived for Bel- 
court had not prevented me. 


I, however, ſoon wiſhed I had taken 
this Courſe; for in a ſhort Time Lady 
Clayton and J were alarmed, one Morn- 
ing at Breakfaſt, with the News of 
Belcourt's being run through the Body 
by Sir William Harwood. The Concern 

I felt 
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J felt upon this Occaſion induced me to 
think my Predilection for his Rival 
greater than it was in Fact; for no one 
but a Woman void of Humanity, 
could be unaffected at hearing that a 


young Gentleman, who had been ſeen 
the Day before all Gaiety and Life, 


had ſo ſuddenly fallen a Victim to the 
Jealouſy of a Rival. We afterwards 
heard this talked of in ſo many Com- 
panies, for News circulates very quick 
at Bath, that we no longer entertained 
any Doubr of the Truth of the Intel- 
ligence; but in the Evening I received 
a Note from Belcouri, which gave me 
to underſtand that his Wound was by 
no means dangerous, and that he hoped 
to have the Honour of waiting upon 
me in Perſon the next „ 


This Information gave me great Sa- 
risfaction, and I preſſed my Aunt to 
r. I. G accom- 
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accompany me to viſit him that After- 
noon, This ſhe very prudently de- 
clined, alledging as a Reaſon, that in 
a Place ſo much addicted to Scandal 
as Bath, ſuch a Step might give Riſe 
to ſome Report little to the Advantage 
of either of us. I acquieſced in the 
Juſtneſs of her Reaſon, and waited with 
ſome Impatience till the next Day, when 
J was equally ſurpriſed to ſee Belcourt 
perfectly recovered of his Wound, 
which had proved but a ſlight one, 
and in as great Spirits as ever. 


After this Accident he continued to 
pay me his Addreſſes with redoubled 
Ardour, and at laſt declared his Inten- 
tions of going to London to aſk me in 
Marriage of my Father, whenever my 
Aunt and I ſhould leave Bath. I had 
no Objection to Belcourt's Perſon; and 
though I felt no Inclination for him 

which 
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which ſhould have engaged me to be- 
come his Companion for Life, yet as 
I preferred him to every Man I had 
ever ſeen, (for I never. conſidered the 
Paſſion I had in my youthful Days for 
the Perſon who taught me to play on 
the Harpſichord, as a Love Attachment) 
I would readily have conſented to mar- 
ry him; but it happened luckily that 
ſome officious Perſon, with which Sort 
of People Bath abounds, informed my 
Aunt, by Letter, that Belcourt was 
only a Fortune-hunter, and that inſtead 
of being poſſeſſed of a great Eſtate in 
the North of England, as he gave out, 
he had not above fourſcore Pounds a 
Year of his own: That he was at that 
Time kept by an elderly Lady of Qua- 
lity, then at Bath, whoſe Bounty ena- 
bled him to make a Figure; that the 
rich Clothes he wore were all Preſents 


of that * s; and, in a Word, that 
7 2068 G 2 I 
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if her Niece married Belcourt, ſhe would 
marry much below herſelf, and find to 
her Coſt that ſhe had been taken in by 
an Adventurer. | 


This Account being afterwards con» 
firmed by ſeveral Perſons of Quality, 
who remembered Belcourt at Paris, 
where he had lived in great Splendor, 
and kept his Chariot and Six, ſhe forbid 
him to continue his Viſits at our Houſe; 
a Denial for which I experienced very 
little Uneaſineſs, as the Character which 
had been given of him, eſpecially the 
ignominious Circumſtance of his being 
Kept, entirely obliterated the ſlight De- 
gree of Liking I had taken for his 
Perſon. | - 


CHAP. 


Mis BEVERLY. 125 


cc HAP. XV. 
HOUGH the Inclination I had 


conceived for Belcourt was, as 

I obſerved in the laſt Chapter, extreme- 
ly flight, yet my Connection with him, 
notwithſtanding, produced an Effect 
which made Lady Clayton think 1t ad- 
viſable to haſten our Departure from 
Bath, Calumny, which in that City 
ſpares no Repuration, ſoon made me 
feel the Point of its Arrows. As it 
was evident to every Body, that I diſ- 
tinguiſhed Belourt from his Rival, by 
giving the former the Preference, a 
Report was quickly propagated, and 
believed by ſome, whilſt others affect- 
ed to credit it through mere Malice, in 
order to ſupport and give it Currency, 
that I was deeply ſmitten with Belcaurt; 

that I had had ſeveral ſecret Interviews 
"= with 
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with him ; and, in a Word, that the 
Violence of my Paſſion for him, had 
made me deviate from the Paths of 
Virtue. Thus was I become a ſort of 
Demi-rep, without having committed 
any Indiſcretion to deſerve it; and to 
my Coſt found the Truth of the Ob- 
ſervation of Horatio, 


 — *tis a buſy, talking World, 


That with preſumptuous Breath blows like 
the Wind 


As freely on the Palace as the Cottage 


x ſuſpected, and not alas Reaſon, 
that Mr. D—— had been inſtrumen- 
tal both in raiſing and propagating this 
Report ; for it was uſual with him to 
ſacrifice the Reputation of a Lady to 
the Diverſion of whatever Company 
he happened to be engaged with. I 
TON found that my Suſpicion was well 

grounded, 
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grounded, having been told by ſeveral 
of my Acquaintance, that he had whiſ- 
pered it as a Secret to them, that I had 
had ſeveral ſecret Interviews with Bel- 
court. | 


I was ; fo highly nad at this 8 
ſtance of Ten e that I reſolved to 
be revenged upon D This Deſign 
I eaſily found Means to put in Execu- 
tion. One Colonel Fitzmorris, a diſtant 
Relation of our Family, whom I knew 
to be of a vindictive Diſpoſition, often 
viſited my Aunt. Him I found Means 
to perſuade that D had once 
inſinuated before a numerous Company 
that he was a Coward; nay, had gone 
ſo far as to invent a ſcandalous Story 
of his. having declined to accept a 
Challenge; and that he had told it with 
a Confidence which made it paſs for 
Truth with thoſe to whom it was re- 


G4 | lated. 
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lated. This Intelligence highly in- 
cenſed the Colonel, who ſaid with great 

Warmth, that D—— ſhould find to 

his Coſt that he was no Coward. 


*Tis a common Obſervation that Po- 
ets are, generally ſpeaking, Cowards. 
This Obſervation is in a particular 
Manner verified in Mr. D——;, and 
it is perhaps the only Quality of a Poet 
to be found in him in any Degree of 
Perfection; for his Verſes are as exe- 
crable as thoſe of ny be Ke 


Whoſe ln Whifliog makes a. w. 
ters paſs. | 4 


The Colonel * after executed bis 
Threats; for I had the Satisfaction to 
hear he had caned D—— in a Coffee- 
Houſe full of Company. The latter, 
__ he is 1 for having a4. 


F ront 
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Front of Braſs, was ſo mortified by 
this Diſgrace, that, for ſome Days, he 
was aſhamed to ſhew bunſelf in any 
Company ; but he ſoon ee tt 
being poſſeſſed of great Confidence; 
Quality abſolutely neceſſary for all re, 
ſons of inferior Rank who 1 ee 
the Great. 


3 
. 


eee 


CHAP, XVI. 


YOON after I had thus enjojed 
the Pleaſure of Revenge, which, 
next to that of ſucceſsful Love, I ap- 
prehend to be the greateſt a Woman 
can poſſeſs, Lady Clayton and I ſet out 
for the Metropolis. My Father, Mo- 
ther, and Aunt Barbara, were as much 
rejoiced at ſeeing us, as if we had been 


—_ a whole Age; and as nothing 
- G 5 contri- 
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contributes ſo much to give a Reliſh 
to Society, and all other Enjoyments, 
as a ſhort Privation of them both, 
the Company of my Friends, and the 
Pleaſures of the Town; received a Sort 
of Novelty from my Abſence, which 


heightened the Satisfaction 1 beceired 
= them. | 


My former Suitors renewed their 


| Solicitations ; but I ſecretly deſpiſed 
them all, though, to pleaſe my Father 
and Mother, I ſuffered their Addreſſes, 


and endeavoured in ſome Meaſure to 
conceal my. Contempt for them. A 


fourth was ſoon added to the Num- 


ber, viz. Sir William Harwood, who 


thinking the Wound he had given his 


Rival Belcourt was mortal, had fled over 


to France; but having received Infor- 
mation of his Recovery, was returned 
to ee. As if Abſence had in- 

G3 0), - 7... _— 
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creaſed his Affection for me, he re- 
newed his Addreſſes to me with re- 
doubled Ardour, and ſpared no Ex- 
pence to prove the Exceſs of his Paſ- 
ſion. He gave Balls, and made En- 
tertainments purely on my Account, 
which put him to great Expence. He 
often gave Serenades under my Win- 
dows, and made me the richeſt Pre- 
ſents; but all his Endeavours to pleaſe 
were inſufficient to inſpire me with 
Love; Eſteem was all I could afford 
him; and Eſteem and Indifference are 
very compatible. 


As his Eſtate was more confiderable 
than that of any of his Rivals, my 
Parents and Friends eſpouſed his Cauſe 
with much greater Zeal than they had 
ever expreſſed for any of the reſt. I 
could not, however, conſent to give 
my Hand to a Man whoſe jealous 
| _ Temper 
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Temper would, I was convinced, make 
me unhappy. . The humble Submiſ- 

ſion of the Lover, whoſe Paſſion ſeem- 
= ed to riſe almoſt to Adoration and Ido- 
1 latry, would quickly have ſucceeded to 
the Imperiouſneſs of the lordly Huſ- 
| band, and I might poſſibly at laſt have 
experienced the ſame Fate with De/Je- 
monn; for though Sir William poſſeſſed 
many good Qualities, yet when he was 
hurried away by the Violence of his 
Paſſions, he little valued his own or 
ready fought a Duel upon my Ac- 
count, although I had given him very 
little Encouragement to provoke” his 
Jealouſy; and ſome ſubſequent Events 
will fully convince the Reader, that he 
was capable of a deſperate Action. 


I gave ſo little Encouragement to 
his woes: that he could have no juſt 
13654 | "_— 
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ee. to challenge any of them; His 
alous Temper, however, took Um- 
eas at their Preſence, and he deter- 
mined at all Hazards to rid the Houſe 
of them. My City Lover he eaſily in- 
timidated and excluded; for Miſers are 
always Cowards. He had then only 
two Rivals left to deal with; but both 
theſe were military Men, and to judge 
by outward Appearances, Men of Spi- 
rit. It however appeared upon this 
Occaſion, that a Cockade is not always 
an infallible Sign of Courage, and that 
it is not poſſible to form a right Judge 
ment of the internal Qualities of the 
Soul from the outward Behaviour. Sir 
William, by inſinuating both to the Co- 
lonel and Mr. Hollis, that he would 
challenge them if they did not diſcon- 
tinue their Viſits, ſoon made them diſ- 
appear. Their Love was entirely 
counterfeit, prompted by intereſted 
. Views 
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Views alone, and they were too wiſe 
to venture their Lives for a Woman. 
They therefore both prudently with- 
drew, without compelling Sir William to 
give them a ſecond Hint. I ſhould 
have thought he had done me a great 
Service, by ridding me of this impor- 
tunate Triumvirate, if he had followed 


them himſelf ; but alone he gave me 


more Trouble than all the reſt put to- 
gether; and the Reader will ſee, in 
the-next Chapter, that I had every 
Thing to apprehend from a Lover thus 
hurried away by the Mane of his 
— 3 8 


CHAP; 


* 
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CHAP. XVvIL 


1 Obſerved in my laſt Chapter, that 
Sir William Harwood was a Man of 
ſuch ſtrong Paſſions, that although he 
poſſeſſed an excellent Underſtanding, 
and ſome good Qualities, he valued 
neither his own, nor the Life of any 
other Perſon, when the Gratification of 
his Deſires was in Queſtion. Of this 
I foon after received Proofs which gave 
me the higheſt Uneaſineſs. When 
he found all his Addreſſes were inef- 
fectual, and that inſtead of making 
the warm Return of Love to the ar- 
dent Paſſion which he felt, I only com- 
paſſionated his Caſe, he grew quite 
frantic ; for ſuch is the Power of Love, 
that it 1s able to diſorder the Heads 
of Men of the beſt Underſtanding _ 
and the Actions of many Perſons of as _ 
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good Senſe as Sir William, ſufficiently 
evinces the Truth of the common pro- 
verbial Say ing, which Mr. are _ 
thus verlified' +. þ 


'The Speer holds, that to be wiſe and love, | 
Is hardly granted to the Gods above. 
n and Arcite. 


To return from this Digreſſion : The 
Extravagance of Sir William's Paſſion 
entirely overcoming his Reaſon, one 
Evening, after making me a warmer 


Declaration of Love than he had ever 


done before, he was fo incenſed to find 
that I ſtill turned a deaf Ear to his 
Intreaties, that ſuddenly drawing his 
Sword, he told me with an Air of deſ- 
perate Reſolution, that ſince he found 
his Life difregarded by her, whom to 
pleaſe was the only Happineſs he aſpi- 
a on; it was become odious to him, 


and 


— 
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and he was reſolved by one Stroke to 
rid me of his importunate Addrefles, 
and put an End to an Exiſtence be. 
come. burthenſome to himſelf. ; 


Such an Action would have intimi- 
dated ſome Women; but as I'was born 
with a Spirit and Reſolution ſuperior 
to moſt of my Sex, I was ſa far from 
being terrified by his Raſhneſs, that I 
calmly repreſented to him, how high 
an Injury he would do me, by making 
my Father's Houſe the Scene of Sui- 
cide; and added, that the beſt Proof 
he could give of the Sincerity of his 
Paſſion, was to be ſatisfied with ſuch a 
Returti as I could make to it; and not 
torment himſelf and me, by exaCting 
thoſe tender Sentiments from me, 
which neither he nor any other Man 


had ever been able to inſpire me with. 
1 delivered 
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I delivered myſelf to this Effect with 
an Air fo determined and intrepid, that, 
as the Paſſions of a Lover are change- 
able as the Weather, the Tranſport by 
which Sir William had been agitated 
a few Moments before, ſubſided into 
a ſudden Tranquillity ; his Reaſon 
ſeemed to return, and he appeared 
diſpoſed to liſten to its Dictates. He 
told me, that he would always regulate 
his Conduct by my Will; and that 
ſince I commanded him to live, he 
would obey, though Life without my 
Love was ann and tedious. 


A , few Days after he ſent a Card to 
our Houſe, to invite my Aunt Barba- 
ra and myſelf to Supper; my Mo- 
ther being then confined to her Cham- 
ber by an Indiſpoſition, could not be 


of the Party, and my Father was gone 
into 
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into the Country a Fortnight before. I 
felt a ſecret Foreboding, which made 
me unwilling to accept of this Invita- 
tion, and uſed many Arguments to 
perſuade my Aunt to decline it. She, 
however, with an Obſtinacy pecu- 
liar to her Character, inſiſted - upon 
my accompanying her to Sir Wil- 
liam's Houſe. I have generally found 
an Impulſe of Evil the Forerun- 
ner of a Misfortune; but though an 
Accident happened which demonſtrat- 
ed the frantic Exceſs of Sir William's 
| Paſſion, and proved that Men of the 
beſt Underſtanding are often blinded 
and led into the moſt fooliſh Extrava- 
gancies by Love; it was of ſuch a 
Nature, that I ſhould only have laugh- 
ed at it, had it not convinced me that 
a Man, whoſe Reaſon could be ſo far 
| depraved and diſcoloured, was capa- 


ble 
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ble of the moſt deſperate Undertak- 
ings. | 


Nothing remarkable happened at 
Supper; but the Conſequences of this 
Entertainment were of ſuch a Nature, 
that I cannot forbear relating them. I 
was in a few Days after ſeized with an 
Indiſpoſition, which, though it at firſt 
appeared ſlight, grew afterwards more 
ſerious. As it continued three or four 
Days, I was ſurprized to find my Aunt 
one Morning diſcover great Uneaſi- 
nels, and taking me into her Cloſer, 
with a myſterious Air (for Mademoi- | 
ſelle Toinon and my Maid were with 
me in the Apartment) began by fay- 
ing, My dear Niece, I have a Se- 
« cret to diſcloſe to you; though I muſt 
« firſt aſk your Pardon for having, 1 
* am afraid, contributed to your Diſor- 
1 ; * could not n her 
2 Meaning, 
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Meaning, and begged ſhe would give 
herſelf no Uneaſineſs on my Account: 
My Curiofity likewife being greatly 
excited by this Beginning, I preſſed 
her to communicate her Secret, with- 
out keeping me longer in Suſpence, 


0000000000090000008 


CHAP. xvnli. 


Y 3 as 1 A Sparks F 


Concluſion of the laſt Chapter, 
had raiſed my Curioſity to the higheft 
Pitch, whilit ſhe deferred to gratify it, 
and for a long Time perſiſted only to 
bewail her Raſhneſs, and aſk my Par- 
don for the Calamity which ſhe was 
afraid ſhe had brought upon me. As 
I was impatient to know the Meaning 
bad ou a: Diſcourſe, I urged 

- ">a 
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her warmly to explain herſelf ; at laſt 
ſhe complied with my Intreaties, and 
to my great Surprize thus addreſſed 
me : 


« My dear Niece, I feel the moſt 
te dreadful Apprehenſions, as my In- 
& diſcretion may prove the Cauſe of 
« your Death: I now fear the fatal 
« Effects of Sir Willam's extravagant 
ec Paſſion, which I was weak enough 
ce to favour too unadviſedly. F inding 
„“ you were not to be moved by his 
ce reiterated Declarations of Love, his 
« Paſſion ſuggeſted to him a Deſign 
e which he communicated to me; and 
« it gives me the higheſt Uneaſi- 
< neſs that I conſented to his putting 
« it in Execution. He thought, by 
giving you Love-Powders, to remove 
4 your Prepoſſeſſion againſt him; and 
« as I did not imagine they could pro- 

„ duce 
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tc duce any other Effect than to inſpire 
cc your Heart with Affection for a Man, 
c“ whom I thought it was your Intereſt 
ce to marry, I made no Oppoſition to 
«his having Recourſe to Means which 
I then thought innocent, but now 
ce look upon in a very different Light. 
e When we ſupped with him, you 
e drank the Love-Powders in a Glaſs 
of Mountain, and I am very appre- 
„ henſive that your Indiſpoſition may 
e have been cauſed by them. For 
te having ſince entertained ſome Scru- 
* ples about the Qualities of Philters 
t and Powders of that kind, the other 
„ Day, when Couſin Blackwood viſited 
eme, I took Occaſion: to ſtart that 
e Subje& of Converſation, and what 
<« he told me has greatly increaſed my 
Terror. He gave me to underſtand, 
that many had loſt their Lives, and 
M * ſome their Senſes, by Powders of 

te this 


rr. — 
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&.this Kind. I remember he told me 
6 particular Inſtance of a famous 


« Man, but the Name I cannot recol- 


< left, whoſe Wife was jealous of him, 
« and thought by means of Love- 
c Powders'to regain his loſt Affection; 3 
«* the Conſequence of which was, that 
« he was deprived of his Senſes, and 
« continued mad all his Life after; 
= © though he had ſome lucid Intervals, 
«in which he wrote a famous Book; 
& my Couſin told me the Name of it, 
« but I have forgot that too. Nothing 
« can equal the Anxiety I have felt 
* ſince I had that Converſation with 
« him, and if any ill Accident ſhould 
„ befal you, I ſhall never Flo Br my- 


| & felf. 75 


As 1 poſſeſſed more OP of 


Mind than my Aunt, I could not for- 


bear Aung: at her Sinoplicity; and 
bid 
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bid her entertain no Apprehenfions on 
my Account, for I was perfectly ſatis- 
fied that my Indiſpoſition was owing 
to my having caught Cold, and not to 
any ſupernatural Cauſe, eſpecially That 
ſhe mentioned. I however approved 
of her Reſolution to forbid Sir William 
the Houſe from that Day forward, and 
readily agreed with her, that a Man 
whoſe Paſſion roſe to ſuch a Degree of 
Enthuſiaſm, would not ſcruple to 
proceed to any Lengths to gratify it. 


In Conſequence of this Reſolution, 
when Sir Villiam next called at our 
Houſe, my Aunt informed him that it 
was her Intention, as well as mine, to 
exclude him che FRG for the future, 


Sie William was a Nan of ſuch 
ftrong Paſſions, that he could not re- 
ceive this Denial without turning black 

Vor. I, H in 
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in the Face. He however retired mut- 
tering, in an inarticulate Voice, ſome - 


e re Eu 48 e not t hear. 


-Þ could md bc aue r 
receive Information ſoon- after, that Sir 
William was taken ill of a violent Fe- 


ver, and in his Ravings conſtantly re- 


peated my Name, and upbraided me 


with my Cruelty. To à Mind not 
void of Humanity, it muſt give ſome 
Uneaſineſs, to be even the innocent 


Cauſe of a Fellow-creature's Sufferings. 


This Uneaſineſs, however, didinot con- 


tinue long; for Sir Milliam, being na- 
turally of a robuſt Conſtitution, got the 
better of his Diſeaſe, and aſſuming 
qutwardly an Air of Franquillity and 
Compoſure, was heard to ſay in many 
public Places, that he was reſolved to 
think of me no more, but to forget 
an ba Woman, who — 
111 1 Ii 
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the walmeſt Paſfion which ever glowed 
in the Hreaſt of- a Mortal, with Un- 
kindneſs. and Diſdain. It gave me 
great Satisfaction to hear, that Sit Mul. 
liam had taken this Reſolutiom; but I: 
found afterwards, that Love iss uit a 


Paſſion fo eaſy to ba ſubdued, and that 


he had only counterfoited Indifferanoe, 


in order the more eaſily: v ind rener 


ee pee AT 
117 A 

My. Aunt-apdi L Sona Brooms 
for my, Fathers Cduntry- Seats 
but befate we (gat. half i Wag. II 
were ſurpiized: tal: ind dur Coach 
ſtopped by ſeveral armed Men on 
Horſeback, who opening the Coach- 
Door, would have taken me out and 
carried me forcibly into another Coach. 


I could eaſily diſcover Sir William a- 


mongſt them; I knew him by his Shape 
an 2 though he wore a Maſk. I 
K H 2 ſhould 


6 
3 
—— — —— he ee Ir en er en 
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ſhould certainly have fallen a Victim 
to this Violence, as we had only a few 
Footmen without Arms to defend us; 
when Heaven, which generally ſends 
the neceſſary Succour at a proper Time, 
did not forſake me upon this Emer- 
gency. Whilſt I ſtruggled with my 
Raviſhers, and did my beſt to defend 
myſelf, a Regiment of Horſe, which 
happened to be then upon the March, 
came ſo near the Coach, that they could 
have heard me if I had called out to 
them for Aſſiſtance; whereupon the 
Raviſhers immediately betook them- 
ſelves to Flight with the utmoſt Speed. 
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CH AP: MIX: 

HEN my Aunt and I arrived 
at my Father's Country-Seat, 
we imparted to him all that had be- 
fallen us, and he expreſſed the ut- 
moſt Uneaſineſs at hearing of the raſh 
Attempt of Sir Villiam. \ Such a Man, 
he obſerved, was capable of any thing, 
and might, if Meaſures were not taken 
to prevent him, undertake ſomething 
ſtill more deſperate, and effect my Ruin 
by his Machinations. He therefore de- 
liberated with my Aunt what was the 
beſt Courſe for him to take for my 
Security. Many Methods were pro- 
poſed; but, upon Examination, we 
found Reaſon to reject them all, as 
we could hit upon none which were 


not productive of the worſt Conſe- 
Hg - 3 8 
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quences. At laſt my Aunt Barbara 
propoſed that I ſhould go with her to 
France, where many of her late Huſ- 
band's Relations were ſtill living, who 
would receive me with open Arms, 
and where I ſhoald have an Opportu- 
nity of improving, by obſerving the 
Manners and Cuſtoms of a Country 
which, on account of its Politeneſs, 
was viſited. by the n ee of all 
the Nations _ N 7 e ene 


nity Father: Hamed: to Pr of 
this Propoſal, but expreſſed ſome Un- 
willingneſs to part wich me, and ſaid, 
that he was doubtful whether it would 
be poſſible! to prevail dn my Mother 
-t6 conſent to the Separation. How- 
ever, when he reflected that Travelling 
might contributè greath to my Im- 
provement, he teaſed to make any fat- 
Uivr ObjeAivns, and declared he would 

© do 


— 
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do his utmoſt to r der into _ | 
"Wop of thinking. oth 


We r returned to Tabs 
in order to acquaint my Mother with 
the Deſign we had formed. She at firſt 
ſeemed greatly averſe to to it; but my 
Father proved by ſuch convincing Rea- 
ſons, that it was 'not fafe for me to 
continue in Eugland expoſed; to the 
Raſhneſs of Sir William, that ſhe at laſt 
conſented to my leaving the Kingdom 
For a Time, till the frantic Ardour ef 
9 Paſſion v was ſomewhat abated, 


_— besass my Anarant I a. 
a for the South/of France, which ſhe 
choſe firſt to viſit, thinking that her 
declining, State of Health might be 
re-eſtabliſhed by a Summer's Reſidence 
at Montpellier, my Siſter was married 
·0 0 one n Wentworth, a rich Mer- 
reh W chant 
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chant in the City; but a Man fo ordi- 
nary, and ſo void of perſonal Accom- 
pliſhments, that I could not help won- 
dering at her Choice. Particular Care 
was taken to keep our intended Voyage 
to France a Secret, leſt it ſhould come 
to the Knowledge of Sir William, who 
we were certain would follow us, and 
give us new Unealineſs by his audaci- 
ous Attempts. 


At laſt the Day for our Departure 
came, when I was very much affected 
at taking a Farewel of Relations fo 
near and dear to me; at the ſame Time 
my Heart ſecretly rejoiced at the Prof- 
_ pet of ſeeing a new World, as it were; 

and my Imagination figured to itfelf a_ 
thouſand agreeable Objects, which I 
could not but meet with in a Variety 
of Cities totally different in Manners 
and Language from any which I had 

hitherto 
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hitherto ſeen. Toinon, who choſe to 
accompany us in our Voyage, was 


equally delighted at having an Oppor- 
tunity of once. more ſeeing the Place 
of her Nativity. All Things being in 


Readineſs for our Departure, we em- 


barked for Bourdeaux, where we arriv- 


ed after a Paſſage of about a Month 
| contrary Winds and frequent Calms 


having made it laſt all that Time, 
though Ships have been frequently 


known to run it in three Days. 


We were received with the greateſt 
Politeneſs and Hoſpitality imaginable 
by Monſieur Jourdain, a rich Merchant, 


who was a diſtant Relation of my Aunt's 
Huſband. He was an agreeable Man, 


poſſeſſed a great Share of Vivacity, and 
his Converſation was always pleaſing, 


except when he talked of himſelf; 


which was rather too often, His only 


H Fault 
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Fault conſiſted in being a little too 
much addicted to the Figure of Speech 
vulgirly called Nhodomontade, and 
by which all the Inhabitants of this 
Cab, bordering upon Caſcom, are 
remarkably diſtinguiſned. He was 
conſtantly boaſting either of the Eſtate 
he had purchaſed i in the e 


Which in 5 r All the bt 
la's upon the Banks of the G,, or 
his Connections in Trade, which he de- 
clared to be ſo conſiderable, that there 
was not a Country in the four Quar- 
ters of the World, in "which he td 


not-Oorreſpotidehts; pc rag 
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1 "4 den pertelveb this bonding Temper 
was general "amongſt" the Natives of 
Guiemne. Rn Abbe; who often dined at 


wan genere 
—_ D ay, 
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Day, that the Univerſity of Bonrdeaus,,. 
which by the bye is altogether. obſcure, 
ſurpaſſed all the Seminaries of Learn- 
ing in Europe; that all the Arts and 
Sciences, that Phyſick, Divinity, and 
Civil Law, were there ſtudiedl with 
greater Sueceſs than in any other Uni- 
verſity whatever. He added, that 
Bourdeaus had produced me en 
Genius than any City in Europe; but 
when preſſed by a Native of Thouloufe,, 
(the Inhabitants f which City exceed. 
even thoſe of Bourdeau# in Rhodomon« 
tade) who warmly entered the Lifts: 
with him, to name all thoſe great Beni. 
us's to which his City had given Birth,, 
he could recolle& the Names of three 
only, Auſonius in ancient Days; and 
Montaigne and Montſquienm in later 
Ages. This was a great Triumph to 
the Abbẽ from T houlouſe, who immedi- 


ately took Occaſion to- depreciate the 
H 6 Univerſity 
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Univerſity of Bourdeaux, and extol the 
Reputation of that of Thoulouſe upon 
its Ruins. He maintained with all 
the Obſtinacy of a Diſputant, and all 
the Bigotry of Zeal, 'that the Univer- 
ſity of Thoutouſe had produced the great- 
eſt Mathematicians, Divines, Civilians, 
Philoſophers, - Phyſicians, and even 
Poets, in Europe. He went ſo far as 
to affirm, that no Latin Poem ever car- 
ried the Prize there, which was not 
equal in Elegance to the Compoſitions 
of any of the claſſic Poets. Here the 
other Abbe, who eſpouſed the Cauſe of 
the Univerſity of . Bourdeaux, replied 
with ſuch Warmth, that Monſieur 
Fourdain, apprehenſive the Diſputants 
might go too far (for by the obſtrepe- 
rous Vivacity of their Tone, and the 
Fury of their Looks, one would have 
thought they were juſt proceeding to 
Fiſty-Cuffs) interpoſed, and turning 
vl the 
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the Converſation to a new Topick, 

prevented any ill Conſequences from 
enſuing. 


The Ladies at Bourdeaux, as well as 
in moſt Parts of France, bedaub their 
Faces ſo with Rouge, that they quite 
disfigure themſelves. I ſpeak here 
only of thoſe who are ordinary ; for 
fuch as have any Share of Beauty, and 
indeed there are many brilliant Beau- 
ties in France, either uſe no Paint 
at all, or uſe it with ſuch Art, and 
in ſuch Moderation, that it is pro- 
ductive of no bad Effect. I likewiſe 
obſerved a ſimilar Difference between 
the Dreſs of the Ladies of the firſt 
Claſs, and thoſe of the latter. The 
former think to hide their Deformity 
under a Load of Ornaments; the latter 
have Recourſe to that Simplicity which 
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adorns without diſguiſing, and ſhews 
Beauty to the beſt Advantage, 


As the People of Bourdeaux are, for 
the moſt Part, devoted to Commerce, 
the Men in that City generally contract 
A [Stiffneſs of Deportment; I have, 
-however, ſeen many even there who 
poſſeſſed all that Gallantry and Freedom 
of Air for which the French are ſo re- 
-markable. One Circumſtance greatly 
ſurprized me during my Stay here, which 
was, to find that the Inhabitants in ge- 
neral ſpoke French with a worſe Accent 
than I did myſelf, though the Lan- 
guage was not natural to me. I took 

Notice of this to Toinon, who told me 
I ſhould meet with this vicious Pro- 
'nunciation as long as I travelled in the 

ſouthern Provinces of France. The 

Tone in this Part of the Kingdom is 

acute and lively, and bears a ſtrong. 
Reſem- 
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Reſemblance to the tahan Accent; for 
at Bourdeaux, and all over the South of 
France, be ſides the French Language, 
the People ſpeak a Kind of Jargon, or 
oorrupt Idiom, which approaches much 
nearer the Halian than the French. 
This the Natives, and ſome belonging 

to other Provinces, admire greatly for 
its Beauty. It is remarkable, that thoſe 
who have contracted the Accent of 
theſe Provinces, are feldom or ever af- 
terwards able to acquire the true Paris 
Pronunciation, which is naturally ſoßt 
and languiſhing,” whilſt that of the 
South is ſprightly and acute. I was 
much aſtoniſhed, notwithſtanding, upon 
my viſiting Paris ſome Time after, to 
find that the celebrated Geliot, Made- 
moiſelle Feil, and all the beſt Singers | 


of -the Paris Opera, were : originally 
begs this de ee {a 7 Ong ] | 


* 4 A 
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The City of Bourdeaux is one of the 
moſt amuſing to a Stranger of any in 
France; for as it is the greateſt Place 
of Trade in that Kingdom, there is 
always ſuch a Concourſe of Foreigners 
in it from all Parts of the World, that 
one 1s ſure to meet with a Variety of 
Characters of all Sorts, To thoſe who 
come from England, indeed, it is a 
Sort of Miniature of London; for they 
may there find Engliſh, Iriſh, Scotch, and 
Melſb, all jumbled together, as in the 
Metropolis of Engiand. The Fes are 
very numerous, and are extremely ill 
uſed in this City; for they can ſcarcely 
walk the Streets without being follow- 
ed by Crowds of idle Boys, who pelt 
{them with Stones and Dirt. Their pa- 
/ tient Reſignation to this Treatment for 
.; j_ Love of Lucre, proves the Truth 
\of what Shylock, in the Play, declares 
8 to 
; . 


-FÞ- 


* 
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to be the Characteriſtick of the whole 
Tfraclitiſh Nation; 


Sufferance is the Badge of all our Tribe. 
Mer chant 7 J. nice. 


FENETENERENERERAE 


CHAP. XX. 


8 my Aant's lub was to 

make no conſiderable Stay at any 
Town in France, till we arrived at 
Montpellier, the healthy Air of which 
Place ſhe thought would greatly con- 

tribute to the Recovery of her Health, 
we ſtopped but a Fortnight at Bour- 
deaux, though Monſieur Jourdain preſſ- 
ed us warmly to * our Viſit to a 
Month. | 


Having 
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8 We our ; Love of bi and 
his Family, we ſet out in a Poſt-chaiſe 
to Thoulouſe, attended by fix Footmen 
well mounted and armed; for we were 
told by Monſieur Jourdain, that the 
Road from Bourdeaux to that City was 
very much infeſted by Robbers. Of 
this we met with frequent Proofs in our 
Journey, as we could not travel twenty 
Leagues without ſeeing what the Na- 
tives call in this Country Les: Fourches. 
Tbeſe are à Sort of Gibbets; which 
are made of two or more Stone Pillars 
joined together at Top by an Iron Bar; 
on this the Bodies of Highwaymen are 
Hanged in Chains, to deter others from 
following the like Courſes. It ſeems 
ſurpriſing that Robbelies ſhould be ſo 
frequent: in this Country, as High- 
waymen are here puniſhed with the 
ſame Severity as Mme, both be- 


th : 4 [ ' ing 


2 
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ing equally condemned to be an. 
alive 885 the Wheel. ä 


on our Arrival at 7 ed we were 
very hoſpitably received by Monſieur 
De la Pouillade, a Relation of Monfieur 
Fourdain,, to whom that Gentleman 
gave us a Letter of Recommendation. 
The City of Thoulouſe is one of the 
largeſt in France, next to Paris. It is 
built of Brick, a Circumſtance in which 
it differs from moſt of the Cities of 
that Kingdom. It has a very grand 
Appearance; the Bridge in particular, 
and the Building round about it form- 
ing a Coup d ¶Zil as grand and ſtriking 
h d be ſeen at Paris. We ſtayed 
but three Days at Thoulonſe, though our 
kind Hoſt preſſdd us to fuvour him wich 
our Company for two Months. But 
my Aunt was impatiefit to ſee Monipel- 
1 9 ve therefore took our Leave of 
Monſieur 
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Monſieur De la Pouillads and his Fa- 
mily; all of whom had vied with each 
other in the Politeneſs and Civility of 
their Behaviour to us. 


We ſoon after arrived at Monipellier, 
1 which, though remarkable for the Salu- 
it brity of its Air, and renowned as a 

1 School for Phyſicians, has nothing in 

| its. Appearance that deſerves. a par- 
: ticular Deſcription. As my Aunt pro- 


poſed reſiding the whole Summer at 
this Town, ſhe took a large Hotel, and 
we lived there in a Splendor which 
ſoon attracted the Attention both of 
Natives and Foreigners. As there were 
many Eugliſb Families of Diſtinction 
then at Monipellier, our Houſe was a 
| | Rendezvous for the beſt Company of 
a - both Sexes from England, Ireland, and 
[| Scotland. I could eaſily perceive, that 
| Diſtance from their Country had en- 
| : ound: 
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deared it to them; and in their Beha- 
viour to each other, there was a Polite- 


neſs and Attention to oblige,” much ſu- 
perior to what I ever experienced a- 
mongſt the Engl: iſo when at Home. 


I had not reſided long at 3 8 
before my Beauty procured me more 
Admirers than one. The firſt of theſe 


was Lord Belmont, an Engliſh Noble- 
man, who, though fifty, had ſo much 
of the young Man in his Appearance 
and Deportment, that no one would 


have thought him to be above thirty. 
He had, no doubt, been handſome in 


his Youth ; for though he was low 
in Stature, his Perſon was exactly 
ſhaped; and the Elegance of his Fi Fi. 
gure was rendered ſtill more gonſpicu- 
ous by the engaging Politeneſs of his 


Addreſs. His Features were regular 


ane . his Eyes in Particular 


cceding 


- 


166 H1 STORY of 


ceeding lively: and piercing; yet a 
Perſon of Diſcernment could eaſily 
ieee Nu We WAS; 1 to de- 


9 * 


At the Age of I Lind | Belmont, a a Man 
may have the Addreſs, the Vivacity, 
and the Deportment of Youth; in a 
Word, he may have every Quality * 

Juvenility, except that of being ami- 
ably handſome: But this Quality is ſo 
eſſentially neceſſary for inſpiring the Paſ- 

_ flon of Love, that no Man was ever 

loved without it. The fooliſn Hearts 

of Women have often indeed impoſed 
pon them, and made them think 
they had a ſerious Paſſion, for Men, 
guheni: [they were in Fact only daz- 
led by their Reputation or ſhining 

2 Unlities. Fhus has Eſteem, Admi- 

pai nay often that Kind of Admira- - 


in e e of Envy in it, 


295 8 „ been 
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been miſtaken for Love. I own; 1 
was upon this Occaſion the Dupe of 
my own Vanity; As Lord Belmont 
enjoyed univerſally che Character of a 
Man of ſuperior Genius, having diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf; as a Speaker in the 
Houſe, and diſcovered extraordinary 
Abilities in. ſeveral Negotiations in 
which he had been employed. my 
Pride was flattered at ſeeing ſuch a Man 

in the Number of my Captives, and 
L for ſome Time thought I loved him; 
though upon this Oecaſion L miſtoox 


Eſteem for Love. My Aunt was high» 


y pleaſed to fee me addteſſed by a Sui - 
tor of ſuch Rank, and eſpouſed his 
Cauſe with Zeal; being dazzled not fo 
much by. his perſonal Accomphſhments, 
as by an Eſtate of ten Thouſand: a 
Year,:: which” ſhe! knew. he poſſeſſed. 
His Lordſhip was very afiduous in his 
Courtſhip, and I was ſo far deluded; as 


t 
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to think I returned the Love he pro- 
feſſed with a mutual Affection. But I 
was ſhortly undeceived ; for my noble 
Suitor ſoon had a Rival, who kindled in 
my Boſom a real Flame, and convinced 
me, that the Love 1 thought I felt for 
his OE” was _ Imaginary. OY 


As my Aunt was in a weakly de- 
clining Condition, ſhe was attended 
by one of the moſt eminent of the 
Faculty of Montpellier. Monſ. Mag- 
nolles, which was this Phyſician's Name, 
when he viſited my Aunt, generally 
brought with him his Nephew, who 
was a young Student of Phyſick, and 
at that Time under his Care. This 

young Gentleman was as amiable in 


bis Perſon as in his Addreſs. Though 


he was not above eighteen or nineteen 
Tears of Age, he was near ſix Feet 
dich. but dender and very elegantly 
| ſhaped. 
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ſhaped. His Complexion was ſome- 
what yellowiſh (a Defect common in 
this Country) but there was an inex- 
preſſible Sweetneſs in his Countenance, 
that more than compenſated for this 
light Blemiſh. His fine black Hair, 
which, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country, he wore in a Bag, became 
him with a Grace which cannot be de- 
ſcribed, nor eaſily conceived without 
being ſeen. Scarce had I ſeen this 
amiable young Gentleman, but my 
Heart declared itſelf in his Favour, 
and the real Affection TI felt for him, 
quickly convinced me that I impoſed 


upon myſelf in thinking I ever had wy 
Love for Lord Belmont. 


Pitreau, for that was the Name of = 


my firſt French Admirer, the very firlt 

Time I faw him, ſhewed by his Looks 

and his Behaviour that I was not indif- 
Vol. 1. HED ferent 
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ferent to him. In his ſucceeding Viſits 
he diſcovered his Paſſion ſtill more 
plainly, and I could eaſily perceive that 


nothing but the Preſence of his Uncle 


and my Aunt prevented his making 


a formal Declaration. However, it 


was not long before he enjoyed this 
Opportunity. My Aunt happening 
to walk one Evening in the Garden 
with Dr. Magno/les, his Nephew and I 
accompanied them. We eaſily found 
Means to ſtay ſo far behind the old 


People, that Pitreau found an Oppor- 


tunity of unboſoming himſelf to me, 


and diſcloſing the tender Sentiments 
with which I had inſpired him. This 
he did in ſuch a gallant Manner, that 
it greatly increaſed my Leu: and add- 
ed conſiderably to the good C Opinion 1 
entertained of him. 


La 
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Lord Belmont ſtill continued his Vi- 
ſits; and being a Man of an excellent 
Underftanding, he ſoon perceived, 
by the Alteration of my Behaviour, 
that he had a Rival. He was greatly 
mortified at this Diſcovery, and com- 
plaining to my Aunt that my Aﬀec- 
tions were totally alienated from him, 
tryed whether he could by her Means 
diſcover which of my Rivals I prefer- 
red to him, for I had other Suitors a- 
mongſt the young Gentlemen of Mont- 
pellier who viſited at my Aunt's. But 
theſe diſguſted me with their Affecta- 
tion and Grimace, as much as Pitreau 
delighted me by the eaſy Politeneſs of 
his Behaviour, the Gracefulneſs of his 
Perſon, and the Delicacy of the tender 
Sentiments he expreſſed. I have in- 
deed obſerved, from a long Reſidence 
amongſt the French, that every French. 
man, who is not amiable in Perſon and 


L &  - QQ 2 
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Behaviour, is altogether diſagreeable ; 
becauſe France abounds with young 


Perſons who might ſerve as Models to 


be imitated by the Youth of other Na- 
tions. Every Frenchman that is young 


has the Vaaity to think himſelf hand- . 
ſome. This is not the only Error he 
is guilty of; he imagines alſo that Gri- 


mace and Affectation entitle him to 


the Appellation of - polite,.. and that 
every Woman whom he wearies with. 
his Nonſenſe and Impertinence, muſt 


of courſe fall in Love with him. 


Thus, as there are ſome amiable young 
Men in France to counterballance this, 
it abounds with affected Coxcombs and 


vain Petit- Maitres. 


My Aunt was not ſufficiently know- 


ing in the Paſſion of Love to form 
any Suſpicion, from Pitreau's Behavi- 
our to me, that he was the favoured 
| Lover 


* 
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Lover who had ſupplanted his Lord- 
ſhip : But Lord Belmont, who hap- 
pened one Day to pay his Viſit when 
Monſieur Magnolles and his Nephew 
were at our Houſe, was a Man of too 
; much Penetration not to diſcover the 
mutual Paſſion which inſpired Pitreau 
and me; though we both endeavoured 
to conceal it in his Preſence. I could 
perceive his Lordſhip frequently caſt _ 
a ſtern EyE upon my Lover, who turn- 
ed pale, and diſcovered manifeſt Symp- 
toms of Uneaſineſs ; well judging, that 
the Jealouſy of a Man of Spirit, as his 
Lordſhip was known to be, might be 
attended witk dangerous Conſequences 
to his Rival. He was not miſtaken, 
for his Lordſhip next Day meeting Pi- 
treau upon the Eſplanade, a public 
Walk before the Citadel, which is 
every Evening filled with Company, 
told him, in a peremptory Tone, that 
„ + 
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if he did not diſcontinue his Viſits at 
my Aunt's, he ſhould ſuffer for his 
Inſolence. Pitreau, quite terrified and 
diſconcerted with this menacing Lan- 
guage, retired with precipitate Con- 
tuſion from the Eſplanade. This I af- 
terwards heard from one of his ſelf- 
conceited Rivals, who exulted in his 
Diigrace, and always exaggerated it - 
in the Relation. I likewiſe was in- 
formed a Day or two after, that Pitreau 
had immediately retired to Marſeilles, 


the Place of his Nativity, in which 
City his Father, who was a rich Mer- - 


chant, had ys reſided. 


I was W to think that 1 had 
met the Man I had { long ſought for, 
and that Pitreau was worthy of my 
Love, till this Difcovery of his Cow- 
ardice leffened my good Opinion of 
5 ; 1 however retained for him all 


oy 


| 
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my Life after a tender Remembrance, 
with a Mixture of Pity for his Weak- 
neſs. We are capable of loving to a 


certain Degree, and that, perhaps, no 
inconfiderable one, a Perſon for whom 
we have no Eſteem; but perfect Love 


muſt be founded on Eſteem, and is in- 


ſeparable from it. I formed a Reſolu- 
tion to uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to 
forget Pitreau; and this Reſolution + 


was confirmed by my ſoon after receiv- 
ing Information, that he had attached 


himſelf to a Girl who danced: at the 


Comedy of Marſeilles, and diſcovered 
the warmeſt Paſſion for her imaginable. 


This Proof of Ineonſtaney alienated 
me ſtill more from him, but could not 
. ed N * a 


This, * many . of the; 


like Nature, that have occurred to me 


in the Courſe of a Life diverſified by 


a Va- 


14 


176 HISTORY of 


a Variety of Adventures, which all | 
took their Riſe from Love, have in- 
duced me to adopt an Opinion, that 
this Paſſion can never be totally eradi- 
' cated from an Heart which has once 
felt its Influence. At the ſame Time 
that I endeavoured to forget Pitreau, 
I conceived ſo much Reſentment againſt 
Lord Belmont for depriving me of: his 
Company, that no Intreaties of my 
Aunt could prevail upon me ever after 
to admit his Viſits. I had experienced 
ſuch frequent Diſappointments i in my 
Amours, that I began to deſpair of 
ever meeting with a Man who could 
fix me, or one whom I could think 

truly worthy of my Love. As Man- 
ners change with Climes, I began to 
think that Love was rather a Matter 
of Amuſement than a ſerious Paſſion; 
that to make it an Attachment was the 


ſure Way to * its Pleaſures ; ; and 
that 
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that the only Means to enjoy them un- 
embittered by Jealouſy and Vexation, 
was never to enter into any Engage- 
ment; neither to endeavour to make 
a Slave of any Man, nor to become 
a Slave to the Caprice of a Lover; 
but to enjoy Love without giving 
oneſelf up to it, and in this greateſt 
of all Pleaſures, to obſerve with par- 
ticular Care the wiſe Rule laid down 
by one of the French Poets: : | 
Le IO eſt auFond, craignez d 7 toucher, 
Pour gouter les Plaiſirs, il faut les effleurer. 


« That to taſte true Enjoyment, we 
« ſhould fkim over Pleaſures, and not 
« dwell upon them,” | 1 


When I had adopted this Way c of 
thinking, which is very general a- 
| mongft the French themſelves, I ſoon 
= found 
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found a new Lover to conſole me for 
the Loſs of the inconſtant Pitreau. 
This was a young Gentleman. from 
Niſmes, who about this Time came to 
Montpellier for the Sake of Company 
and Recreation. His Name was Ar- 
mand; he had a Sprighthneſs and Vi- 


vacity uncommon even in a Frenchman, 


and which became him exceedingly. 
His Perſon was low, but his Shape 
faultleſs. His Complexion was ruddy 
and fair, which is uncommon in the 
Natives of this Country; his Eyes 
were black and lively; and in his whole 
Countenance there was an Expreſſion 
of Sprightlineſs which was his chief 
Beauty. This alſo was viſible in all 


his Motions; and ſo great were his 


Spirits, that he almoſt always ſeemed 


| TIO: 
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I did not expect much Conſtancy in a 
Lover of this Character; fo that, tho? 
I took great Pleaſure in his Company, 
I could ſupport his Abfence; and I 
familiarized my Mind to 'the Idea of 
his one Day forfaking me; as I ſoon 
difcovered that Levity was his chief 
Characteriſticx. Armand was in Fact a 
general Lover, as moft of the hand- 
ſome young Fellows in France are; yet 
there was ſomething ſo agreeable in 
him, that I could not help liſtening 
with Pleaſure to the Compliments he 
paid me, though I knew that the ſame 
ſoft Things he faid to me, were repeat- 
ed to twenty Women in a Day. The 
Ardour of his Courtſhip gave me high 
Delight, and FT could not help regret- 
ting his Loſs, when my Aunt, upon 
the Approach of Winter, finding her 
Health re-eſtabliſhed, ſer out with me 
for Paris. 
Fo Js 
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Upon my Arrival at that Metropolis, | 
I was greatly ſtruck with the Brillant 
and Magnificence for which it is ſo 
conſpicuous. , My Aunt took Apart- 
ments in La Rue St. Honorèe; but tho 
we lived with the ſame Splendor here 
as at Montpellier, we remained for a 
conſiderable Time unnoticed and un- 
diſtinguiſhed. Tho' London is declared 
to be the Capital of the polite World, 
and abounds with Perſons of Rank and 
Fortune from all the Nations in Europe, 
yet Paris is not much inferior to it; for - 
there a Stranger is overlooked, who 
would not fail to draw the Attention of 
eyery Body in the Provinces. We were, 
however, viſited ſoon after our Arrival 
by many Engliſh Families of Diſtinction; 
but it was ſome Time before we formed 
any Acquaintance with People of Rank 
* the French. This did not, 
however, 
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however, laſt. always; my Aunt about 
a Month after met with a Relation of 
her late Huſband's, at the Houſe of an 
Engliſb Gentleman, where ſhe happened 
to viſit. This Gentleman, whoſe Name 
was Monſieur Pellegrin, was a rich 
Bangueur, and had an extenſive Ac- 
quaintance amongſt the better Sort of 
People. By him we were ſoon intro- 
duced to ſome of the Farmers of the 
Revenue, who in Opulence and Im- 
portance vie with the Grandees and 
Princes of the Blood, though many of 
them are of a mean Original. 


4 expected. as ; ſoon as we were thus 
become known, and our Houſe a Place- 
of Reſort for the beſt Company, that. 
I ſhould not long be without ſome new. 
Admirer ; J and 1 was not deceived. 


Monſieur De Perſanue, the Son of a 
Farmer: general, immenſely rieh, ſoon 
. bern 
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became enamoured of me. However, 
I could not approve of him, as I ſoon 
found he had no Qualification, except 
his great Wealth, to recommend him; 
I was notwithſtanding obliged to re- 
ceive his Viſits, as my Aunt had de- 
clared in his Favour, 


In his: Courtſhip he diſcovered all 
the Confidence of a Man who thought 
himſelf certain of Succeſs ;. and this 
diſguſted me ſo much, that I took a2 


Pleaſure in humbling his Pride. He 


was not, however, to be repulſed, but 
conſtantly peſtered me with Addreſſes, 


to which I always turned a deaf Ear. 
My Aunt, who thought Riches and: 
Happineſs ſynonymous Terms, was al- 
ways exaggerating to me the great 
Felicity I ſhould enjoy, if I was mar- 
ried to a Man whoſe Wealth wonld:one- 


_— ſurpaſs that of moſt Noblemen; 


4 MAG: 


Mis BEVERLY. 183 
but I was fully ſenſible, that Affluence 
alone can never beſtow Happinefs; and 


that the Woman who is married to a 
Man ſhe diſlikes,” muſt be wretched, 


even though ſhe were "FO of the 


Indies. 


Monſieur De Perſane renewed his 
amorons Attacks every Day, and poſ- 
ſeſſing all the Vanity and Confidence 


of his Nation, was never diſcouraged 


by any Slight I ſhewed him; nay, the 


worſe I uſed him, the more aſſiduous, 


or rather importunate, was his Court- 
ſhip. In a Word, I conceived an ab- 


folute Averſion to him; and this was 
afterwards increafed to ſuch a Degree, 
by an unhappy Event, of which he was 


the Cauſe, that the Sight of him be- 
came ſhocking to me. But I ſhall de- 
fer giving an Account of this Event 
till the next Chapter, as this- has al- 

"_ 


. 
' 
| 
| 
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ready extended 'to an unconſcionable 


_ . 
ra ᷣ eee | 


CH A . XI. 
HE importunate e of 
Monſieur De Perſane, ſupported 


| by my Aunt's continual Solicitations 


in his Favour, gave me Uneaſineſs, 


and ſomewhat diminiſhed my Happi- 
neſs, though my Life paſſed in a con- 


ſtant Round of Pleaſures and Amuſe- 


ments. But this troubleſome Lover 
was the Occaſion of worſe than Inqui- 


etude to me afterwards; he was the 


principal Actor in a Tragic Scene, the 


Cataſtrophe of which I ſhall lament as 
long as 1 live. 


Some Months after my Aunt and 1 
became acquainted at the Hotel de Per- 
| ſane, 
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ſane, I happened to play at Cards at 
the Hotel de St. Severin, where I had 
been invited to paſs the Evening; for 
at Paris, as well as in moſt of the con- 
ſiderable Cities of France, it is impoſ- 
ſible either for Woman or Man to 
keep good Company without playing 
deep. At the Table where I was en- 
gaged in Play, there happened to be 
a young Gentleman, whom I knew by 
his Dreſs, which was Red faced with 
Blue and laced with Gold, to belong 
to the Grey Muſqueteers. He was 
one of the moſt amiable Figures Jever 
beheld; in Stature he was the loweſt 
of the middle Size, but ſhaped with 
an Elegance that no Statuary could 
ever equal. In his Complexion, which 

was extremely delicate, the Lily pre- 
dominated over the Roſe, which made 
a fine Contraſt with his black Hair, 
that might be properly compared to 
the 
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the Curls of Hyperion, It is as impoſſi- 
ble for me to give an adequate Deſcrip- 
tion of his Eyes, as it would be for 
the Pencil of the moſt ſkilful Painter 
to repreſent them upon Canvas. I 
cannot convey an Idea of their Colour 
to do that, I ſhould be under a Neceſ- 
ſity of inventing a new Word. I could 
not behold ſo lovely a Form without 
Admiration, and Admiration was quick- 
ly ſucceeded by Love. When he 
ſpoke, though he ſpoke but little, for 
his Behaviour was as modeſt as it was 
manly, I liſtened with the meſt pro- 
found Attention to what he ſaid ; for 
there was ſomething in bis Tone of 


Voice which was as pleafing to the Ear, 


as the Negularity of his Features, or the 
merz of his Limbs, was to che Eye. 


Though the French are e generally 


looked ** by the Engliſb as a light, 
|  fſuper- 
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ſuperficial People, their Language is, 
perhaps, the moſt philoſophical that 
ever was ſpoken ; it abounds with ſig- 
nificant Phraſes, ſome of which have 
the Force of a Sentence, and convey a 
moral Truth. The Expreſſion, Les Gens 
du bon Ton, People of the refined 
Accent,” may be juftly conſidered 
as one of theſe; for at Paris, as in- 
deed in all other Countries, People of 
different Ranks and Conditions, as well 
as People, of different Provinces and 
Diſtricts, may be diſtinguiſhed by their 
Tone of Voice. Amongſt People 'of 
Quality and Diſtinction, and particu- 
larly at the Court of Verſailles, the 
bon Ton often means the very reverſe of 
what the Words ſeem to ſignify. Tis 
a ridiculous Aﬀectation, which tends 
only to the Corruption of the Lan- 
guage. Affected, ſelf-conceited Cour- 

ders, and Ladies of Quality, diſguſt 
People 
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People of Taſte and Diſcernment, as 
much by their affected Ton, which con- 
ſiſts in drawling their Words through 


the Noſe, generally turned. up whilſt 


they ſpeak, as by the Contorſion of 
their Geſtures and their ridiculous Gri- 
maces. But thoſe who in fact deſerve the 
Appellation of Des honnttes Gens, which 
is here indifcriminately beſtowed upon 
all Perſons of Rank and Fortune, are 
quite the Reverſe of the former, both 
in Deportment 'and Tone of Voice. 
The former are Pantomimes in Geſti- 
culation, whilſt the latter have but 
few Geſtures ; but thoſe fo proper and 
graceful, that all their Motions pleaſe. 
The Accent of the former is a diſſo- 
nant Mixture of affected Tones, whilſt 
that of the latter is muſically harmo- 
nious, and has in it ſomething ſo re- 
ſpectful and complaiſant, that a Per- 
fon who has the 30 Ton in this lat- 
ter 
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ter A  _ every Body he 
yu to. | 


MN 


I cannot quit this Digreſſion without 
obſerving; that there is another Diffe- 
rence between the former Claſs of People 
in France and the latter; the former are 
ſo very talkative, that they ſtun their 
Hearers; the latter do not ſpeak 
much, but what they ſay has always ſo 
exquiſite a Propriety, that it appears 
to the Hearer to be more admirably 
ſuited to the Occaſion than any thing 
elſe which could be ſaid; ſo true is 
the Obſervation of the colehatad Mon- 
ſieur De St. Evremond, Les plus bonnttes 
Gens du Monde ſont les F rangois qui 
penſent, & les Anglois qui parlent. 
« Such of the French as think, and 
ſuch” of the Engliſh as ſpeak, are the 
n People. in the World.“ 


To 


_ 
— — 
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To return from this Digreſſion to 
the amiable Object that cauſed it: 
Though Monſieur De Ia Fleur, which 
was the Name of the Muſqueteer, 
uttered few Words, his Eyes, which 
were almoſt conſtantly fixed upon me, 
ſpoke a Language fo intelligible, that 


I could eaſily perceive I was not indif- 
. ferent to him. The Impreſſion he 


made upon me was ſo ſtrong, that after 


I went Home, I longed impatiently for 


the Tueſday following, at which Time 
I was, again to play at Cards at the Hotel 


de St. Severin, when 1 hoped to have 


the Pleaſure of ſeeing Monſieur De lo 
Fleur a ſecond Time. I employed 
Toinon, who had an admirable Talent 
at obtaining Intelligence, to procure 
me Information concerning Monſieur 
De la Fleur. This ſhe did with ſo much 


. that I diſcovered by her 
Means 
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Means ſome Circumftances relating to 
his Birth which gave me high Satis- 
faction: I found that he was of a 
noble Family, and a particular Fa- 
vourite of the young Duke of Fronfac, 
Son to the Marſhal De Richolicw, WS 


| The next Time I went to 4 Hotel 
de St. Severin, I found Monſieur De la 
Fleur there as before, and I was highly 
delighted at meeting him, as I thought 
I could. diſcover by his Glances, that 

he viſited there entirely upon my Ac- 
count. But this Joy was foon con- 
verted into Bitterneſs and Sorrow, 
Fate, which ſeemed to envy my Hap- 
pineſs in its Beginnings, unfortunately 
brought Monſieur De Perſane to the 
Hotel de St. Severin that Night. I was 
as much upon my Guard as I could, 
to prevent his concewing any Suſpi- 
cion ; * is Fleur's Behaviour ſoon 


con- 
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convinced him, as he was naturally of 
a jealous Temper, that he had a Rival. 
I returned Home with an heavy Heart, 
| which foreboded ſome Misfortune, and 
© | the next Morning had like to have 
YL ſwooned away, when I was informed 
by ſeveral Perſons, whoſe Veracity 1 
vi could not ſuſpect, that Monſieur De 
Perſane had, upon ſome frivolous Pre- 
1 text, quarrelled with La Fleur at Pro- 
1 | cope's Coffee-Houſe, in French Comedy- 
BF Street; that they went out together; 
and, that the latter being killed, che 
former had e L364 


I will 2 not its attempt to give the 
Reader an Idea of the Anguiſh I felt 
upon this Occaſion ; I retired to my 
Apartment, to give Vent to my Tears 
_ unobſerved, and wept as bitterly ' for 
a Man I had ſeen only twice, as 1 could 
i for the Loſs of my neareſt and deareſt 
Rela- 


* 8 ” my 
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Relation. But from what I had ſeen © 
of him, I thought I had great Reaſon 
to believe he would have proved every 
Way worthy of my Love, if I had had 
Time to make Trial of „ 


Whilſt 1 was PR indulging an un- 
availing Grief, I recollected with Aſto- 
niſhment, that I was now in my twen- 
ty-third Year, at which Age I was, 
according to the Prediction of Mr. 
Blackwood, who had calculated my 


Nativity, to be innocently the Cauſe 
of the Death of one of my Lovers. I 


therefore entertained no Doubt but the 


other two Predictions would be fulfilled 
in Time, and that I ſhould at laſt be 


made happy by ſucceſsful Love; but 
this Hope of remote Felicity could not 


conſole me under the Preſſure of a pre- 
eee Misfortune. | 


Vol. I. 2 © CHAP. 
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HAF. Xn. 
Au Grief for the Loſs of Mon- 
ſieur De la Fleur, threw me in- 


to ſo profound a Melancholy and De- 
jection of Spirits, that Toinon, who 


| lived with me upon the Footing of a 


Companion, was greatly alarmed ; ſhe 
did her utmoſt to conſole me: But 
finding that ſerious Condoling and Ad- 
vice rather increaſed than diminiſhed 


my Sorrow, ſhe had Recourſe to the 


Expedient of getting Ladies of my 
Acquaintance to hurry me continually 
from one Pleaſure and Amuſement to 
another. It was upon this Occaſion I 
firſt viſited Yer/arlles, Marli, Meudon, 
the Gardens of Seaux, and the other 
remarkable Places in the Neighbour- 
hood of Paris. I ſhall not pretend to 
paſs my Judgment upon them, becauſe 
1 do 


* 
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I do not pretend to be a Critick, 
either in Architecture or Gardening. 
I cannot but think, however, that the 
Cenſure of a late Author“ is ſomewhat 
- unjuſt, . when he ſays, that take the 
Caſtle, Chapel, and Garden of Ver- 
failles all together, they make a moſt 
fantaſtie Compoſition of Magnificence 
and Littleneſs, Taſte and Foppery. 
By thus jumbling together Things 
which ſhould be confidered ſeparately, 
he gives a ſeeming Colour to his Cen- 
ſure. The Garden, and the Front of 
the Caſtle which faces it, cannot be 
denied to be admirable; and theſe loſe 
none of their Effect, becauſe the Cha- 
pel, with which they have no Con- 
nexion, is a pompous Trifle, as the ce- 
lebrated Monſieur De Voltaire expreſſes 
it. The Gardens of Marli, Meudon, 
and Seaux, have Beauties to pleaſe Spec- 


K 2 tators 
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tators of the moſt different Taſtes: The 
firſt delight us by the Enchantmeat of 
Art; the ſecond ſeem partly natural, 
and partly artificial; and the third 
appears to be entirely the happy Effect 
of Chance, and to vie in Simplicity 
with the Works of Nature herſelf. Ir 
is ſomewhat ſurprizing that the Au- 
thor above cited ſhould ſay nothing of 
the Machine of Marli, which is one of 
the moſt ſtupendous Works that the 
Art of Man ever produced. It con- 
tains an almoſt infinite Number of 
Wheels, all in Motion at the ſame Time, 
and is ſaid to ſupply the City of Paris 
with Pipe- water. What appears moſt 
ſurprizing 1s, that the Plan of this won- 
derful Machine was given by a Perſon 
who could neither read nor write ; but 
this ſeems hardly credible. 
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When I had viſited all the Places of 
Note in Paris, and the Parts adjacent, 
my Acquaintances put me upon fre- 
quenting the public Diverſions, which 
my conſtant Engagements with Com- 
pany had prevented me from often vi- 
ſiting before. So many learned Cri- 
ficks have ſpoken of the French Thea- 
tre, and drawn the Character of their 
eminent dramatic Poets, that it may 
be thought Preſumption in a Woman 
to offer her Sentiments upon the Sub- 
jet. I cannot, however, forbear ſay- 
ing ſomething upon it, as the theatrical 
Exhibitions of Paris engaged my At- 
tention during a Twelvemonth. 


I can by no means agree with thofe 
who are ſo much influenced by Eng- 
liſb Prejudice, as to think no Plays de- 
ſerve hearing except thoſe of Shake- 
ſpeare, and ſome other favourite Eng- 


1 lifb 
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li Poets, Whatever Efteem I may 
therefore have for the Abilities of the 
ingenious Author before cited, I can- 
not implicitly ſubſcribe to the Judge- 
ment he has paſſed on the French Stage: 
Their moſt favourite dramatic Pieces, 
„ ſays he, are almoſt without Incident; 
* and the Dialogue of their Come- 
dies conſiſts of moral, inſipid apoph- 
* thegms, entirely deſtitute of Wit, 
or Repartee.” It ſeems ſurprizing 
that a Man of Genius ſhould be thus 
blinded by the Force of national Pre- 
judice. The Doctor, before he paſſed 
this levelling Judgment, ſhould have 
taken it into Conſideration that the 
French make a Diſtinction of their 
Plays into Pieces de Charactere, & Pieces 
d Intrigue, Pieces of Character, and 
Pieces of Intrigue.” Of the former Sort 
is the Miſanthrope, or Manhater,” of 
Moliere; the Philoſophe marrit, ** Mar- 
| : | ried 
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ried Philoſopher,” of Deſtouches z the 
| Mechant, * Incendiary,” of Greſſet, and 
many more; but who will pretend to 
' fay that the Ecole des Femmes, © School 
for Wives,” Avare, <© Miſer,” or 
Depit amoureux, Amorous Quarrel,” 
are almoſt without Incident? As to 
the Cenſure which he paſſes upon the 
Dialogue of theſe Pieces, it is undoubt- 
edly true with regard to the Produc- 
tions of ſome inferior Genius's; but 
ſurely he muſt be ſtrongly biaſſed by 

Prejudice, or totally void of Taſte, 
who can aſſert the Dialogue of Maiiere, 
Regnard, or Pyrrhon, to be entirely 
deſtitute of Wit or Repartee. I could 


prove the contrary by Citations from 


their Works; for a well-wrote Play al- 
ways makes ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
me, that I retain many Paſſages of it 
all my Life ; but I do not chuſe to 
enter into a critical Diſfertation : I 

K 4 ſhall 
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| ſhall content myſelf with juſt touching 
upon the moſt intereſting Particulars 
relating to the French Theatre. 


The Doctor's Cenſure is as unjuſt 
with regard to their Tragedies as their 
Comedies: Whoever, without Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, reads the Cid, the e Horatii, and the 
Heraclius of Corneille, will allow them 
to be Maſter-pieces in Incident and In- 
trigue, as well as replete with poetical 
Beauties. The Judgment paſſed by 
this ingenious Author, however, upon 
their Operas, I ſubſcribe to without 
Heſitation. The Muſick of their ſeri- 
ous Opera is nothing elſe but a kind 
of Pſalmody, or Church Muſick ; and 
there are few Perſons of Taſte, even 
amongſt the French, who admire it. The 
. celebrated Rouſſeau of Geneva, (of whom 
more by and bye) who is one of the 
beſt Compoſers that this Age has pro- 
duced, 
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- duced, having compiled the Muſick, 
as well as wrote the Words of Le 
Devin du Village, (which has ſince been 
repreſented upon the Theatre of Lon- 
don, under the Title of the Cunning 
' Man) ſome Years ago' wrote a Pam- 
phlet againſt the Paris Opera, as re- 
markable for ſtrong Reaſoning and Elo- 
quence of Stile, as for virulent Abuſe, 
in which he dogmatically aſſerted, that 
the French had no Muſick; and that 
from the Nature of their Language it 
was impoſſible for them even to have a 
Muſick of their own. But this is cer- 
tainly going too far: The French Mi- 
nuets greatly ſurpaſs thoſe of all other 
Nations: There is in them an inchant- 
ting Softneſs which lulls the Soul into 
pleaſing Reveries, and wraps it in 
Elyſium,“ as Milton expreſſes it. 
It ſufficiently evinces their Merit, that 
ſo * a Judge as the preſent King of 
„K 5 Pruſſt 2 


— 
e e 


202 HISTORY of: 


Prufſia gives them at his Court the 
Preference to all others, and ſuffers 


none but the French Minuets to be 


played at the Court of Berlin. 


Refdes the Minute which excelin 


all the moſt affecting Properties of 


Muſick, there are many pleaſing Airs 
in their comic Operas, and the . Paro- 
dies of their ſerious Operas repreſented 


at the. [tahan Comedy. Theſe are 
commonly called Pont-neufs, as they 


are often ſung there, and played by 
thoſe itinerary Muſicians who go about 
- from Coffee-Houſe to Coffee. Houſe. 


| The comic Opera i is a very agreeable 
Entertainment, but the Inhabitants of 
Paris enjoy it only twice a Year; in 
Winter during the Time of Le Foire de 
St. Germain, The Fair of St. Ger- 
main; and in Summer during Le Foire 
| de 
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de St. Laurent, ** Fair of St. Laurence.” 
The Pieces repreſented at the Theatre 
of the comic Opera are, like our Eng- 
liſb Operas, all Proſe except the Songs, 
whereas the ſerious Operas are entirely 
Verſe. Some of theſe laſt, in particu- 
lar thoſe of Quinault, are Maſter-pieces, 
if conſidered __ as poetical Compoſi- 
tions. 


| The Balten Comedy at Paris, though 
not ſo inſtructive, is, perhaps, more en- 
tertaining than the French Comedy, on 


account of the Variety of their Pieces, 


their excellent Dancers, their Scenery, 
and their agreeable Parodies, which 
are either burleſque Operas compoſed 
to turn the ſerious Operas into a Jeſt, 
or Farces written in order to ridicule 
the new Tragedies. The firſt Per- 
formers, who went by the Name of the 
Aalen Comedians at Paris, were a 

8 ſtrolling 


204 HISTORY of 


ſtrolling Company from Straſburg. 
Theſe were eſtabliſhed in that City in 
the Time of the late Regent Philip 
Duke of Orleans, and had a Patent 


granted them by that Prince. Their 


Buffoonery (for the Halians ſurpaſs all 


Europe in low Humour) at firſt drew 


numerous Audiences for a conſiderable 
Time; but as ſoon as they had loft 


the Charm of Novelty, the Town de- 


ferted them; whereupon they applied 


to the Lieutenant of the Police for 
Leave to act French Pieces, and call 
in the Aid of Dancers. Their Re- 
queſt was granted; but it. was upon 
Condition that they ſhould ſtill play 


two Italian Comedies every Week. As 


before this Time there had been Dan- 


cers at none of the Theatres, except 


the Opera, the alan Comedy ſoon 
became the moſt frequented of any of 
the public Spectacles. It has continued 


ſo 
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ſo ever ſince that Time; and this no 


one will be ſurprized at, who conſiders 


that there is greater Variety in the En- 
tertainments of that Houſe, than in 


thoſe exhibited at any other. 


Many of the Italian Comedians had 
-attained to ſuch a Degree of Perfection 
in the Frencb, as to be able to perform 
in that Language; and in order to 
form a complete Company, they 
hired a certain Number of Performers, 
Natives of France, to play ſuch Parts 
as they themſelves were unequal to. 
The French Pieces exhibited at this 
Houſe are the Property of the Company, 
and the French Comedians are not at 
Liberty to act any of them. 


Many eminent Pravh aches have - 
' writ for the Halian Comedians. Mon- 


fieur De Life, Monſieur De Marivaux, 
and 


206 HISTORY of 
and Monſieur Du Boiff, have compoſed 
many excellent Pieces for this Houſe, 
as well as the other. In ſome of theſe 
is a Harlequin; in others his Place is 
ſupplied by an arch Valet, who gene- 
rally goes by the Name of Paſquin. The 
Italian Pieces have a great deal of In- 
cident and Intrigue in them; and the 
Character of Harlequin, who is the 
chief Perſonage in them, is rendered 
highly diverting by the exquiſite Hu- 
mour of Carlin Benazzi, who is ac- 
knowledged, by the celebrated Mr. 
Garrick himſelf, to be one of the beſt 
Theatrical Performers in Europe. 


The Decorations, both at the Opera 
and Italian Comedy, are in many Pieces 
very fine; but the French have not 
that Dexterity in ſhifting their Scenes 
which we have. Their back Scenes are 
never drawn, but fly open like folding 

Doors. = 


There 
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There is-rather a greater Variety in 
the Theatrical Entertainments of Paris 
than in thoſe of London; for the Pieces 
played at the two Theatres are entirely 
different, Add to this, that the French 
Company of Comedians is double; ſo 
that the People of Paris enjoy the ſame 
Pleaſure with thoſe of London in ſeeing 
the ſame Parts performed by different 
Players, and comparing their Abilities. 
The Reaſon of this is, becauſe one Half 
plays at Court, whilft the other performs 


at the Metropolis. The 1talian Com- 


pany is double in like Manner; ſo that 
when that Half which acts only in 
ITtalian Pieces, is at Verſailles, the Re- 
mainder amuſes the Citizens of Paris, 
either by the Repreſentation of French 
Comedies, or by their Parodies of the 
Operas, which are muſical Pieces, 
that in Fact differ but little from the 


comic 
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comic Operas, The beſt of both were 
written by the celebrated Monſ. Favar, 

| whoſe Wife was formerly as famous for 
ſinging and acting in them, as her 
Huſband was for compoſing them. 


With Regard to public' Diverſions, 
however, the People of London enjoy 
a great Advantage over the People of 
Paris; I mean, in having the [alian 
Opera eſtabliſhed amongſt them ; and 


Bi I have always deemed it a Reflection 


upon the French Taſte, that they have 
received the Italian Comedy, which is 


inferior both to the Engl 05 and their 
own; but would never receive the Ta- 
lian Opera, though their Muſick is al- 
lowed to ſurpaſs that of all other 
8 Nations. 4 


Having expatiated, thos Rs on 


; the Theatrical Entertainments of the 
French, 
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French, it may reaſonably be expected 
I ſhould ſay ſomething of their Per- 
formers ; but this ſhall be the Subject 
of another Chapter, as I am afraid I 
have already tired the Reader's Pati- 
ence with the Length of this. 


SS g gb 


CH A P. XIII 
HERE is always an exceeding 
| good Company of Comedians at 
Paris; the French Actreſſes, eſpecially 
thoſe who play in Tragedy, are ex- 
cellent: Upon that Stage, indeed, the 
Women Players have always ſurpaſſed | 
the Men; and this makes a remarkable 
Difference between the Theatres of 
Paris and London, where the Female 
Performers have ſeldom diſcovered 
Powers 


— 
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Powers equal to thoſe of the other 


Sou. . A 


Mademoiſelle Clairon, who is per- 
haps the beſt Performer that ever ap- 


peared upon any Stage, ſhines in above 


thirty Parts in Tragedy; but ſhe is 
particularly great in the Characters of 


 Phedra, Dido, and Camilla in the Ho- 


ratii of Corneille: In this laſt, which I 
take to be her Maſter-piece, ſhe de- 
ſerves a Picture in every Scene. She 
is a fine Woman; and though not very 
tall, her Perſon is graceful, and her 
Air majeſtic. 


Mademoiſelle Dumeni! ſhines in 


Characters wherein violent Perturba- 


tions of Paſſion are required, and plays, 
as the French phraſe it, 4pec Fureur, 
with a kind of Enthuſiaſm which raiſes 


the ſrrongeſt Emotions. in the Soul we 
the 
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the Spectator : She ſurpaſſes all the 
Performers I have ever ſeen in wicked * 
Parts, and excels principally in the Cha- 
rafter of Cleopatra, in Corntille's Tra- 
gedy of Rodogune. Cleopatra is a Queen 
of the moſt ſanguinary and cruel Diſ- 
poſition, who, after having killed her 
Hufband and one of her Sons, was 
upon the Point of poiſoning the other, 
as well as the Princeſs Rodogune, whom 
he was to marry; but being detected, 
ſhe drinks off the Bowl of Poiſon her- 
ſelf, and is carried off the Stage utter- 
ing Curſes and Execrations. 


Le Kain is the capital French Actor. 
In Tragedy he ſhines in the Character 
of Oreſtes, and all Characters which 
move the Paſſions ; but his Perform- 
ance does not equal that of Made- 
moiſelle Clairen, or Mademoilelle Da- 
a menil. ; 


The 
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The French have many other Per- 
formers of Merit, both Men and Wo- 
men. Their low Comedians are ex- 
cellent, particularly Preſville, who may 
be juſtly looked upon as the Suter of 
Paris; but I ſhould tire the Reader's 


Patience were I to give Characters of 
all the Actors. 


Some of the Singers at the French 
Opera have excellent Voices, and it 
is a Pity they ſhould be thrown away 
upon ſuch execrable Muſick. With 
regard to the Players of the Italian 
Comedy, beſides Carlin, of whom No- 
tice has been taken before, there are 
ſome other Performers who poſſeſs a con- 
ſiderable Share of Merit: In partic u- 
lar, two Actreſſes, who alternately play 
the Character of Harlequin's Miſtreſs, 


Columbine, diſplay a Viewty almoſt 
ſuperior 
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ſuperior to that of the French, and ex- 
ert themſelves with an Earneſtneſs 
which ſhews.at once a Deſire to pleaſe, 
and that they themſelves are pleaſed 
with their Profeſſion. The Actors who 
repreſent the Characters of Pantaloon, 
a rich avaritious old Venetian Merchant 
and Scapin, a knaviſh Servant, are 
excellent: There is likewiſe at the ſame 
Houſe one De Haye, who, in the Cha- 
racter of a Valet, ſurpaſſes the beſt 
Players of the French Comedy. 


Amongſt the Actreſſes who appear 
in the French Comedies and Parodies, 
there are two very remarkable: They 
are Siſters, who aſſume the Name of 
Catinon, and are as remarkable for 
their Beauty, as for their extraordinary 
Talents in ſinging and acting. But 
I doubt I have tired the Reader's Pa- 


tience by dwelling ſo long upon one 
Subject; 
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Subject; I ſhall therefore return to my 
Adventures, the Thread of which has 


been too long interrupted. 


There are at Paris a great Number 
of Ladies, who, notwithſtanding the 
Severity with which Moliere has ſa- 
tirized Women who affect Learning, 
in his excellent Comedy of Les Femmes 
Sgavantes, attach themſelves to the 
Study of the Sciences with the moſt 
arduous Application, and whoſe Houſes 
are Places of Rendezvous for all the 
Authors and Men of Learning or 
Genius in Paris. Theſe attend 'a 
Courſe of Chymiſtry with the cele-- 
brated Rowel, of Natural Philoſophy 
with the Abbe NVollet, of Anatomy 
with Monſieur Ferrein, or Monfieur 


Petit, of the Mathematicks with Mon- 
ſieur PAbbe De la Caille, and of other 


Branches of Science with other learned 
5 | Pro- : 
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Profeſſors. They viſit Monſieur De 
Reaumur's Cabinet of Curioſities, and 
hold deep Conſultations. with Mon- 
ſieur De Buffon upon Natural Hiſtory. - 
They likewiſe pique themſelves upon 
what the French call Bel Eſprit; and 
every Author who has a Piece to be 
acted at any of the Theatres, takes Care 
to read it to as many of theſe Female 
Criticks as he can, and ſecure their Ap- 
probation ; becauſe their Intereſt con- 
tributes to fill the Boxes, and their 
Opinion has great Weight in directing 
the Taſte of the Town. 


I ion aboue this Time to be 
introduced to one of theſe learned 
Circles by a Lady of my Acquaintance, 
who told me there was much Information 
to be had at them, as the Converſation - 
turned always upon the Sciences.“ Be- 
„ ſides that, 2 by frequenting 

* ſuch 


to the Coun 
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« ſuch Societies, you will fave a great 
e deal of Money, as Gaming is a 
« Vice unknown amongſt them.” Theſe 
were Inducements ſufficient to make 
me accept the Propoſal of Madame De 
Beauchamp, by whom [I was conducted 
els d Alberiac's modern 
Lyceum, and formally introduced as a 
foreign Lady who was a Lover of the 
Sciences, and who had an ardent Deſire 
of improving by her Ladyſhip's Con- 


verſation. The Counteſs, whom 1 


ſoon perceived to be a ridiculous Mix- 


ture of Moliere's Femme ſpavante, & 
Precieuſe ridicule, received me with 


ſuch Formality, and ſpoke in ſuch 


ſtiff, pedantic, and ſtudied Phraſes, as 
filled me with the higheſt Contempt 


for the Character of a learned Lady. 
I however gladly embraced this Op- 
portunity of making new Obſervations 


upon the Manners of the French ; and 
I did 


Miſs BEVERLY. 217 

I did not doubt, that amongſt the 

Groupe of Characters at the Hotel dA. 

Sicrac, | ſhould meet with many Sub- 

zects of Mirth, however E. fail 
of . 


1 vas afterwards ſucceſiyely intro- 
duced to ſeveral Ladies, moſt of whom 
by their Rouge, the Richneſs of their 
Dreſs, and their Uglineſs, I could per- 
ceive to be Women of Condition; and 
to ſeveral Gentlemen, whom from their 
Attitudes, which had a · Mixture of the 
formally Grave and the groteſque Co- 
mique ; their Faces, in which Self- im- 
portance was mixed with, Abjectneſs; 
and their Dreſs, which. was oyer plain 
or fantaſtically fine, I could eaſily diſ- 
cover to be Authors or Philoſophers. 


After we were ſeated, Madame De 
Albicrac addreſſed her Converſation to 
me.as a Stranger: She ſaid, ſhe could 

. 8 _ eaſily 
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eaſily perceive that I was born in Eng- 
land by my Accent; and proceeded to 
aſk me ſeveral Queſtions about the pre- 
ſent State of Sciences and Literature 
in that Kingdom. Undoubtedly, Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe, you muſt underſtand 
« Geometry ; for I am credibly inform- 
« ed, that all the Eugliſb, of any Edu- 
cation, are profoundly verſed in the 
4 Mathematicks. Pray, have any At- 
tempts been lately made by the Royal 
Society of London towards ſquaring 
c the Circle? IJ anſwered, That I was 
[ s totally ignorant of the Science ſhe queſ- 
5 tioned me about; and could not poſſibly 
give her any Information. She replied, 
| me was ſurprized to hear my Anſwer; for 
i ſhe had been told, that all the Eng/b 
* of Education, whether Men or Wo- 
men, were profound Philoſophers and 
Mathematicians. She next aſked me, 
. who was the beſt Poet then living in 
| * 


10 


N N 2 . % n me") * . 
8 * 5 * af, * N n 6 = 
r I IE or ING —— 2 


„ 
—— — . — . — v ——— 


4. 
* 
„ — 


Mis BEVERLY. 219 


England? To which I replied, That it 
was a Point very much controverted 
amongſt the Criticks; and that I could 
not take upon me to decide, where ſo 
many Perſons, of Taſte, were puzzled 
to determine.. 1 


Finding I could afford her no Satiſ- 
faction in her Enquiries relative to the 
Sciences, ſhe. began to queſtion: me 
concerning the general Character of the 
People of England. Here the firſt 
Queſtion ſhe aſked, was, Whether the 


Engliſh were not all Predeſtinarians, 


and did not believe in abſolute Decrees 
like the Turks ? To this I anſwered in 
the Negative; whereupon an Abbe, who 

till then had fat ſilent, and whom I 
afterwards found to be the Abbe De 1a 
Caille, the celebrated Mathematician, 
was pleaſed to contradict me upon the 
ee of the Abbẽ Le Blanc's Letters 


| # * con- 
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concerning che ¶Rngliſh Nation; and 
turning to the reſt of the Company, 
intimated to them, That it was this 
Belief of Predeſtination which ocea- 
fioned ſo many Suicides in England. 
If a melancholy Eug ii Oman, adted he, 
l takes it into his Head that he was born 
„to ſhbot himſelf, he makes no more 
e. ado but goes into his Cloſet, loads a 
* Piſtol, and blows his own Brains out, 
. Without having the leaſt Apprehen- 
« ſion of being accountable for what 
*r he is doing in a future State.“ 


A grave looking Gentleman, whom 

I afterwards underſtood to be the ce- 

lebrated Monſieur *D* Alembert, next 

aſked me, Whether it was not cuſtom- 
ary for the Engliſb to make Parties f 
twenty, thirty, and ſometimes forty 

Perſons, to go a Jaunt into the Country, 

and cut heir Throats — 

an 
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and whether they. did not glory in ſuch 
an Action as a great and heroic Ex- 


ploit? I affirmed all this to be abſo- - 


lutely groundleſs, and maintained my 
Aſſertion with ſome Warmth; being 


as much offended with the Folly and 


Falſehood of what they ſaid, as with 
the great Unpoliteneſs of thus depre- 


ciating a Country before a Perſon born 


in it. 


Ass I could not reply to theſe Ab- 

ſurdities without difcovering. ſome 
Warmth, a long meagre Figure, who 
till then had ſat ſilent, often caſting 
ſcornful Glances, which he ſtrove to 
conceal, though they could not. eſcape 
me, upon the reſt of the Literati then 
preſent, took my Part in the Diſpute, 
and affirmed, That, making Allowance 


for the Difference in the Number of 


Inhabicants between Paris and London, 
L 3 - there 


* » 
. 


222 HISTORY of 

there were as many deſperate Wretches 
who murdered themſelves in the former 
City as the latter; and that the Reaſon 
why the contrary Opinion prevailed, 
was, that Caſualties and Accidents 
which happened to private Perſons were 
not printed in the French Gazettes ; 
whilſt in London, if a Cobler happened 
to kill himſelf, the whole Town was 
ſure to be informed of it in all the 
Morning and Evening Papers. 


The Converſation ſoon after took a 
different Turn, by a tall, luſty Per- 
ſonage in an Olive- colour Coat and a 
Tye-Wig, in whoſe Countenance there 
was a Mixture of Sagacity and Malice, 
addreſſing another, whoſe Dreſs was fo 
plain, that if I had been in England, 
1 ſhould have ſuſpected him to be one 

of the People called Quakers, and 
aſking him, with a Sneer, whether he 
7 * had 
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had lately made any new Converts to 
the Simplicity of pure Nature; and 
whether he had found many of the 
Citizens of Paris ready to quit a Life 
of Luxury and Eaſe, and repair to the 
Woods to hve upon NOR and erin 
the pure Element? 


The Figure of the Perſon to whom 
this Queſtion was put, was ſo remark- 
able, that the Reader will, doubtleſs, 
excuſe me for giving a particular De- 
ſcription of it in this Place. He had 
the moſt diſmal, melancholy Counte- 
nance I ever beheld. His Face was 
not naturally ugly, but it was ſolength- 
ened and disfigured by the Chagrin 
which conſtantly preyed on his Mind, 
that it reminded me of certain Pictures 
J have ſeen of the Crucifixion. His 
Eyes, which were naturally black, were 
become livid by the conſtantCorrodings 
1 L 4 1 
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of Sorrow, and ſunk almoſt half an 
Inch deep in their Sockets. His Eye- 
brows were black and thick; and his 
Complexion ſwarthy. But what was 
chiefly remarkable in this Figure, was, 
the Expreſſion of deep Melancholy, 
which was ſo diſcernible, that it could 
not eſcape the Eye of the moſt ſuper- 
ficial | Obſerver. His Dreſs, as I ob- 
ferved before, was plain and ſimple, 
and in his Air there was an Affectation 
of the moſt formal Gravity. | 


To the: Queſtion which _ far- 
caſtically aſked him by his Brother 
Author, (for I afterwards found they 
were both Gentlemen of the Quill) 
he, without difcovering the leaft Emo- 
tion, made this ſerious Reply: You 

<*<rnay ſneer as much as you pleaſe at 
© the Advice I gave to the indolent 
* and luxurious Inhabitants of Paris; 
but 
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ce but I ſhall always think it better to 
live in the Woods amongſt Beaſts, 
than to dwell in Society: amongſt 
Men, without ſtrictly obſerving: the 
Duties of Morality, and acting up: 
“ to the Dictates of Reaſon, which 
te alone diſtinguiſſies Man from: the 
* Beaſts that periſh. I have in many 
of my Works ſuffieiently proved, that 
all che Refinements. of Science tend 

only te increaſe. the Depravity off 
human Nature; and you yourſelf 
are an eminent Proof of this. Had 
you lived upon Acorns and Berries 
in the Woods, and walked upon All- 
Four, you would have been a much 
more innocent and inoffenſive Crea- 
ture than you are at preſent. Tou 
© would then have reſembled a Lamb, 
« whereas: now you reſemble an Angel 
* e Dar eg. 


2 Some 


Some of the Company, upon hearing 
this ſolemn Harangue, delivered in a 
pedantic Tone of Voice, burſt out a 
laughing; others ſeemed enchanted 
with the Eloquence of the Speaker ; 
but the Perſon to whom it was addreſ- 
ſed, received it with the moſt frigid In- 
difference; and only obſerved to the 
Company, how inconſiſtent it was for a 
Man who was always declaiming againſt 
the Arts and Sciences, to frequent an 
Aſſembly held by a Lady who poſſeſſed 
an exquiſite Taſte for, and patronized 
them all; and to which none reſorted, 
except Men who had devoted their 
whole Lives to the Cultivation of ſome 
Nw of ru 


Here the Lady of the Houſe epouledd 
the Cauſe of the grave Declaimer. 
oh! there is no Inconſiſtency in it 

at 
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© at all,“ cried ſhe, with the Confidence 
of one who was ſure of not being con- 
tradicted; the Age can produce no- 
e thing ſo charming as Mr. Rouſſeau's 
% Philoſophy ! How new a Thought 
<« it was to turn the Artillery of Science 
<« againſt Science itſelf; to prove, with 
the utmoſt Force of Eloquence, that 
« Eloquence is vain; and to exhauſt 
<« every Source of Knowledge, to ſhew 
% how much Ignorance is preferable 
ce to it! This is curious, this is new, 
« this is elevating. I hate your vulgar . 
* grovelling Souls, who can walk in no 
% Path but what has been trodden be- 
© fore them. Give me the bold and 
te creative Genius, who can ſtrike out 
% ſomething new, and ſay what no 
« Mortal ever thought of before him.” 


This Anſwer, which from the Tone | 
of Voice in which it was pronounced, 
E I could 


331 
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J could perceive to be meant as a Com- 


pliment, though: I ſhould have other- 


wiſe taken it for an Irony, was return- 
ed only by a low Bow from the Philo- 
ſopher of Geneva; and I could perceive 


by the malignant Leer of his Antago- 


niſt, that he was going to make a new 
Attack upon the Deelaimer againſt Sci- 
ence, when the Entrance of a new Viſi- 
tor drew the Thoughts and Attention of 
every Body preſent another Way. This 


was a thin, diminutive Mortal, with a 


ſhrill, ſqueaking Voice, that reſembled 
the: Pipe of an Eunuch. He told: the 
Company, that he was juſt come from 
the French Comedy, where a very odd 
Accident had happened. As ſoon as 
* Mademoiſelle Hus, who had perform- 
e ed a conſiderable Part in the Enter- 
„ tainment of the Night, ſaid he, had 
“ retired to the Foyers, (a Place behind 
the Side- ſcenes, where there are 
= 8 Stoves 
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_ <- Stoves in the Winter, and which the 
& Players repair to between the Acts of 
<a Play) a Geñtleman ſent his Footman 
c to her with this extraordinary Meſ- 
ſage; That his Maſter begged the 
Favour of her to ſend him her Shoe- 
% maker's Addreſs, that he might get 
ce him to makes Pair of Shoes for bis 
« Miſtreſs.“ 


Whilſt the Company were framing 2 

Variety of Conjedtures upon this whim- 
ſical Meſſage, the Counteſs: D* Alkzerae 
all on a ſudden interrupted them, by 
aſking the diminutive Gentleman, what 
was.the:Succeſs of his laſt new Tragedy, 
The Death of Bucephalus?” Nat 
<< quite ſagood as I could wiſh, anſwerett 
e the Bard; and yet I did my utmoſt to 
* throwa Pathos intoit, whichIchought 
e could not fail to produce a great Ef- 
« fect.“ Here the ſame Perſon, who had 
| ſo 
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ſo briſkly attacked Rouſſeau, and whom 
I afterwards found to be a general Cen- 
ſurer, told him, That he had not en- 
tirely miſſed his Aim ; for that it had 
produced a very great Effect, an Effect 
which appeared to him as pathetic as 
any Incident he had ever known upon 
the Stage. What could be more diſ- 
ce mally mournful, added he, than the 
“ Concert of Catcalls occaſioned by 
& Bucephalus's dying of the Wound of 
e an Arrow in the ſixth Scene of the laſt 
Act?“ Upon this the diminutive Bard 
took Fire, and was preparing to reply 
with Indignation, when the Counteſs 
D' Albicrac interpoſing, turned to a Gen- 
tleman who ſat near her, whoſe philo- 
ſophical Compoſure of Countenance 
received an additional Dignity from a 


full-bottomed Wig, which might vie 
with the beſt of thoſe worn by the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty, and re- 

5 - queſted 
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queſted him to reſume the Subject which 
he had begun to diſcuſs in ſo philoſo- 
phical a Manner at their laſt Meeting. 
The formal Gentleman anſwered, Ma- 
“dam, your Will ſhall always be a Law 
eto me;“ and immediately began to 
een to the following Effect: 


12 The laſt Time I had the Honour 
eto ſpeak before this learned and po- 
elite Aſſembly, I think I proved to 
<« the general Satisfaction of tlie Com- 
<« pany, that there is no real Difference 
© between our Souls and Bodies, and 
© conſequently, that both ceaſe to ex- 
<« jſt at the fame Time. I ſhall now 
* endeayour to prove, that as Matter 
<« has a real Exiſtence ſeparate from 
« the Deity, Matter is the only Thing 
« which exiſts in Fact; and that what 
„the Vulgar call God, is nothing but 
« a Wenge Idea, no more than what 
iq | | = {7 266i -- they 


\ 
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«6. they call a Soul;; which: I have al- 
ready proved to be nothing elſe but 
an Effect of the Organization of 
* Matter. A certain Set of Philoſo- 
„ phers, who ſeem to have no Idea of 
any Thing except their own Exiſt- 
e ence, have maintained, that what goes 
by the Appellation of the material 
« World, has no Exiſtence out of the 
Mind of ſome; intelligent Being; 
and, conſequemiy, that conſidered 
M abſtradtedly, from ſome. Mind or 
other, it has no real Exiſtence. at all. 
This is. x Doctrine of ſome of the 
<« ancient Philoſophers modernized: and 
« revived. Theſe: Philoſophers main- 
e tained, that the: Ming; is. the Place 
« of Forms; and, conſequently, that 
« alt the Forms of the material Warld 
« have their Exiſtenceonly in the Mind 
of ſome intelligent Being, juſt as the 
Phantoms of a Dream or Viſion have 
* no Exiſtence, r in the Mind of 
— 
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ce the Perſon who dreams: But this 
gSyſtem is: manifeſtly viſionary and 
* abſurd; for if it were true, there 
ce would be no Difference between the 
Ideas we have of Things when they 
te age preſent; to our Senſes, and the 
< Ideas we form when we think of 
c them whilſt the Objects are at a 
„ Diſtance from us. As this therefore 
ig palpably falſe, Matter muſt have 
« a ͤ real Exiſtenee of itfelf, and inde. 
« pendem'of* any Mind, even the ſũ- 
«preme Mind. As Matter then has 
an Exiftence- independent of the 
«Deity, its Modifications and various 
« Organization may have produced the 
« whole material World; and there is 
no Neceſſity for ſuppofing any ſu- 
han yo Mind at all.” 2 


Here this! ſubtle e n 
and whilſt he was applauding himſelf 


in 
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in his Sophiſtry, and receiving the Ap- 
plauſes of many preſent, the tall meagre 
Perſonage, of whom Mention has been 
already made, obſerved, That the Na- 
ture both of Matter and Spirit was 
equally unknown to us; and that as 
the whole Univerſe was a Myſtery, it 
muſt neceſſarily have a myſterious 
Cauſe; which Cauſe muſt be intelli- 
gent, as meer Matter could not pro- 
duce any thing intelligent; at leaſt no 
Philoſopher was ever able to ſhew how 
it could; but it is much eaſier to con- 
ceive that a ſupreme Mind could create 
Matter, as we ourſelves, though finite 
Intelligences, can every Day make 
Alterations in Matter, and give it new 
Modifications, 


The Philoſopher who began the 
Diſpute was going to reply, and in all 
Likelihood, it would have laſted long, 
* if 
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if a Servant entering, had not informed 
us, that Supper was on the Table. An 
End was inſtantly put to all their learned 
Debates, and we adjourned to another 
Room. The Supper was very magnifi- 
cent, and all the Gueſts ſeemed well diſ- 
poſed to gratify their ſenſual Appetites. 
At Intervals, however, many learned 
Subjects were diſcuſſed, and the Philo- 
ſopher of Geneva ſuſtained many ſevere 
Strokes of Raillery from the Perſon 
who had attacked him ſo briſkly before. 
At laſt, however, we all ſeparated, 
and I went Home, rather amuſed than 
edified by ſuch a ſtrange Jumble of 
Learning and Impertinence, Raillery 
and an n a 


* CHAP, 


{4 
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CHAP. XXIV: 


F Have frequently met with an Obſer- 
vation made by Eugliſh Authors, 
That there is a greater Variety of 
Humours and Characters in their 
Country than in any other.” The 
celebrated Mr. Aadiſon, who, with many 


others, has adopted this vulgar. Error, 
aſcribes this Variety of Humours to the 


Liberty of the Eugliſ and conſiders 


it: as a bad Effect, which ſhould be 
overlooked,. and treated with: Indul- 
gence; as ſpringing from a good Cauſe. 
This Obſervation has long acquired 
the Credit of a Maxim; and I was 
myſelf deceived by it, till my own 
Experience ſhewed it to be falſe. I 


have met with a greater Number of 


whimſical and fantaſtic Characters, and 


more odd and capricious Humours in 
* 'a ſingle 
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a ſingle Set of French Company, than 
in thirty ngliſ Families or more. 
The French are for the moſt Part, fo 
talkative, that their Loquacity gene- 
rally makes them diſtoder xheir areal 
Characters in a Quarter of an Hour's 
Converſation. ;- whilſt, che natural Taci- 
turnity of the -Zygli/his:fo, powerful 
in concealing theirs, that you may be 
acqunintpd with an Engliſuman àa Twelve 
month before you can be omen Gd 
* him. x 


* was led by my it viſit 
many more learned Societies of the 
ſame Nature with that deſcribed in the 
laſt Chapter 4 but were 1 to: igive the 
Characters of all the Originals I met 


with at them, it would require a ſeparate 
Volume to paint them in their proper 
Colours. I ſhall therefore only men- 
tion: wo or three, which to me ap- 
| vw peared 
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| peared ſo very extravagant, that I 
thought it would be depriving the 
Reader of a Pleaſure to ſuppreſs them. 


- A Lady of the firſt Quality at Paris 
holds one of theſe ſcientifical Aſſem- 
blies at her Houſe every Night ; ſhe 
has loſt conſiderable Sums of Money, 
and almoſt her Senſes; in Purſuit of 
the Philoſopher's Stone, and a Medi- 
cine to make Man immortal. One of 
the moſt extraordinary Perſonages who 
frequents her Houſe, is an Alchymiſt, 
to whom ſhe allows a Penſion of two 
thouſand Livres a Year to prolong her 
Life. This Genius, whoſe Name is 
Villardoin, has publiſhed ſeveral Books 
concerning the great Work, all of 
- which he has dedicated to his Patroneſs. 
I have often heard this Original affirm 
before a numerous Aſſembly, which 
n partly of crack-brained En- 
| i thuſiaſts 
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thuſiaſts like himſelf, and partly of Men 
of real Learning, that he was in the 
5450th Year of his Age; that he had 
protracted his Life to that Term by Se- 
crets which he had diſcovered ; and 
alſo that he and another Perſon, who 
had formerly lived with him in a re- 
tired Manner in La Rue de la Fuſiene, 
had diſcovered the Philoſopher's Stone, 
and uſed to go about in the Night 
diſtributing Sums of Gold to all the 
Wi Families 1 in et 


When 1 b e in | tis ene I 
abſerved ſeveral of the Company en- 
deavouring to ſmother a Laugh, which 
they ſuppreſſed in Complaiſance to the 

Lady of the Houſe. However, the 
tall meagre Perſonage, of whom Notice 
has been taken in the laſt Chapter, and 
whom I always met with at every one 
of theſe Aſſemblies, once took the Li- 
berty 
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ain to ſaſlc him, why he, who was poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Secret which was equivalent 
to poſſeſſing the Gold Mines of Potaſi, 
did not make a greater Figure in the 
World? To this the/ Alchymiſt an- 


ſwered, without being in the leaſt diſ- 


-compoled, .* The true Adept enjoys 


all "Os -without — any 


Thing.“ 


There was another Original- belong- 
ing to the ſame Socirty, whoſe: Tenets 


were quite oppoſite to thoſe of the 


former, which gave Occaſion to fre- 


quent Diſputes between them. This 
whimſical Mortal laughed at all Arts 
and Sciences, and maintained, that 
Aſoliere was in the right in ridiculing 
the Phyfioians; as che ſkilfulleſt of them 
had never cured the moſt «rifling Diſ- 
order; at the ſame Time - affirming, 
with a degmatical Air, that he had 
| 5 diſco- 
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diſcovered the Panacea, the infallible 
Remedy, the true Secret for keeping the 
whole human Syſtem in a conſtant State 
of Sanity. Being preſſed to diſcover this, 
he declared, Fhat it was no other than 
to keep up a conſtant Contentedneſs _ 
or Serenity of Mind : But when he 
was aſked how this could be effected, 
he was filent. Such a Groupe of odd 
Characters, I will own, highly divert- 
ed me; yet I muſt ſay, that a View of 
this learned Aſſembly had ſcarce any 
other Effect but to give me a Contempt 
for the Literati in general, 


A few Days after I happened to go 
with a Lady of my Acquaintance to 
the French Comedy, to ſee the Tra- 
gedy of Merope. We happened to fit 
in the Seconde Loge; and no ſoones 
had we taken our Places, but the tall 
meagre Perſonage, whom I had before 

„„ met 
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* * often, and who happened to be 
ſeated next me, accoſted me with the 
greateſt Politeneſs imaginable. As 
there was ſomething very particular in 
the Air and Appearance of this Perſon, 
1 ſhall here deſcribe him. In Stature he 
was tall, but he appeared taller than 
he really was, as he was ſo extremely 
thin that a Puff of Wind was almoſt 
ſufficient to throw him down: There 
was ſomething extremely comick and 
_ groteſque in his Caſt of  FeaturGs, and 
his Countenance would have diſpleaſed 
by its Uglineſs, had it not been for 
"the Sharpneſs and penetrating Viva- 
city of his Eyes, which ſeemed to be 
emblematical of his Genius. He 
looked extremely old and emaciated, 
but I underſtood afterwards, that he 
| was not fo old as he looked; but that 
this was owing to his intenſe Applica- 


tion to Study. When he entered into 
. 1 5 Con- 


- 
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Converſation with me, I could not but 
admire his lively Wit, and the Sallies 
of Genius which ſeemed to come from 
him naturally. His Diſcourſe firſt 
turned upon the Characters of the ſe- 
veral Perſons whom we had ſeen at the 
Counteſs D' A bicrac's Hotel. He be- 
gan by diſſectiag Rouſſeau. That 
c comical Mortal, ſaid he, who ha- 
5 „ rangued. ſo much in Favour of the 
„Simplicity of pure Nature, is a 
«« Compoſition of Oddities and Contra- 
5 dictions. He is remarkable for main- 
te taining Paradoxes, and ſupporting, 
c with all the Force of Eloquence, 
_ £ Poſitions ſo abſurd, that every ra- 
tional Man muſt reject them as ſoon 
cas ever, he hears them propoſed. 
_« His Father, who was a Citizen of 

Geneva, kept a Muſick-ſhop there. 
<< He was at great Expence to give his 
„Son a learned Education, which in- 


M 2 “ deed 


— 
. 
« 
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& deed was not thrown away, as Rouſ- 
<« ſeau has given ſeveral Proofs of his 
being an exalted Genius; but theſe 
e are all ſunk and obſcured by the Af- 
<« fectation and Singularity of his Cha- 
« rafter. He profeſſes to hold the 
<« Publick in ſuch Contempt, that he 
<« has often declared that his Ambition 
* was to be hiſſed. A Piece of his, 
e called Hippolitus, or The Lover. of 
„ himſelf, was played at the French Co- 
% medy. Till it fell, he never declared 
&« himſelf the Author: As ſoon as it 
« was generally exploded, he went to 
% Procope's Coffee-Houſe, and told the 
& Wits there, that the Piece that had met 
with ſuch general Diſapprobation 
<«< was of his Compoſition ; and that 
che wrote on Purpoſe: to be hiſſed. 
This Rhodomontade was looked up- 
* on by many as a Proof of his exalted 
1 Genius 3 for ſuch! is the whimſical and 


« capri- 


Mis BEVERLY. 245 
© capricious Temper of the French, 
« that the oddeſt and moſt extravagant 


Characters are generally the moſt 
« admired by them. | 


His whimſical Nager of Cha- 
«< rater was never more conſpicuous 
„than at the Time of the Controverſy 
% concerning the French and Halian 
. & Muſick : It was occaſioned by the 

Arrival of a Company of 1taliap Strol- 
< Jers that were ſent for from Italy by 

« the Director of the Opera, who find- 
* ing his Theatre deſerted by the 
« Publick, thought that the Bait of 
« Novelty would have powerful Charms 
&« for the French, who from a natural 
« Levity run after every Thing new, 
<« whether good or bad. The Succeſs 
„ anſwered his Expectation; the Ha- 
e Hans, who played twice a Week, 
never failed to draw numerous Au- 
M 3 6 diences, 
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e diences, whilſt the Singers of the 


French Opera performed n N gi 
to empty Benches. 


. This piqued ſome of our Coun- 

© trymen, who think Patriotiſm con- 

| « fiſts in extolling the Genius of their 

 » BW own Nation, and depreciating the 

1 % People of all other Countries as Bar- 

43 barians, the Party ſpirit grew ſtronger 

2 every Day, and its Influence drew 
[ <« Crowds to the French Opera, which 
would have fallen, ne doubt, if it 
* had had no other Suppore but its 
*, own: Merit. lifes 4 


About this Time Rouſſeau's Devin 
Au V.llage was performed with unpa» 
* rallehed Succeſs ; and this greatly 
contributed to counterbalance the 
* Reputation of the Italians, - who'e 


T  Mybek was Every Day gaining new 
Partiſans 
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cc Partiſans amongſt the French: Upon 
<« this Occaſion a Controverſy was ſet 
* on Foot concerning the comparative 
« Merits of the Muſick of both Na- 
e tions, and managed with as much 
© Warmth as if the Intereſt of Church 
© or State was concerned, Rouſſeau at 
this Juncture purſued a Conduct 
which appeared to be diametrically 
* oppolite to his Intereſt; but this 
« heteroclite Genius was in all his 
« Actions influenced by Motives dif- 
c ferent from thoſe that actuate other 
People: He warmly eſpouſed the 
i Cauſe of the Italian Muſick, and his 
« Zeal even carried him ſo far, that he 
e often headed a Party of Ttalianiſts, 
and joined with them in hes 12 
on Opera. 


« Not contented with running down 
* the French Muſick in all the Coffee- 
| M 4 «© Houſes 
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4 Houſes of Paris, he publiſhed a moſt 


s virulent Invective againſt it; where- 


upon the Director of the Opera de- 
„ prived him of the Freedom of the 

«< Houſe, which, as an Author, he was 
before entitled to. His Invective 
made him ſo odious, that he was 
more than once knocked down in the 
* Streets by Ruffians hired by the Par- 
« tifans of the Opera; and durſt not ſo 
« much as venture into a Coffee-Houle, 
* or any Place of public Reſort, with- 
out being accompanied by a Muſque- 


« teer of his Acquaintance, who was 
* ready to take his Part in caſc any 
4 one inſulted him. 


« Such Perſecutions as theſe would 
« have appeared to a rational Man in 
c the Light of Misfortunes; but the 
« Vanity Ts Rouſſeau Heart made him 
* 9 rejoice in them, as they, in 

40 his 
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& his Opinion, proved his Importance, 
and ſeemed to render his Claim to 
the Title of Great Man indiſputable. 
He once wrote a ſhort Piece of two. 


Acts, entitled Hippolitus, or The Lover 


, himſelf; he did not own it till it 
* was damned, and then he went to 


5 Procepe sCoffee-Hbuſe, and declared 
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before all the Company, which there 
4 conſiſts of Criticks, Perſons of Taſte, 
and Pretenders to Taſte, and declared 
that he was the Author of the Piece 
* which had juſt then been damned; 
“ that he wrote on purpoſe to be 
„ damned; and that if his Piece had 
* met with the Approbation of the 
* Publick,” he would never have owned 
<« jt. Theſe affected Singularities which 
< have caufed People of no Diſcern- 
* ment; of whom a great Majority of 
e the Publick is compoſed, to look 
upon him in the Light of an extra- 

M 5 ordinary 
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6 ordinary Genius, prove him to be 
« actuated by a Vanity which : muſt 
render him contemptible to all Per- 
ſons of Underſtanding, 


The formal Perſonage who ha- 
4 rangued ſo learnedly againſt the Ex- 
« iſtence of a Deity, is the celebrated 
Diderot: No one can. deny him to 
be a Man of profound Erudition, and 
« ſome Genius ;, but by adopting the 
« abſurd Syſtem of Atheiſm, he forfeits 
6. all. Title to the Reputation of a true 
«. Philoſopher.. This is, however, 
« known only to thoſe who converſe 
« with bim, for. in his Writings he 
<« affects. to believe what he denies in. 
his. Diſcourſe, in order to fave Ap- 
« pearances, and eſcape public Cenſure. 


« The little dramatic Author ill 


* writes on in Spight of common Senſe, 
tho 
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ce tho? all the Pieces he ever offered to 
the Stage were damned; his laſt new 
60 Tragedy was ſo ill received by the 
e Publick, that after the firſt Act was 
over, all the Gentlemen in the Pit 
< turned their Backs to the Stage, and 
* converſedjuſtas if they had been in a 
Caffee-Houſe, without taking any 
e further Notice of the Play. 


e The Alchymiſt is a downright 
„Madman; he was formerly Chymiſt 
© to the Duke of Orleans, and worked 
in his Laboratory; he has ſince been 
ce the Ruin of ſeveral who were mad 
ce enough to ſpend. vaſt Sums in Search 
of the Philoſopher's Stone, by which 

they impoveriſhed themſelves and 

ce. their F amilies. 54 


By this Time the Curtain was drawn, 
and the Play, which engaged the At- 
M 6- tention 
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tention both of the Stranger and my- 
ſelf, put an End to our Converſation 
for the Time. After the firſt Act was 
over, Mr. Whitaker, an intimate Ac- 
quaintance of my Aunt's, entered the 
Loge where we were, and addreſſed 
the Stranger in Englißb, which the lat- 
ter ſpoke fluently, but with a Mixture 
of a foreign Accent. I found by their 
Converſation, that they had formerly 
known each other in London, Berlin, 
and Geneva. After the Play was over, | 
the Stranger took his Leave of us very 
politely ; and Mr. Whitaker accompa- 
nied me to my Aunt's, where he was 
that N 1ght invited to Supper. | 


I obſerved to Mr. Whitaker, that the 


Stranger appeared to have lived all his 
Life in Courts, and to have been fa- 
miliarly amongſt the Great, as there 
Wass — noble in his Tone of 
1 
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Voice, and his Behaviour; though 
his Perſon was diſadvantageous, and 
his Face had in it a Je ne ſpat quoi, 
ſtrikingly ludicrous, with an odd Mix- 
ture of the Gloomineſs of the Miſan- 
thrope. His Figure was indeed un- 
common, for he was above fix Feet 
high, and fo very thin, that he looked 
taller than he really was: His Eyes 
were very ſharp and piercing, but his 

Face was, in other Reſpects, remark- 
ably ugly ; and there was ſomething in 
it that diſcovered the ſtrong Propeg- 
fity to Satyr, fo conſpicuous in all his 


Diſcourſe. 


* 


Mr. Mpitaker told me that 1 con- 
jectured right, when I judged that he 
had paſſed his Life amongſt the Great; 
but as he had Connexions with moſt 
Perſons of Eminence, and had viſited 

40 all 
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all the Courts in Europe, in moſt of 

which he had been perfectly well re- 

ceived, I expreſſed a Deſire to be far- 
ther acquainted with him; and as my | 

Aunt diſcovered an Inclination to know 

a Perſon of whom ſhe had heard ſuch 

a Character, Mr. Whitaker promiſed to 
: introduce him to us the next Day. 


He was introduced accardi ngly the 1 
Day following; and. both my Aunt 4 
and I were highly delighted with his 1 
Converſation: I never knew any one 
diſcover ſuch a. Fund of Knowledge, 

or talk ſo well upon a Variety of Sub- 

jects; and his Wit was ſo ready and 
brilliant, that at every Turn the 
Sprightlineſs of his Sallies d 

the whole Utz dre . 


My Aunt was ſo well pleaſed wie 
hes new. Gueſt, that ſhe gave him a 
f * 
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general Invitation, and. from that Time, 


though his Viſits were very frequent, 


we always learned ſomething new from. 
him. Though he was very much ad- 


vanced in Years, being then turned of 


Sixty, I thought he often caſt Glances at 
me which ſhewed that his Heart was no 
Stranger to the Paſſion of Love, and 
that I was by no means indifferent to. 
him. My Vanity, I freely own, was 
flattered by my new Conqueſt, and I 
was proud to fee a Man of fo exalted 
a Genius wear my Chains ; but at the 
fame Time I could not? make him that 
Return of Love which his Looks 


feemed to require, as that Paſſion is 


not to be excited” by Virtue or ſhining 
Talents, but is cauſed by Beauty, and 


can have no Exiſtence where Beauty 
does not contribute to inſpire 1 it. 
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If at firſt I had ſome Doubt that 
the philoſophical Gentleman had con- 
ceived a Tendreſſe for me, that Uncer- 
tainty was quickly removed: He ſought 
a private Interview ; and having be- 
gan by declaring himſelf my Admirer, 
made a Diſcovery, which ſufficiently 
thewed the Confidence he repoſed in 
me, and how great an Aſcendant I had 
gained over his Heart. He told me 
he was at Paris incoguito, and that 
none but two or three of his moſt 
intimate Friends knew who he was: 
That he went at that Time by the 
Name of Monſ. Remy, a Gentleman of 
Daupbine, whom a Law-ſuit had 
obliged to quit his Province and come 
up to Paris, to wait the Deciſion of the 
Court; but that his real Name was 
Voltaire, and that he came in that con- 
1 cealed Manner to Paris, becauſe hav- 


ing 
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ing ſome Years before incurred the 
Diſpleaſure of the Court, he had un- 
fortunately drawn upon himſelf a Sen- 
tence of perpetual Paniſhment from 
France, his native Country. 


I was greatly ſurprized at this Dif- 
covery, and my Self-love was highly 
gratified to nd that ſo illuſtrious a 
Perſonage was enrolled in the Num- 
ber of my Admirers. As his Paſſion 
appeared to be a ſort of Platonic Love, 
which is ſatisfied with ſeeing and con- 
verſing with its Object, ſuch as that 
which Mr. Pope had for Mrs. Blunt, 
and that which this famous Poet hal 
for the celebrated Mademoiſelle Gauſia, 
and the Marchioneſs De Chatelet; I 
did not diſcourage his Viſits, nor affect 
prudiſhly to be offended with his 
declaring himſelf my Admirer. His 
firſt Inſtance of Confidence convinced 


me 


' 


— 
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me that I had made an Impreſſion on 
his Heart, I was therefore reſolved to 


try how far my Influence over him ex- 


rended, and at a ſubſequent Interview, 
J expreſſed a Deſire to know what 
might have given Occaſion to his per- 


petual Baniſhment from France; and 


though I intimated this Deſire only by 
a Hint dropped at a Diſtance, Love 
had ſo much Power over his Heart, 


that he ſatisfied my ben without 
Hostien. 


30 4 


He * me to l that 
6 whilſt he was Hiſtoriographer to the 


King of France, and in high Favour 


s with the greateſt Perſonages at Court, 
Madame . de, who had carried 


| 10 on ſeveral Intrigues, many of which 
« bad been diſcovered, notwithſtanding 


66 all the Art ſhe had uſed to conceal 


15 them, 
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„ them, happened to have an Affair 
„with a young Officer in the King's 
© Guards, which became ſo notorious, 
de that it was for a conſiderable Time 
an univerſal Topick of Scandal, both 
at Paris and Verſailles. This young 
Officer, who had a Delicacy of Fea- 
© ture and Complexion, and a flimzy 
Elegance of Shape, which might 
60 well become a Female, was often 
e introduced to Madame A——de, in 
the Habit of the other Sex. Their 


6 * Commerce was diſcovered by a Mi-. 


66 ſtreſs of the young Officer's, who, 
15 quite frantic with Jealouſy at having 
« been forſaken by him, watched his 


Mdotions ſo cloſe, that ſhe at laſt diſ- 


covered his Evening, Aſſignations. 
che made a Diſcovery to the Mini- 
* ſter of all ſhe knew; and the next 
@ Time Du Francais, as that. was. the 

N Name 
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Name of the young Officer, paid 
* his Viſit, he was, by an Order from 
** the King, ſeized and examined; his 
« Sex being immediately diſcovered, he 
« was ſent directly to the Baſtile, 
00 where, it is moſt ng he was 
6 rag foon after. 


* As this ſeandalois Adventure ſoon 
_ ® engrofſed the hole Attention of 
people of all Ranks, both at Ver- 
« fanles and Paris, a ſatyrical Poem 
was publiſhed" upon the Occaſion, 

® which all my Enemies aſcribed to 
© me; one Abbe in particular, who 
&* had long borne me a Grudge, went 
54 ſo far as to affirm in the moſt poſi- 
« tive Manner, that he had ſeen the 
<« Manuſcript of this Lampoon in 
* my Hand-writing : It was to no 
” Purpoſe I endeavoured to vindicate 
e uo nd 


r 
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e myſelf ; I was condemned, unheard, 
and ſentenced to perpetual Baniſh- 
* ment from that Country which 1 
% ſhould have choſen for the Place of 
© my Reſidence, even if it liad n not e been 
_ 5 the: Place of as rang of 


Heving heard this Avent of the 
_ Cauſe of: Monſ. De Yoltaire's Baniſh- 
ment from his own Mouth, I could 
not. help thinking that his Caſe was 
very hard, and truly worthy of Com- 
paſſion. I heard much more criminal 
Cauſes of his Baniſhment aſſigned by 
his Countrymen, by whom he is uni- 
verſally envied and hated, which is 
often the Caſe of Men eminent for 
their Abilities; ſome maintaining, that 
he drew this Cenſure upon himſelf, by 
writing againſt Religion; others af 
ſerting, that he had cenſured the State, 

and 
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and made free with ſome of the beſt 
Characters in the Nation. It has been 
generally reported, that he was baniſh- 
ed for writing a poetical Compoſition, 
intitled An Epiſtle to Uranior.” 
This Poem, though very beautiful in 
its Kind, is replete with the moſt 
ſhocking Blaſphemies: But it does not 
ſeem in the leaſt probable that Voltaire 
was baniſhed the Kingdom of France 

for having compoſed it, as Monſ. De 
Monteſquieu, and other Authors, have 
rote as ſeverely againſt Religion, with- 
out ever incurring the leaſt Cenſure. 


I have already dwelt too long upon 
a ſingle Character; and therefore ſhall 


bor od an End to this CO. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


| OON after the above Diſcoveries 

made to me in Confidence by 
Monſ. De Voltaire, I happened to 
meet him one Morning at the Marchi- 
oneſs De Villefranche's, where I was 
invited to Breakfaſt : I found by their 
Converſation that Voltaire was known 
to the Marchioneſs, and that this Lady 
was a particular Friend of his, to whom 


| he could ſafely intruſt the Secret. of 


his being at Paris, without any Danger 
ok being betrayed. 


The Converſation happened to turn 

upon a Theatre bourgeois, or private 
Theatre: As long as 1 had been in 
France, 1 had never heard of this Kind 
of Entertainment; I therefore enquired 
what it meant. I was inſtantly inform - 
2 


Ie HIS T ORT of 


ed that it was cuſtomary for Perſons of 
Condition, and even Citizens in afflu- 
ent Circumſtances, . to have a Stage, 
with proper Scenes and Decorations, 
erected at their Houſes, and that Plays 
were acted on it by. Gentlemen and 
Ladies of their Acquaintance. 1 


I aſked whether Spectators were . 
mitted to this Entertainment; and being 
anſwered in the Affirmative, I ex- 
preſſed a Deſire of _ ſuch a thea- 
trical Exhibition ; whereupon the 
Marchioneſs preſented me with a Tic- ; 
ket for the Pheara of Racine, which 
was to be played the next Day at the 
Hotel de Ferrand, which belonged to 
one of the richeſt Farmer · Generals of 
Paris; it was therefore agreed amongſt 
us that we ſhould all three 89. there 
NGF: ; | 


We 
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We went accordingly ; and 1 was 
very much ſurprized to find that pri- 
vate Perſons, who had never been uſed 
to acting, ſhould acquit themſelves in 
performing this Tragedy as well as 


the Players of the eſtabliſhed Theatre. 
I muſt. here make an Exception with 
regard to the Part of Pbædra, which 


I had ſeen much better performed by 
Mademoiſelle Clairon, than ever it was 
by any other Woman, 2 5 Actreſ⸗ 


or not. 


<< * 
9: & 


"There Was a Gente next me ii 
the” Loge where we fat, who havin; 
heard me ſpeak Engl ;b to Monſ. D 
Voltaire, addreſſed us in that Languag 


between the Acts of the Play: 1 coule 


perceive by bis Accent that the Frenc! 


Language was natural to him, and 
was therefore ſurprized to find that 

he ſpoke Engliſh alſo as if it had been 
. Vol. I. 9 his 


5 0 
- 
i 
3 
g 
4 
7 
1 
1! 
| 
| 


„ us Tory 
. Mother-Tong zue. This fomewhat 
li} puzzled me, as I had never before 
. known any Perſon ſpeak both Lan- 
i auages in equal Perfection; I therefore 
[ took the Liberty to aſk bim, whether 
he was born in England, or in France, 

He anfwered me, that he was born i in 

France; but that he did not conſider 
| Fiat either as an Engliſoman or a 
| Frenchman, being originally a Scotch- 

i | nan, and Nephew to the late Duke of 
111 Douglas. My Name, added e, is 
ti | &«& Archibald Stewart Douglas; the late 
« Duke of Douglas left me Heir to 
i | 5 te his Eſtate by his laſt Will, but my 
Ei: <« Right of Inheritance is ſtill diſputed 

1 by the Family of Hamilton, in whoſe 
Ei! % Fayour he had made 4 ac Deed 
« of Settlement.“ an etw Seine 


is he > 


1 Surprized and _ at ter: 
1 ing with a Perfon of whom 1 had 
| N Heard 


mer LI % | 


heard ſo much, and whoſe Fate 12 
could not help compaſſionating, I 2 
deſired his Company to Supper with 
IC at my Aunt” 8, who. I knew would 


4 A 
1 
3 
4 


his Family and Worth. _ Amongſt” the 
Engliſh, at Paris there is no Ceremony 
or Formality of Introduction required; 


their being of the ſame Country au- 


thorizes them to viſit each other, 


except there be a great Difference 


with regard to e and en 
Wess iv one 


My Aunt was 1 pleaſed ith 
this Viſit from Mr. Archibald, Stewart 


Douglas, for ſhe had known both, Dir 


John Stewart and Lady Jane Doug las 
in England. She expreſſed great Sur: 


prize that the Duke of Douglas ſhould 
have treated his Siſter Lady Jane and 


her Cirildren with ſuch Severity and 


| Rigour; 


very glad to ſee a Countryman of 
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Rigour; and was told that it was 
chiefly owing to the wicked Machina- 
tions and Artifices of one S——, a 
Villain who had inſinuated himſelf into 


the Duke's good Graces, and who hay 
Recourſe to forged Letters, and E 
blackeſt Calumnies, to alienate him 

from à Siſter who loved him with 
the fincereſt Affection. 


As Mr. Archibald Stewart Douglas 

frequently viſited us during our Reſi- 
dence at Paris, from ſeveral: Con- 
verſations with him, I learned the 
whole complicated Hiſtory of his Birth, 
and the Diſputes it gave Riſe to, which 
I ſhall lay before the Reader in the 
following Volume, as I doubt not but 
he ries n it as intereſting : as I * 


— * 
8 ” i 
5 j ; 4 


| End of. the Finsr 7 Votune,. 5 
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